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OUR MOTHER-TONGUE. 



CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTORY. 



I ONCE heard instruction in singing, of course 
very simple in kind, given to several hundred 
street boys in a reformatory. From time to 
time the teacher would stop and say, ** Make 
your voices musical ; make your voices musical ;" 
and upon their recommencing, the increase in 
melody would be very noticeable. Apparently 
it has never occurred to the great majority of 
speakers to think whether or no their voices are 
agreeable, not to say musical; but that they 
are neither the one nor the other, all those per- 
sons will agree who have given this subject at- 
tention. Yet evidently that which is possible to 
a crowd of wild, ignorant boys, is possible to us 
all ; and if they, at will, could increase the full- 
ness and sonority of their voices, so can we. 
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and a very slight effort will result in an improve- 
ment well worth the trouble. 

Languages, like races, are far from being of 
equal beauty or value; and happy indeed are 
we of the Anglo-Saxon stock in the possession 
of our mother-tongue, for among the great lan- 
guages of the world, whether dead or living, she 
undoubtedly stands in the front rank. Unfor- 
tunately, few there are who appreciate and honour 
her as they should, and especially here in Amer- 
ica, under our rule of characteristic recklessness, 
this splendid part of our national inheritance, 
like our forests, our rivers, and our natural sce- 
nery, is steadily deteriorating, and day by day 
losing something of its strength, dignity, and 
grace. Such a statement will doubtless be re- 
ceived by many with incredulity, by some per- 
haps with indignation; but even this is better 
than indifference. 

It is only stating the opinion of travelled men, 
quite competent as judges, to say that our Amer- 
ican women lack only one thing to make them 
the most charming women in the world. One 
thing, however, they do too often lack, and that 
thing is a pleasant manner of speech. Every one 
who has been much abroad has heard cultivated 
English people tell of the admiration excited by 
some pretty American girl, of her tasteful dress, 
fearless yet graceful manner, pure and intelligent 
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expression, and of the disenchantment, amount- 
ing almost to dismay, with which they had heard 
her speak. It is not that American women 
speak really worse than their countrymen, — on 
the contrary, their enunciation, especially of the 
vowels, is usually more distinct, — but their 
voices being pitched higher, every defect is 
more conspicuous ; and undoubtedly the special 
charm of their appearance causes more to be 
expected of them. American women have a 
reputation abroad, not only, as we all know, 
for personal beauty, but for social tact and for 
harmonious toilets; but it is rare that the dis- 
appointment already alluded to is not experi- 
enced by those accustomed to the trained and 
sonorous voices so generally heard in the best 
society in all parts of Europe. 

What is there, then, in our popular way of 
speaking which is so displeasing to the educated 
ear, whether foreign or American? We must 
not let our national pride prompt us to the com- 
fortable conclusion that only a certain trifling 
accent, pardonable in dwellers on another con- 
tinent, distinguishes the English of America 
from that of the mother-country. It is not so ; 
we have undoubtedly a different, and on the 
whole an inferior, manner of speaking. It is 
not choice of words or conversational style that 
is here referred to; not grammatical accuracy; 
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not even pronunciation, — for in these respects, 
due balance being struck, we probably speak on 
the whole at least as well as our English cousins. 
The fault is in our utterance ; it is in a certain 
thin, monotonous tone, devoid of modulation, 
combined with an imperfect and indistinct enun- 
ciation. To all this unfortunately must be added 
that the thin tone is too often a nasal one. 

Unhappily few of us are aware of our own 
defects of speech; and when we awake to a 
knowledge of them, we for the most part feel 
helpless to correct them, from our ignorance of 
their precise nature as well as of their several 
causes. It is the object of the present little 
work to point out these defects, — defects so 
general among us as by all foreigners to be 
considered national, while at the same time in 
a clear and simple manner to indicate the 
remedy. A brilliant vocal organ may indeed 
be considered a special gift of nature; yet 
all writers on this subject agree that a really 
good voice is within the reach of any one who 
will, in the right way, take the trouble to ac- 
quire it. 

What then are the defects alleged against our 
way of speaking? They will be found to group 
themselves under the two heads of Tone and 
Enunciation, By Tone will be understood the 
resonant giving out of the vowel-sounds by the 
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vocal organs ; by Enunciation, the combination 
of vowel and consonant sounds in words, — ef- 
fected of course chiefly by the mouth. Under 
the latter head will come Articulation^ Pronun- 
ciation^ and Expression. 



TONE. 



CHAPTER II. 

TONE. 

It has often been observed that the voices of 
children are, in tone, round, sweet, clear, and 
free from defects common in those of adults; 
from which the conclusion has naturally been 
drawn that the unfortunate change soon to take 
place in them is effected by the senseless and 
mechanical routine of spelling and reading as 
too often taught at school. Whatever the cause 
may be, however, it cannot be doubted that our 
deficiencies result simply from bad habits, and 
not from any original defect in the organs of 
speech; and it must now be our business, by 
seeking out and eradicating these habits, to re- 
turn to the simple and natural ways of our child- 
hood. It is probable that we take too little air 
into our lungs, and of what we do inhale we 
waste a good deal, producing with it only noise^ 
instead of pure tone; we contract some of the 
throat-muscles which ought to remain relaxed, 
and we misuse others; we ring the changes 
monotonously on a few notes, instead of enrich- 
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ing our speech with varied modulation. On all 
these points learned volumes have been written, 
bristling with physiological and other scientific 
terms ; but nevertheless about them all, whether 
the diaphragm^ the larynx^ the glottis^ the regis- 
ter ^ or what not, we had better, when speaking or 
reading, think as little as possible. Let our aim 
be first so to cultivate the ear that we may re- 
cognize correct tones when we produce them 
ourselves or hear them produced by others, and 
then to drill ourselves perseveringly day after day 
in the production of such tones till they again 
become natural to us, so that we give them in 
conversation or in reading without forethought, 
and therefore without pedantry or affectation. 

Our Tone in speaking, as in singing, should 
have the following qualities : first, it should be 
clear, pure, melodious ; secondly, full and round ; 
thirdly, resonant, ringing. These qualities we 
should reflect upon till we have a clear concep- 
tion of each of them, after which a very little 
observation will convince us how uncommon 
they are, and how great an improvement in our 
English tongue as a spoken language would be 
effected, could they be communicated to it. 

The most common defects in Tone are of three 
kinds, which unfortunately often coexist in the 
same person, and each of which lacks all three 
of the requisites just mentioned. 
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The first is a throaty^ often nasal quality, re- 
sulting from contraction of the muscles of the 
throat about the base of the tongue. This is 
especially characteristic of rural America, though 
unhappily by no means confined to the country, 
and it is by all foreigners considered one of our 
national peculiarities. As with most other of- 
fences of this kind, those guilty are quite uncon- 
scious of it, though their speech may be really 
a painful infliction even upon the callous ears of 
their own countrymen. The first step towards 
overcoming it is to train the ear to recognize 
the faulty quality; and there is no better way 
than to begin immediately to try to discern it in 
the voice of every one we meet. Then we must 
proceed to correct it in ourselves by diligently 
exercising the middle notes of the voice, ex- 
panding well the chest, holding the head mean- 
while erect, with the throat relaxed and the 
mouth well opened. 

The second of these common defects is a 
smothered or muffled quality, the result often 
of weakness, but oftener of bad habit, and in 
either case produced by a feeble use of the 
lungs. This is especially the vice of the more 
cultured classes, and is to be overcome by exer- 
cise designed to strengthen the whole system, 
by special practice in breathing, and by cultiva- 
tion of the middle notes of the voice. 
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The third of these defective tones is the oral 
or mouth tone, which appears to the listener to 
be formed in the mouth without the aid of the 
chest, and almost without that of the throat. It 
is to this class that we assign the unpleasant 
American female voice already spoken of,- a 
voice thin, flat, often nasal, every way disagree- 
able. Our more cultivated city circles are be- 
ginning to correct it, with some measure of 
success; though oftentimes their efforts result 
in loudness and affected emphasis, without an 
increase in the sweetness or resonance of the 
voice itself. The remedy for it is still the same, 
cultivation of the ear, and systematic exercises 
in breathing as well as in tone-producing; in 
short, vocal and respiratory gymnastics. 

The systematic exercises which are now to 
be described will take time, patience, and en- 
ergy;, but were there to be no personal re- 
ward for them, our patriotism ought to be a 
sufficient motive to induce us to do all in our 
power to save the noble and beautiful language 
of our fathers from injury, and to hand it down 
more clear, melodious, and sonorous than we 
received it ourselves. It is, however, not too 
much to say that they will give an incidental 
recompense well worth their cost, in the more 
graceful and dignified carriage of the head and 
shoulders ; for in them all an indispensable con- 
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dition is that the whole chest should be freely 
and deeply inflated, and that the head and neck 
should be held erect without stiffness. Happily 
for American English, American women have 
always shown such an eagerness for self-im- 
provement that once their eyes are opened to 
the possibility of so greatly adding to their per- 
sonal attractions, they may be depended upon 
to set themselves to the task with an ardour and 
enthusiasm certain to insure success ; and where 
they lead, our men are sure to follow. A really 
good teacher would of course be of great assist- 
ance in the work ; but such a teacher is within 
the reach of very few, and it is the object of the 
writer to give such plain and practical instruc- 
tions that any person of good sense and good 
will can unaided accomplish the purpose. The 
average teacher in elocution had better not be 
employed without first taking good advice upon 
his qualifications ; and the same may be said also 
of manuals of elocution, which are too often 
elaborately mischievous from beginning to end. 
Do not in any case wait to get practice in actual 
conversation, which is sure to give it a priggish 
or schoolma' am air ; but by regular and careful 
preliminary drilling make the bringing forth of 
the correct tone instinctive, as at the time of 
speaking it is the matter, not the manner, which 
should occupy your thoughts. The same is 
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equally true of Articulation^ Pronunciation^ 
Modulation^ and EmpkasiSy about which we 
shall speak presently. An upright carriage 
cannot be too much insisted on, as the throat 
should be straight; and it is not impossible that 
the common and awkward habit of letting the 
head hang forward, is at the bottom of some of 
the muscular contraction resulting in throaty 
and nasal tones. The mouth also in speaking 
should be well opened ; and any who fear that 
this may appear ungraceful, will do well to prac- 
tise before a mirror, so as to be assured of not 
making grimaces unawares. 

In the production of Tone, the breath is of 
course in one sense the basis; and although 
breathing during speaking or reading is best 
left to take care of itself, yet the lungs and 
muscles of the chest should be so disciplined as 
involuntarily to take in air of sufficient volume, 
and to give it out with force and promptness 
adequate to produce the required fulness and 
resonance. For this purpose practise breathing 
as a gymnastic exercise, as follows : — 

Stand upright without stiffness, the clothing 
being loose enough to permit the unimpeded 
expansion of the whole chest from top to bot- 
tom, and draw in the breath very slowly and 
steadily through the nostrils till the lungs are 
fully inflated. Hold it two or three seconds. 
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then let it out in the same steady manner and 
as slowly as possible. Try this, to begin with, 
two or three times a day. It will at first cause 
a slight aching of the breast, possibly slight diz- 
ziness, from the stretching of unaccustomed mus- 
cles ; but these unpleasant symptoms will soon 
disappear, and you will persevere till you can 
occupy nearly or quite a half minute in the 
expiration of the air. This exercise, which 
strengthens the lungs and develops the chest, 
you will presently begin to combine with the 
production of tones in the following vocal gym- 
nastics, which are those recommended in Mr. 
Sunderland's excellent book on the "Voice in 
Public Speaking." 

Sit down to the piano, if you have one, and 
strike " lower C," drawing a long breath, and sing 
to it "-^4A," holding it as long as possible. When 
this has been well done, sing " Ah " to all the 
notes in like manner up and down, to the full 
compass of your voice. Then do it over and 
over again to all the vowels successively, en- 
deavoring to make the breath last as long as 
possible, until, as before, you can make a single 
expiration take nearly half a minute. Keep the 
whole person erect, the throat relaxed, the mouth 
well open, and give the tone forth round and 
full, being careful to let no breath escape but 
that which is actually converted into sound, as 
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breath thus going out with the sound is not only 
wasted, but destroys the purity of the tone, 
depriving it of resonance and making it rough 
and unmusical. The test of success must be the 
approbation of your own ear, which should be 
kept nervously sensitive and exacting. The use 
of the piano, though convenient and advanta- 
geous, is yet by no means necessary. 

Another test which has been in use for gen- 
erations among vocalists is to sing against a 
lighted candle, the flame of which will not 
flicker so long as no waste breath comes out 
with the tone. A certain celebrated Italian 
prima-donna of the last century could sing in 
this manner the whole scale up and down, with- 
out producing the slightest wavering of the flame 
to indicate the changes from note to note. 

The next result to be sought is what profes- 
sional writers are pleased to call the " Clear 
shock of the glottis," — meaning, in plain Eng- 
lish, that sudden and forcible expulsion of the air 
through the vocal organs which is necessary to 
make the voice ring and to give it reach and 
penetration. The larynx is simply the upper 
part of the wind-pipe, and the glottis is the 
space occupied by the vocal chamber. 

This brings us to the third of our vocal exer- 
cises, which consists in singing "/VrA," or ** Kaky* 
or better still " Spah^' ejaculating the word with 
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great force and energy. Begin with " lower C " 
and sing three notes in succession ; then " D," 
and successively other notes up to the extent of 
the compass of the voice, returning in the same 
manner. Then beginning again with " C," sing 
four notes, and so on up and down ; then do the 
same with five notes. This exercise cannot be 
too zealously practised, for its usefulness is al- 
most inexhaustible ; and it is probable that the 
student who once takes it up will never entirely 
abandon it. 

The voice in speaking is undoubtedly dif- 
ferent in its character from the voice in sing- 
ing; but the exercises that strengthen the one 
are equally beneficial to the other, and the ad- 
vice of the celebrated Garcia on this subject is 
equally good for both : — 

"Keep the tongue relaxed and motionless, the 
whole throat supple, and breathe slowly and long. 
Then, without stiffening the lamyx or any part of 
the body, close the glottis temporarily, arresting and 
accumulating the air in this passage; then, as sud- 
denly as the pulling of a trigger, open it by a loud 
and vigorous shock, like the action of the lips ener- 
getically pronouncing the letter P. This lesson is the 
basis of all teaching. The shock of the glottis is the 
only means of attaining the sound purely and without 
bungling." 

Observe that the sound is to be " struck ver- 
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tically from below." The strongest tones will 
be found to be obtained by this " quick and 
elastic beginning of the tone with but a mod- 
erate expenditure of breath." 

Those who feel interested in inquiring further 
into the theory of tone production, will do well 
to read Mrs. Seiler's excellent little books : " The 
Voice in Singing " and " The Voice in Speak- 
ing," in which the results of her researches are 
given in a clear and agreeable manner, without 
parade of scientific terms. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ARTICULATION. 

There is a difference which strikes the most 
casual observer between the languages of the 
North and those of the South, and it is one on 
the whole to the advantage of the latter. It is 
that in the Northern tongues the consonants are 
not only numerous and strongly pronounced, 
but the vowels are often obscure ; while in the 
Southern, the frequent vowels are pure and sono- 
rous, giving a softness and melody, in contrast 
with which the Northern speech sounds " hiss- 
ing or sputtering." Ollendorf in his grammars 
has made school-children all over the world 
familiar with the opinion which the Emperor 
Charles the Fifth had of the principal European 
languages, and among the rest of English, which 
he rated as fit only to be spoken to geese. We 
regret to say that it is probable, indeed certain, 
that even since his day our mother-tongue has 
been losing ground in the particular of which 
we speak, and that it has now fewer long and 
pure vowel-sounds, more short, obscure ones. 
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even in the pronunciation of the most careful 
speakers, than it had in Shakspeare's time. 

It is now unhappily in all probability too 
late to undo the mischief which has been al- 
ready done ; but the regret we cannot help feel- 
ing, ought to stimulate us to do all in our power 
to prevent the evil from making further pro- 
gress. That we all can do something, is evident 
from the fact that there is an undoubted tendency 
to still further degradation — for such we may 
call it — of the language ; the popular speech 
having, as compared with that of the most culti- 
vated class, whether here or in England, vowel- 
sounds not long and sonorous, but smothered, 
clipped, and obscure. We have certainly here 
in our own country a good deal to do before our 
speech can be brought up to the best standard 
even of our own day, and so much undoubt- 
edly we may essay to do without affectation, and 
with the conviction that we are gaining in per- 
sonal culture ; and as we give back to our lan- 
guage something of the melody and harmony 
which it had lost in our careless keeping, we 
shall not only feel the artist's pleasure in the 
restoration of a beautiful creation, but have a 
right besides to the higher satisfaction which 
flows from the discharge of a patriotic duty. 

The artistic pleasure which we promise to the 
student will be, to many, one of the very highest 
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order, being nothing less than the introduction 
into a new and delightful field of research. 
Among the monuments that have come down 
to us from former ages, perhaps the most stu- 
pendous are the languages of the human race. 
Yet, by the great multitude, these monuments 
are unperceived, because indeed invisible to 
them; for by far the larger number of man- 
kind speak as they breathe, almost uncon- 
scious of the process by which their thoughts 
are communicated, and even feel a certain dis- 
comfort when called upon to think at all of 
speech in the abstract. It is usually only by 
special and arduous studies that we become 
aware even of the very existence of the monu- 
ments of which we now speak. Slowly the 
eye is opened to descry their outlines, dim and 
misty the vision is at first ; but as we gaze, our 
sight grows stronger, till we see " as in a dream 
sublime," standing above each nation like the 
personification of the national genius, sometimes 
majestic, sometimes beautiful, always wonderful, 
the vast and ancient structure of the national 
speech. 

By such special studies the man of lively 
imagination may be said to become in some 
degree the modern counterpart of the worship- 
per at the shrine of the classic deities. The 
Greek of old, at once philosophic and poetic, 
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as he meditated on some force of Nature, or con- 
sidered some power that moulds the fate of men, 
gradually embodied it in human form, till a god- 
dess rose before him, mighty, serene, benignant, 
whom he half recognized as the creation of his 
own enthusiastic mind, half reverenced as a di- 
vine reality. So in our own day the imaginative 
student of language finds the object of his con- 
templation gradually assuming a personality 
which he can love, a real though shadowy pres- 
ence, in which he seems to feel and hold com- 
munion with the spirit of the race. 

Articulation — to return again to our sub- 
ject — is the formation in the mouth, chiefly 
with tongue, lips, and teeth, of the various 
consonant-sounds by which the vowel-sounds, 
or tones produced by the vocal organs, are 
measured off and so to speak jointed together 
into words. If this is done with care and exact- 
ness, not only does the utterance gain a dis- 
tinctness of itself invaluable, but also a finish 
and elegance which it is vain to hope in any 
other way to acquire. 

" In just articulation," says an excellent writer, " the 
words are not to be hurried over, nor precipitated syl- 
lable over syllable, nor, as it were, melted into a mass of 
confusion. They are to be delivered from the lips as 
beautiful coins newly issued from the mint, deeply and 
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accurately impressed, perfectiy finished, neatly strack 
by the proper organs, distinct, sharp, in due succes- 
sion and of due weight." 

Such articulation as is described in this admir- 
able sentence is not the rule anywhere, and in 
this country at least it is a rare exception. To 
achieve it, a persistent eflfort will be required, 
and systematic practice, — probably a good deal 
of it; but persistent practice of the right kind 
will undoubtedly give it. For this purpose it is 
well to make lists of words containing difficult 
combinations of consonants with the different 
vowels, and repeat them in a clear and em- 
phatic tone, addressing them to some imagi- 
nary listener at a certain distance. Hold the 
head erect, breathe deeply, and let every sepa- 
rate vowel and consonant sound be distinctly 
audible. And here comes in a good rule, which 
is to sound every letter in a wordy unless there is 
some reason for not doing so. Of course there 
are many silent letters which it would be ridic- 
ulous so to pronounce. 

There is a general agreement among writers 
on this subject both as to the importance of 
strenuous attention to it, and as to the sort of 
exercises to be made use of; and it seems to be 
a frequent practice to increase artificially the 
difficulty of articulating distinctly. Some for 
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this purpose hold corks between the teeth ; but 
this, while having the merit of keeping the 
mouth open, has certain disadvantages. Mr. 
Sunderland recommends instead, placing gutta- 
percha balls between the cheeks and the teeth, 
two on each side ; and he thinks it was thus that 
Demosthenes made use of his famous pebbles. 
He suggests also a simple and good exercise, 
which is to read backwards^ enunciating each 
word as clearly as possible, and as loud as may 
be convenient. Do this in several keys ; that is, 
in your ordinary pitch, and also both higher and 
lower, pausing and drawing breath after each 
word, and making each syllable and each letter 
distinctly audible. 

M. Legouv6, who was for years an instructor 
of actors on the French stage, and among whose 
pupils was the celebrated Rachel, recommends 
a manner of practising these exercises which, 
besides being very efficacious, has the advan- 
tage of being quiet. It is to speak to a real, 
or, equally well, to an imaginary listener, at 
a little distance, endeavoring to make yourself 
understood by exceedingly careful articulation, 
without raising the voice enough to be audible 
to any one not watching your lips. He gives 
an interesting account of a rehearsal in which 
the celebrated actress, Mars, in order to spare 
her voice, made use of this method, which she 
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did with such success that not an effect was lack- 
ing, every intention, every shade of sentiment, be- 
ing expressed and visible. It seems especially 
adapted to our own purpose, which is not the 
training of the voice for public declamation, but 
for conversation at home and in society, where 
the tone should be low, but sweet and yet ring- 
ing, so as to make every word distinctly audible. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

PRONUNCIATION. 

It has been well remarked that propriety of 
pronunciation is justly regarded as an insepara- 
ble result of cultivation and taste ; that we at 
once recognize an educated person by his mode 
of pronouncing words, and detect sometimes 
slovenliness in mental habit, and always the ab- 
sence of culture, with no less certainty in the 
same way. 

Now, how are we, who perhaps have never 
thought of the subject before, to know whether 
this propriety of pronunciation is ours? There 
is a not unnatural impatience felt by Americans 
at being so constantly referred in such matters 
to English standards. "Why is not our way 
good enough ? " they say. They would be not 
a little embarrassed, however, were they called 
upon to state exactly what "our" way — that 
is, the American way — really is ; for usage 
differs materially even among the better classes 
and between the long-settled populations of our 
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Atlantic seaboard, much more at the South, in 
the West, and in the hill country of the interior. 
Among farmers and the working-classes the dif- 
ference is naturally still more marked, and it 
would be a dull observer indeed who could not 
distinguish the rural New Englander, Pennsyl- 
vanian, Virginian, or Kentuckian by his speech ; 
while a quick or practised ear has to hear but 
a few sentences to identify the Bostonian, the 
New Yorker, the Philadelphian, the Baltimorean, 
and many another besides. Yet all of these are 
quite content with their own dialect, if we may 
use such a term without offence, and each one, 
while smiling at the odd ways of neighbouring 
States, is calmly satisfied that the local pro- 
nunciation to which he himself has been accus- 
tomed is the proper standard for the whole 
English-speaking race. It is not our purpose to 
dwell on the errors of particular districts, but to 
remark that whatever these errors may be, they 
are sure to be scornfully pointed out and repu- 
diated by some other district. The New Yorker 
laughs at the Pennsylvanian ^w/*s, affirming that 
no Philadelphian can say house correctly; the 
Bostonian shudders at the " unearthly r^s " of 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania ; the Virginian re- 
proaches the New Yorker and Bostonian with 
their boorish treatment of that gentlemanly let- 
ter, the long English u. 
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The fact is, that there is no American national 
standard of pronunciation, nor can there be while 
the present indifference to the subject continues, 
and if there could be, it would not be desirable 
that it should vary from that of the mother- 
country; for what reason can be alleged for 
having two standards for one and the same lan- 
guage? In England, on the contrary, there is 
no doubt what the usage of well-bred ' people 
is in all important particulars, and this usage is 
protected, to an extent unusual among Euro- 
pean languages, by the very constitution of the 
English commonwealth. 

In the first place, the aristocracy and gentry, 
whatever else may be said about them, certainly 
exert a conservative influence upon the national 
speech. In their favoured circles of hereditary 
culture — naturally there are exceptions — our 
common language has not been treated with 
American neglect and indifference. On the 
contrary, from infancy the voice is cultivated, 
and while, of course, solecisms in pronunciation 
are not tolerated, clearness of utterance and 
harmonious modulations are sedulously incul- 
cated. To many an American has the speech 
of high-bred English children been a revelation 
of unsuspected possibilities of sweetness, flexi- 
bility, and grace. The influence of the great 
universities also, though of a different kind, is 
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equally conservative, and perhaps almost equally 
important. Finally, we may mention the British 
Parliament, whose debates are studied by the 
whole country, and whose members form a body, 
all due reservations made, undoubtedly un- 
equalled in Ihe world for general culture, wide 
experience, vigorous sense, and personal dignity. 

It is evident that these institutions form a 
triple barrier around the language entirely with- 
out equivalent in this country, where such safe- 
guards are much more needed, owing to our 
constant absorption of foreign elements. Aristo- 
cratic influences alone might tend toward over- 
nicety or effeminacy; scholastic, toward ped- 
antry; but together they oppose a wholesome 
check to the encroachments of the thoughtless 
and half-educated millions who in England, as 
everywhere, Impatient of correction, jealous of 
culture, and bristling with the intolerance born 
of ignorance, threaten to bear down all before 
them. 

What is there, then, in the speech of the 
cultivated classes in England which strikes the 
average American from the Middle States as 
peculiar? 

Apart from matters of pronunciation and /«- 
flection or modulation of the voice, the differ- 
ence in tone caused by the much more general 
use of the chest, gives an impression of greater 
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character and emphasis to all that is said, whether 
by men, women, or children, and in whatever 
class of society. 

Probably the next peculiarity to be remarked 
will be the greater frequency, among all classes, 
whether cultivated or not, of what we call for 
convenience the ** Italian a," — that is, the sound 
of a in far. 

At this point we come upon one of the pecu- 
liarities of our language which will make the 
examination of the subject necessarily wordy 
and confused, and which will enable us to ap- 
preciate in some degree the perplexity of the 
foreigner who is trying to acquire English, as 
well as the positive dislike generally felt toward 
it by members of the Latin races. In most 
European languages each of the five vowels 
represents a single and pure vowel-sound, which 
may be short or long, may be uttered quickly, 
or may be prolonged; but short or long, re- 
mains always the same sound, or so nearly the 
same that only a practised ear can detect any 
difference. Let us take two or three of the 
more simple examples. In German the vowel 
a has always when long the so-called " Italian " 
sound, as in far, and when short, not another 
sound, as in English, but the same sound, only of 
less duration; so that the German word hat 
rhymes not with the English caty but with cot 
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and spot The vowel u in German, Italian, and 
Spanish has, when long, the sound of our oo in 
fooly and when short, not another sound alto- 
gether, as in English, but still the same sound, 
very nearly as in foot. As, however, the num- 
ber of simple vowel-sounds in one or another of 
the European languages is more than double 
that of the five vowels, the latter have to be in- 
creased in number by placing accents over them 
or by combining two or three together, in which 
case the vowels so accented or combined retain 
always the same sound, instead of standing ar- 
bitrarily now for one sound and now for another, 
as in English. It is a pity indeed that in these 
languages, by new forms or more accents, a 
sufficient number of signs representing single 
vowels should not have been created to leave 
the combinations of them free to represent only 
combinations of vowel-sounds or diphthongs; 
but in fact practically no confusion arises from 
the methods adopted. 

In English, however, all is different. Each 
vowel represents not only various sounds, some- 
times pure, sometimes obscure, sometimes only 
long, or only short, or both long and short, but, 
with the exception of ^, also combinations of 
sounds or diphthongs; and all the vowels en- 
croach upon each other's domains in the most 
surprising manner. For instance, the sound 
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which gives its name to the letter a is not a 
simple vowel-sound, but a sort of diphthong 
compounded of eh and ee^ and thus essentially 
different from the similar sounds in French, i 
and i, which may be uttered quickly or pro- 
longed indefinitely without changing their char- 
acter. Furthermore, this diphthongal or com- 
pound vowel-sound has another peculiarity which 
still further distinguishes it from the correspond- 
ing vowels of other European languages, which 
is that the second of its component parts, the 
so-called " vanish," is almost always spoken a 
note higher or lower than the first. This fact, 
which the writer has never seen mentioned, ex- 
ists also in the pronunciation of the longer 
" name sounds " of /, Oy and u. The nearest ap- 
proach to a short sound of this " long a " is 
given with another letter and facetiously called 
the " short ^," as in set^ bet, etc. Of the other 
sounds represented in English by the letter a, 
some are long and some short, but all are simple. 
The deepest is that in all and tall, — a sonorous 
and effective vowel-sound, not known to several 
of the European languages, the nearest approach 
to it perhaps being the Spanish 0. Its corre- 
sponding short sound is given by au or ou, as in 
taughty bought. Another long sound of a is that 
in far, commonly called the "Italian a,' of 
which also the short sound, as in what^ is usually 
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given by another letter, o, as in noty hot, and the 
like. 

The fourth sound of a is the so-called " short 
a " in hat and caty — which is manifestly not a 
shortening of either of the foregoing, but a dif- 
ferent sound ; as is proved, if proof be needed, 
by the difficulty experienced by Germans in ac- 
quiring it, — a difficulty similar to that we en- 
counter in pronouncing the French i. The long 
sound corresponding to it is seldom heard in 
England, but is not infrequent in Ireland and 
in the United States in such words as lasty fast, 
launch, aunt, laugh, — and a very disagreeable 
sound it is to ears not long habituated to it. 

It is not to our present purpose to follow our 
alphabet through all its incongruities; but the 
examples already given will show how many 
unnecessary difficulties encompass the discus- 
sion of simple questions of pronunciation, and 
we no longer wonder that the educated foreigner 
stands aghast at such a linguistic hotchpotch, 
and looks upon our insistence in forcing this 
so-called " system " upon the classic languages, 
as nothing less than rank barbarism. 

The above observation upon the fourth sound 
of a brings us naturally back to our point of di- 
gression ; for it is precisely words of this class, 
namely, such as last, launch, aunt, laugh, which 
are almost uniformly pronounced in England 
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with the Italian sound of «, as in far^ either 
given full length as in aunty laughs calfy or 
somewhat shorter, as in France, last, after, etc. 
There is undoubtedly in England a great differ- 
ence between the speech of the educated and 
that of the uneducated ; and among the latter 
between districts which for centuries were of 
different languages, — two or three dialects 
of Celtic, and as many of Anglo-Saxon and 
Danish, having been spoken at one and the 
same time on that little island; but upon this 
use of the " Italian a " all are and long have 
been in agreement. 

This makes the American departure from the 
English standard the more remarkable ; and on 
inquiry into its cause we are struck by two facts. 
First, that it is not universal, the most cultivated 
classes of our great cities having to a consider- 
able extent held out against the innovation, as 
have also those rural districts, particularly in 
New England, which have had the least admix- 
ture of foreign elements ; and secondly, that it 
is recent, coinciding with the great Irish immi- 
gration which has filled our households with 
Hibernian nurses and servants during the last 
half century. As an illustration may be given 
the case of a family which has come under the 
observation of the writer. It is a numerous one, 
of pure Anglo-American blood, which has been 



3 2 PRONUNCIA TION. 

established in this country for more than two 
hundred and fifty years, and during most of that 
time within fifty miles of New York; and yet 
in this family the change from the broad vowel, 
with its manly chest-tone, to the flat one which 
can hardly be other than nasal, has only been 
completed, or nearly so, within the last twenty 
years, though it had begun a generation earlier 
among those who had removed to the city of New 
York. The writer well remembers in his child- 
hood hearing the venerable head of the family 
say grace at table, beginning with the words: 
** Be pleased, Father of Mercies, to command 
thy blessing upon us," making the first syllable 
of " mercies " sound almost like the first sylla- 
ble of merry ^ sounding the a in "command "" so 
as to rhyme nearly with respond^ and making 
" upon " rhyme exactly with con. To the con- 
ceited ignorance of the little New^ York boy 
all this sounded quaint, if not countrified ; and 
he made haste to satirize his young companions 
into pronouncing as flatly and obscurely as he 
did himself. 

Change, however, is one of the conditions of 
growth, and as languages do grow, we must not 
be disconcerted by new expressions and changes 
in the use of words ; but after a language has 
arrived at a certain stage of development, hav- 
ing a literature and a grammar, with rules recog- 
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nized as binding upon those who speak it, its 
further growth may be brought under whole- 
some control as certainly as the cultivation of 
a child's mind and manners, and by very much 
the same sort of watchful care on the part of its 
literary and cultured classes. It is of course to 
the usage of these classes that in all disputed 
cases the ultimate appeal lies; and to record 
and certify that usage is the work, each in his 
own department, of the grammarian, the lexi- 
cographer, and the orthoepist, — the last two, 
however, being frequently united in one, as 
most dictionaries now give the pronunciation 
of words with more or less care. 

Of authorities on pronunciation at the present 
time, the most trustworthy are the Englishman 
Smart, and our own countryman Worcester ; 
and where they agree, we may follow without 
hesitation* 

Of Mr. Smart it is justly remarked in the pre- 
face to Worcester's Dictionary that " of the suc- 
cessors of Walker he appears to have given the 
most careful and discriminating attention to the 
subject; and he may therefore be regarded as 
the best single authority for present usage." 

Mr. Smart himself, in a note to the " Princi- 
ples of Pronunciation " prefixed to his last edition 
of Walker's Pronouncing Dictionary, speaks of 
his own qualifications as follows : — 

3 
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" At this stage in the work I have undertaken, it 
will be a proper question for my reader or inspector 
to put, and therefore a proper one for me to answer, 
'What have been your opportunities to know that 
these are the elements of English pronunciation ? ' 
To which I reply, I do not undertake to say that Eng- 
lish is spoken everywhere with these sounds and none 
other, — in Dublin, for instance, in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow and in New York, — but that these are the 
elements of English pronunciation according to the 
usage of the well-educated in the British metropolis. 
My confidence in my judgment on this point is thus 
groimded. I was bom and bred at the West End of 
London ; I appeared before the public five and twenty 
years ago, as soon as I became of age, in a ' Practical 
Grammar of English Pronunciation,* -^ a work more 
elaborate than the subject needed. From that time 
to the present I have been employed, seldom out of 
London, as a teacher of elocution in the first families 
of the kingdom, not excepting the family of the high- 
est person ; during the same time I have been engaged 
on firequent returning occasions as a lecturer on elocu- 
tion at all the liter^ and scientific institutions of the 
metropolis ; and my intercourse with men of letters, at 
public and other conversazioni in London during the 
same period, has been constant." 

Noah Webster was undoubtedly well equipped 
by natural talent and patient study ; but he un- 
fortunately spent a great deal of time and energy 
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in encouraging a diversity in pronunciation, as 
well as in spelling, from the best English stan- 
dard ; and even in Dr. Porter's great edition of 
his dictionary, published in 1866, a respect for 
the author has caused the retention of some of 
his innovations, put in brackets with the correct 
spelling or pronunciation, and before it, as if of 
equal or even superior value. A reference, how- 
ever, to the synopsis at the beginning of the 
volume will show on which side is the weight of 
authority ; and if the student will only take the 
trouble to make the reference in such cases, 
he will find that Webster's Dictionary, in the 
edition referred to, is the best single work he 
can have. The essay on the " Principles of 
Pronunciation " by Professor Goodrich and Mr. 
Wheeler, which is included in the synopsis just 
alluded to, is perspicuous, and in the main ju- 
dicious as well as accurate; and it cannot be 
studied with too much care. Almost its only 
defect is found in its concessions to the prevail- 
ing and deplorable slovenliness in the enuncia- 
tion of unaccented syllables. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE LETTER "A." 
I. 

The remarks of the authors of the essay above 
referred to, respecting the influence of Walker 
upon pronunciation in England, give a clew to 
the origin of the unfortunate change in one 
of the sounds of the letter a which has taken 
place to so great an extent in this country. 
There was undoubtedly in Walker's day, in the 
early part of the present century, a reaction 
against the excessively broad utterance of cer- 
tain words in which it occurs ; but that reaction 
went a great deal farther and has persisted much 
longer in this country than in England. The 
exact line to follow cannot be more delicately 
drawn than in the essay of Goodrich and Wheeler ; 
but those of our countrymen who profess to be 
guided by it do not always take the trouble to 
ascertain exactly where this line lies. It is not 
uncommon, for instance, to hear Americans ob- 
ject to the " Italian a " in the class of words re- 
ferred to in the preceding chapter, and remark, 
in a satisfied way, that they prefer a " medium 
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sound." Now, Goodrich and Wheeler do indeed 
recommend, in certain cases, an " intermediate" 
sound of a between the " Italian a," as in far^ 
and the " short «," as in /at, but never a drawling 
prolongation of the "short a /" and furthermore, 
the words in which such intermediate sound is 
recommended form only a part of those now 
under discussion. Of these there is a class of 
common words in which the vowel-sound is by 
all authorities, English and American, given as 
that of the " Italian a " as in far, except that in 
a few cases there is a tendency toward the still 
broader sound of aw. They are some contain- 
ing au and a/, as aunf, haunt, flaunty daunt^ 
vaunty Jaunty saunter, hau7ichy launchy paunch, 
stanchy gaunt, jaundiccy craunchy laughy laugh- 
ter, half, calf, calm, palm, psalm, balmy qualmy 
and their compounds. As to the pronunciation 
of these and their derivatives, English usage, 
with the exception above noted, is and always 
has been unanimous; and among authorities, 
whether English or American, there has never 
been any question about it. Notwithstanding, 
we all know that American usage tends to flat- 
ten the vowel-sound in these words into this 
same drawling prolonging of the " short «," pro- 
ducing the iriipression, as an English critic sar- 
castically remarks, " that the sound is running 
out at the corners of the mouth." 
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II. 

The class of words in which an " intermediate " 
sound is recommended by the latest English 
orthoepists comprises chiefly monosyllables end- 
ing in aff^ afty ass, ast, ask, asp, with a few in 
ance and ant; as staff, aft^ haft, ask, hasp, 
pass, last, past, castle, chance, chant. This in- 
termediate sound, however, as heard in the best 
English society, or at the present day in some 
of the most cultivated circles of our own coun- 
try, is, in the opinion of the writer, by no means 
a prolongation or lengthening of the " short ^," 
but a short utterance of the " Italian ^," as in 
what ; that is to say, as we have already seen, 
exactly the sound of the so-called ** short o " in 
hot, not, etc. In the vocabulary forming part of 
this volume it is given in such words as an alter* 
native to the short sound of a. 

That this opinion coincides with that of the 
editors of Webster's Dictionary is shown by the 
following citation from the essay of Professor 
Goodrich and Mr. Wheeler, who, after speaking 
of the " shortened sound of the Italian a" intro- 
duced into the Dictionary of Fulton and Knight, 
go on to say : — 

" They [Fulton and Knight] give the word lard as 
an example of their long Italian sound, and last of their 
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short Italian sound, and mark with the latter the en- 
tire class of words now under consideration ; such as 
s taffy grafty pass, last, ask, g^^pt and a few words in 
nee and /z/, as dance and chant In this way they 
guard against that undue prolongation of the Italian a 
which offended Walker, and still retain in use one of 
the finest sounds of our language. This is the sound 
recommended in this volume [Webster's Unabridged 
Dictionary, edition of 1866], and marked -1, a. Some 
might possibly prefer one a little less open, verging 
slightly more toward that of a in an ; and there is 
certainly room here for a diversity of taste and prac- 
tice among those who agree in the main point of re- 
jecting the extreme shortness of Walker's sound. If 
it be proposed, however, to give these words a sound 
intermediate in quality between the Italian a and our 
short ay one thing is important to be considered. Mr. 
Smart states, in answer to an inquiry on the subject, 
that although he can exemplify such a sound, he is 
not aware that anything of the kind is used among the 
educated classes in England. The only alternative 
there seems to be between the 'Italian a'* (long or 
short), and the extreme 'short a' of Walker; and it 
is natural and desirable that those among us who re- 
ject the latter should adopt the same sound with those 
who led the way in that rejection upon the other side 
of the Atlantic. Any one who heard the lectures of 
Mr. Thackeray, during his visit to this country in 
1855-1856, and noticed his pronunciation, must have 
been struck with the definite sound of the ' Italian a^ 
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which he gave to all words of this class. He even 
gave that sound to the word answer, which, though 
common in England, is comparatively rare in America. 
A gentleman who held for many years a high diplo- 
matic station at the Court of St. James told the writer 
that, except among Londoners, he almost imiformly 
heard the * Italian a * in such cases, especially among 
the officers of Government and the nobility and gentry 
with whom he was led to associate. Such also is said 
by members of Oxford and Cambridge to be the case 
now at those universities ; and some of the most emi- 
nent preachers of the kingdom, such as the Bishop of 
Oxford [Wilberforce], have been mentioned in con- 
firmation of this remark. It is for such reasons that 
the words in question are here [in Webster's Diction- 
ary] marked with a shortened or brief sound of the 
Italian a, in accordance with the views and practice 
of Dr. Webster." 

During the summer of 1885, the writer of the 
present work attended service in almost every 
cathedral in England, and heard on these and 
other occasions a large number of educated men 
read and speak ; and unless his ear greatly de- 
ceived him, he never once heard, in words of 
the class last enumerated, the drawling prolon- 
gation of the " short Uj' except from the lips of 
our own countrymen, of whose frequently nasal 
pronunciation it was supposed to be a part. 
The ** short a " was indeed frequently heard in 
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them, but by far the greater number of good 
speakers pronounced staff, haft, gasp, pass, ask, 
prance, very nearly, if not exactly, as if they had 
been spelled stoff, hoft, gosp, poss, osk, pronce; 
while all the common people, together with very 
many barristers, clergymen, and members of the 
most cultivated classes, simply gave them the 
full " Italian ^," as in arm and far. The dis- 
agreeable sound already condemned is often 
heard in the United States as a result of drawl- 
ing the " short a " in cases where all authorities 
are unanimous in saying it should be kept short, 
as in dad, handsome, savage, etc., pronounced 
" baad," " haansome," etc. Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes ridicules this error very effectively in 
the conversations of country people given in his 
" Elsie Venner." 

III. 

Another international bone of contention is 
found in the sound of the letter a in such words 
as air, care, fair, bare, prayer, chair. All au- 
thorities agree that the a has not its long sound 
as in fate. The question is, has it a simple, and, 
if we may say so, homogeneous sound, or has it 
a compound one somewhat diphthongal in char- 
acter. Dr. Webster, Mr. Smart, and most or- 
thoepists are of the latter opinion ; and so far as 
the present writer has been able to observe, such 
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is also the practice in the most cultivated society 
in this country. It is difficult to treat this sub- 
ject so as to be intelligible or even endurable to 
the ordinary reader. The point is that in such 
cases the a is not to be combined with the r and 
ejaculated in a single and somewhat guttural 
sound, as is often heard in this country, but, as 
already remarked, is to be so far diphthongal 
that the two elements of which it is composed 
are perceptible, the first of these elements being 
not the full diphthongal sound of the long a as 
in fate^ but the first and most important mem- 
ber of it, without its " vanishing sound " of ee^ 
and the second, the sound of the syllable er^ 
which takes the place of the " vanish." Another 
fact makes the difference still more marked be^ 
tween the two ; namely, that in th« correct pro- 
nunciation the second member of the diphthong 
is almost always spoken in a different note from 
the first. The best illustration, perhaps, which 
can be given of the correct pronunciation is 
found in a note on this subject by Mr. Smart 
in his edition of Walker's Pronouncing Diction- 
ary. His words are: — 

"It has been said, there is a palpable difference 
between the vowel-sound mpayer^ player^ slayer^ and 
that in care, fair, hair, and share. What difference 
may be made in New York, I know not ; but I know 
that none is made in London, nor can be made, with- 
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out that peculiar effect which shows an effort to distin- 
guish what in general is necessarily undistinguishable.*' 

There is, however, an erroneous pronunciation 
in which the " vanishing sound " of the " long a " 
{ee) is preserved, thus making, with the sound of 
the r, a sort of triphthong ; an4 it is doubtless 
this which Mr. Smart condemns in the private 
letters referred to by Goodrich and Wheeler 
(1889). 

IV. 

Almost all other errors in the pronunciation 
of the letter now under consideration are caused 
by the prevailing tendency, among all English- 
speaking people, to obscure and degrade all 
vowel-sounds, especially when occurring in un- 
accented syllables. This tendency has been so 
strong and so widespread that some orthoepists 
have fallen in with it even to the extent of lend- 
ing it the sanction of their authority; and the 
rapid progress which has been made on this 
downward road may easily be verified by com- 
paring the markings in Smart's edition of Walk- 
er's Dictionary, published in 1846, with those in 
" The Orthoepist," published in New York in 1 886. 
For instance, in the essay already mentioned as 
prefixed to Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, 
occurs a paragraph which, considering the in- 
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fluence of the work, is greatly to be regretted. 
It is as follows : — 

" When an unaccented syllable ends in a consonant, 
its vowel ... is apt to suffer a change or corruption 
of its distinctive quality, passing over into some 
sound of easier utterance. Thus the vowel-sounds 
in the unaccented syllables ar, er, ir, or^ ur^ yr, as 
in altar, offer, tapir, mirror, zephyr, are coincident 
with that of the second u in sulphur. As a gen- 
eral rule, a or ^; in unaccented syllables ending in a 
consonant, verge toward or fall into the sound of short 
u, particularly in colloquial discourse, as in ballad, 
barrack, verbal, capstan, jalap, bias, ballast, havoc, 
method, pistol, venom, compel, flagon, bishop, pilot, 
provost r 

The foregoing gives an accurate idea both of 
the prevailing carelessness among speakers and 
of the supineness of those who assume to be 
the public guides, — a supineness little less than 
disgraceful, for the careless pronunciation above 
recorded, though only too general in this coun- 
try, has never been universal. There has always 
been, as there is now, an ilite by whom, even in 
familiar conversation, such a slurring over of 
vowel-sounds would be counted as little less 
than vulgarity. 

In Worcester's Unabridged Dictionary the 
pronunciation is given generally with excellent 
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judgment and great accuracy, except in the case 
of the unaccented vowels. These, unfortunately, 
m a large proportion of cases are marked as 
"obscure," without further explanation, — which 
simply results in permitting the careless to slur 
them over without restraint. 

It is to be regretted that these examples have 
been followed recently in the otherwise excellent 
little manual, " The Orthoepist." To it is pre- 
fixed the following extraordinary list of " Vowels 
alike in Sound;" namely, ''a in liar, like e in 
brier^ i in ruitiy in majory and u in sulphur^ 

Now, it would certainly be a slovenly speaker 
indeed who would pronounce ruin^ " ru-un," and 
almost any one in speaking deliberately and 
with emphasis, as in debate or from the pulpit, 
would make a difference between the last sylla- 
bles of liaTy majory and sulphur. It is even 
probable that this would be the practice of the 
author of " The Orthoepist " himself, as he justly 
remarks, in one of the judicious notes which 
enrich his little volume, that " the mangling of 
the terminal vowels is more offensive to a cul- 
tured ear than the misplacing of an accent." 

The fear of being thought affected or pedantic, 
even by those whose opinion should have little 
weight, seems to be a veritable bugbear to many 
speakers; and it is true that even a slight 
departure from local usage will elicit criticism 
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more or less good-natured; but this may be 
borne with the more equanimity that its dog- 
matism and intolerance will be found in pretty 
accurate proportion to its ignorance of the sub- 
ject. A story pertinent here used to be told of a 
country boy who complained of his sister's put- 
ting on airs, saying that " Sence she 's ben tu 
spellin* school, she puts a po to taters and a mo 
to lasses.'' Indeed, in the cases now under con- 
sideration, the fear would probably be ground- 
less, for it is certainly possible to bring out the 
final vowel with as much clearness as its want 
of accent warrants, without danger of being taxed 
by any person of cultivated ear with pedantry or 
affectation. On the contrary, such a clear and 
discriminating utterance of the final vowel gives 
an inexpressible charm of delicacy and lightness 
to the speech. The timid will perhaps be en- 
couraged by the following remarks of the 
enlightened and liberal Archdeacon Hare : — 

"Though our language, like everything, and in- 
deed more almost than anything, else which we have 
inherited from our ancestors, is to be regarded with 
dutiful veneration, that veneration is not to be merely 
passive, — in which case, it would soon degenerate into 
idolatry, — but active. It is not %o be put aside and 
locked up as an heirloom, but to be employed and 
cultivated and improved as an estate. We are to 
uphold our native language, but not the impurities it 
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may in course of time have contracted from ignorance 
or indolence or caprice. On the contrary, we uphold 
it best by freeing it from these impurities." 

The true rule for indicating the pronunciation 
of words in dictionaries and works on orthoepy 
is to give it as it should be in the most deliber- 
ate, dignified, and emphatic discourse, leaving to 
each speaker the task, unfortunately only too 
easy, of " obscuring " the vowels in common 
conversation. 

** The noblest Roman of them all " 

is usually spoken as if written, — 

" T^uh noblust Romun uv thum aU^^ 

so that five vowels out of six have been virtu- 
ally lost, and in their stead we have the everlast- 
ing uhy uh, of our modern English as ordinarily 
spoken in America, and too often in the mother- 
country. It must be patent to every one that it 
is quite possible to give the pure sound to 
each of these vowels, not only without pedantry, 
but greatly to the improvement of the phrase, 
and to the increase, not only of music, but of 
dignity in it. This is indeed only putting in 
practice Dr. Johnson's well-known axiom that 
for pronunciation the best general rule is to 
consider those the most elegant speakers who 
deviate least from the written words. The fact 
is that the degradation of our vowels has gone 
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to such a pass that a reaction may naturally 
be expected ; and it is not unlikely that only a 
comparatively slight effort on our part may be 
necessary to bring it about. 

V. 

Returning to the consideration of the letter 
a, we remark that in the various terminations in 
which it occurs, almost all the sounds already 
assigned to it are exemplified. When the last 
letter of a word, it is often given in rural dis- 
tricts its **long" sound (rhyming with Aay^, 
producing, when carelessly spoken, Ameriky, 
and the like, which have a very rustic sound ; 
but in reality the Amerikuh of the more culti- 
vated classes is little better. Its correct sound 
in such cases is exactly the " medium sound 
of English orthoepists, or a short "Italian a. 
In the termination ate, when forming part of a 
verb, the a is long, as, for instance, in coftcen- 
trate ; when it forms part of a noun or adjec- 
tive, as palate, confederate, the a has still the 
same quality, the only difference being that 
when quickly enunciated it loses its " vanishing 
sound " of ee. This last is always the case in 
the suffixes able and age, as in taxable, courage. 
In the terminations ac, al, ant, as, ax, as in 
Syriac, Pythias, borax, the a has its short sound, 
which should be distinctly given. 



It 
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CHAPTER VI. 



THE LETTER " E. 



I. 

The four sounds expressed in English by this 
letter are exemplified in the words mey mety therCy 
serge ; and a very little consideration will con- 
vince any one that, as in the case of the preced- 
ing vowel, none of them are in any way derived 
from the first one, — that is, from the "long 
ey* — but are distinct vowel-sounds. The vowel 
e is often also entirely silent, sometimes serving 
in such cases to determine the length of a pre- 
ceding vowel in the same syllable. 

II. 

The last of the four vowel-sounds above enu- 
merated is one that may be properly described 
as " obscure." It occurs before r in a mono- 
syllable or in an accented syllable in which 
the r is not followed by a vowel or by another 
r, and its sound — as, for example, in serge — 
is not unlike that of u in surgey — with which, 
however, it must not be confounded; it may 

be described as about half way between it 

4 
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and the short e in met. The comment on this 
subject in the Goodrich and Wheeler essay, 
already more than once referred to, is the fol- 
lowing, and excellent, as usual : — 

" The vulgar universally, and many cultivated speak- 
ers, both in England and America, give the e in such 
words the full sound of ^ in urge, as * murcy * for mercy, 
* turm ' for term, etc. But in the most approved style 
of pronunciation the organs are placed in a position 
intermediate, thus making (as Smart observes) a com- 
promise between the two. In other words, this ele- 
ment is radically distinct both from the u of urge and 
the e of met; being less guttural than the former, and 
less palatal than the latter, from which it was doubt- 
less originally evolved." 

III. 

The short sound of e, as in met, when it oc- 
curs in the terminations el, et, ege, ent, ence, ess, 
ety, should be preserved with care ; so it should 
also in eSy indicating plurality. 

IV. 

In the termination en, the e is usually silent, 
as in heaven (heav'n), even (ev'n), hearken 
(heark'n). The following are the only excep- 
tions: aspen, chicken, hyphen, kitchen, jerken, 
latten, leaven, lichen^ marten, minchen, paten. 
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patten^ platen^ roweny slaven^ sudden, wicken^ 
yewen ; and also words in which the en is pre- 
ceded by the liquids /, w, «, r, as in woollen, 
omen, linen, siren. A very few of these last, 
however, including fallen, stolen, and swollen^ 
follow the general rule and drop the e. 

V. 

In the termination el, on the contrary, the e is 
almost always sounded, the omission of it being, 
as Goodrich and Wheeler correctly remark, gen- 
erally considered a vulgarism. Thus the noun 
rebel should not be pronounced rebble. It is a 
pity that there should be any exceptions to this 
rule, and the writer recommends that none be 
made. The following are, however, usually 
given as such : barbel, betel, chattel, drivel, easel, 
grovel, hazel, mangel-wurzel, mantel, mispickel, 
mussel, navel, ousels ravel, shekel, shovel, shrivel, 
snivel, swivel, weasel. These words will be found 
in the Vocabulary with a double marking ; thus : 
ravfel or rai/l, except betel, mantel, and mussel, 
in which the e should undoubtedly be clearly pro- 
nounced, to distinguish them from beetle, mantle, 
and muscle. 

VI. 

In the termination ed the e is often dropped ; 
but it is restored when ly or ness is added, as in 
assuredly, composedness. 
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In the following words the e is sounded when 
they are used as adjectives: agid, beloved, 
blessid, crabbtd^ craggkd, crutchbdy cursed^ 
cuspid^ doggidy hookid^ J^gg^d, learnidy leggtd^ 
nakidy peakidy pickid (meaning sharp), raggidy 
ruggidy stubbidy wickidy wingidy wretchid. In 
derivatives from these words also the e is 
sounded, as in wickedlyy wretchednesSy but not 
in compounds formed from them, as thrice- 
bless* dy full-ag'd; nor is ft sounded when they 
are simply the past tense or past participle of 
a verb. Thus, " It is from a learnid man that I 
learrid these facts." " That fellow has dogg'd 
my steps all day in the most doggid manner." 

VII. 

In the plural termination esy the e is usually 
dropped, except when it forms an additional 
syllable, in which case it should be pronounced 
ezy not iz or uz. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE LETTER "I." 
I. 

This letter, like its fellow-vowels, has several 
different sounds, which are exemplified in the 
words mine^ machine^ bitty dirge. The first, or 
" long sound," from which it takes its name, is not 
simple, but compound, — a diphthong, in fact, — 
and the others are not modifications of it, but 
separate and distinct sounds, which will be 
treated of more fully as they occur in the Vo- 
cabulary ; for the pronunciation of this vowel is 
especially irregular. 

As to the component sounds of this diph- 
thong /, there is a difference of opinion. In 
the United States it is almost universally spoken 
as if composed of ah BXidee; but Smart condemns 
this as " Northern " (referring, no doubt, to Scot- 
land or Yorkshire), and asserts the true compo- 
nents to be uk and ee. His words are : — 

"This sound is diphthongal. In the mouth of a 
well-bred Londoner it begins with the sound heard in 
ur, but without sounding the r, and tapers off into e. 
Some allege its composition to be ak and ^, — but this 
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is Northern ; while others make it aw and e^ — which 
is still more rustic." 

The last of the four sounds above given, that 
of i in dirge^ fir^ girl, is often pronounced as if 
identical with the vowel-sound in urge ^ fur ^ curl ; 
but it is really the same as that of the e in verge^ 
her^ pearly and others of this same class already 
discussed under the letter e. 

The letter i is rarely silent, and when clearly 
^enunciated, it more than any other vowel con- 
tributes finish and elegance to the speech. 
Especially must its short sound (as in sin) be 
given unmistakably in the numerous termina- 
tions in which it occurs ; namely : //, ily^ /«, incey 
it, ity, ility, ive, itive, itude, ible, ibility ; and 
the student will do well to practise diligently 
the words containing it. 

This letter, as already remarked, is so very 
irregular that it is impossible to give rules for 
all cases, and whenever in doubt, the student 
should have recourse to some good dictionary. 

See note to Social in the Vocabulary. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE LETTER " O." 
I. 

The long sound, or name-sound^ of this vowel, 
while not so evidently diphthongal as / and u, 
is yet. not simple, but compound, and of the 
same class as a, having a " vanish " in 00 after 
the initial sound. This vanishing sound of 00 
should always be given when the long o is in- 
dicated in monosyllables and accented syllables. 
In America a large class of persons omit this in 
many short words in common use, — as stone^ 
homey coaty boat, revolt^ sloths smoke^ swollen^ 
wkoUy and others. This slovenly pronunciation, 
scrupulously to be avoided, goes, in rural dis- 
tricts, to the length of substituting *' hum " for 
homey " stun " for stoney " hull " for whole, and 
the like. In unaccented syllables this vanishing 
sound of 00 is properly omitted, as in opine^ 
potatOy and in the terminations ony and ory. 

II. 

The nine different sounds represented by the 
letter o are exemplified in the following words ; 
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oldf robusty not^ losSy love, movCy wolfy corn, sum- 
mon. The first two in the list have already been 
commented on. As for the so-called ** regular 
short sound of ^,*' it is not at all, as has been 
already remarked, the shortened enunciation of 
a " long Oy' but of an entirely different sound, 
namely, that of the " Italian ^," precisely as in 
what The vowel-sound in love is simply that 
of the " short ^," and would be equally well 
produced by luv. That in move is the regular 
sound of ooy as in moot. That in wolf is also 
found in wool and fulL None of these offer any 
difficulty. 

III. 

In losSy however, we have an illustration of 
the sound of o when preceding ss, st, th, and ng; 
as in cross, cost, cloth, long, which is intermedi- 
ate between the " short o " of cot and the ** broad 
a " of caught. To give the extreme short sound 
of in such words, is affectation ; to give them 
the full sound of broad a^ as in call, is scarcely 
less than vulgar, 

IV. 

In storm, orbit, abhor, and the like, we have 
the sound of the "broad a,'' which in such 
words IS rarely pronounced incorrectly. The 
unaccented termination or, however, is often 
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slurred into ur. It should have the same sound 
as in foTy but more quickly pronounced, as in 
author y stupor ^ suitor y etc. ; so that a delicate but 
quite perceptible diflference distinguishes words 
of this class, frequently of Latin derivation, from 
the Saxon derivatives ending in er. 

V. 

In the termination on the o is in some cases 
perhaps hopelessly corrupted, or is even not 
pronounced at all, as in bacon (bac'n), beckon 
(beck'n), lesson (less'n), mason (mas'n), mut- 
ton (mutt'n), pardon (pardon), reason (reas'n), 
reckon (reck'n). 

YI. 

The diphthong ou or ow^ as in loudy house^ 
cowy is precisely like the German and Spanish 
an, its component sounds being ak and oo. In 
some parts of the United States, especially in 
Pennsylvania, it is corrupted by changing the 
ah (namely, the Italian ^, as in far) into the 
short sound of a in hat. This should be care- 
fully avoided. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE LETTER " U. 



I. 

The five sounds of this letter are exemplified 
in the words mutCy nut^ rudey pully burn ; and 
after the remarks already made upon the other 
vowels, it is unnecessary to dwell upon the fact 
that they are none of them modifications of the 
long or name sound, but are all distinct and in- 
dependent vowel-sounds. 

11. 

The long sound is in fact a diphthong, com- 
posed of ee and oo ; and the most common fault 
in the pronunciation of this vowel is the neglect 
to give this full diphthongal sound after dj /, n 
and / in monosyllables and accented syllables 
Thus, one often hears nude pronounced " nood ; ' 
newy " noo ; " tuney " toon ; " tutoVy " tooter ; ' 
tubey " toob ; " deWy " doo ; " duty, " dooty ; ' 
lutCy " loot," etc. This, Dean Alford, in his 
" Queen's English," condemns as a " very offen- 
sive vulgarism : " and all authorities concur with 
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him, but with the caution that the diphthong be 
spoken quickly, as one syllable, and not drawled 
out so as to produce " tee-oon," " dee-ooty," 
" tee-oob," and the like. After r, however, u is 
never diphthongal, but has always the sound of 
00; and it is a singular fact that the diphthongal 
sound is erroneously given after r by many per- 
sons, especially in New England, who neglect to 
give it correctly after d, /, n, and t 

Where the diphthongal sound is called for in 
unaccented syllables, as in monument^ educate^ 
residue, it may be as short as it can be made, 
provided it lose nothing of its quality; for, as 
Smart correctly remarks, " the smallest corrup- 
tion of its sound in such situations carries with 
it an impression of negligent vulgarity." 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE LETTER *' R." 
I. 

This letter has three distinct sounds. The 
first is its consonant-sound, which it has in two 
cases; namely, when it is not preceded by a 
vowel, and when it occurs between two vowels 
of which the first is short, — as in rap, trip^ 
barofiy peril. This sound is rarely given with 
sufficient clearness in the United States. In the 
Vocabulary it is indicated by doubling the r; 
thus, rrapf rruby etc. 

II. 

The second can scarcely be called an inde- 
pendent sound, but rather a prolongation or 
lengthening of the preceding vowel. It occurs 
when the syllables ar, ety ir^ or, tir, yr, are not 
immediately followed by a vowel; as in far, 
star, mart, heart, alarm, her, verse, verge, perch 
fir, firm, dirt, or, storm, born, corn, cur, churl, 
purse, murmur y myrrh, myrtle. Smart remarks : 

" The extreme among the vulgar in London doubt- 
less is to omit the r altogether, — to convert far into 
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' feh/ hard into * hahd/ cord into ' cawd/ ^r// into 
* lawd,' — an extreme which must be avoided as care- 
ftdly as the strong trill of the r in an improper place." 

This faulty pronunciation, when it occurs in 
the United States, is seldom heard among the 
vulgar, who nearly always give the r in such 
cases a strong guttural sound. 

III. 

The third sound of r occurs when it follows 
either a diphthong or the " long sound " of one 
of the vowels. It is, in fact, not a consonant, 
but a true vowel sound, the addition of which 
produces in these cases a compound vowel 
sound, diphthongal in character. This sound 
of r is very nearly that of the syllable er. It 
is heard in care^ chair^ bear, etc., which should 
rhyme exactly with pray-er ; in kerey near^ sere, 
deary etc., which rhyme exactly with se-er ; in 
tire, firCy hire, brier, etc., which rhyme with 
high-er ; in bore, core, door, morey boar, etc., 
which rhyme with sow-er ; in sure, pure, lure, 
curey etc., which rhyme with y^ze^-^r/ in lyre y pyre y 
rhyming with nigh-er ; in oury soury floury houry 
etc., which rhyme v^\^ flow-er. The'important 
point to be observed is that in the case of the 
" long a " and "long ^," the "vanishing sounds " 
(namely, ee and od) are omitted, their place 
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being taken by the sound of the r, which may be 
represented by the syllable er^ and which has 
so little " guttural vibration " as not to differ in 
character from a true vowel. The usual Ameri- 
can defect in the pronunciation of such words is 
the neglect to bring out neatly the separate 
vowel-sounds, and the substitution for them of 
a single guttural vowel-sound. Smart's remarks 
on this point have been already quoted. 

TH. 

This combination of letters stands in English 
for two different sounds, one of which is found 
in thin and thinks the other in this and that. 
It is a pity that the two Anglo-Saxon letters 
which stood for these two sounds have not come 
down with them to us, for in neither case are 
they a combination of the sounds of / and h. 

The sound of th (whether vocal, as in this^ or 
unvocal as in thin) remains unchanged in the 
plurals of the words in which it occurs, with the 
exception of bath^ clothe lath, mouth, oath, path, 
and wreath, which are vocal in the plural, while 
unvocal in the singular. 
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CHAPTER XL 



PRACTICE TABLES. 



Enough has been said on the theory of pro- 
nunciation to prepare the student for the profit- 
able study of the subject in a practical way. It 
is an excellent plan to make lists of the words 
offering any difficulty, and to repeat them aloud 
slowly and with great care, till the correct pro- 
nunciation becomes the natural one. It is to 
aid in this study that a list of words very often 
incorrectly or carelessly pronounced is given in 
the Appendix. Words differing slightly afford 
the best of practice, and some selections are 
given below in parallel columns. 



al 


el 


a 


ol 


le 


missal 


mussel 


missile 




muscle 


spiral 


Tyrrel 


virile 


Tyrol 


twirl 


metal 


martel 


mobile 


menthol 


mettle 


tidal 


towel 


idyll 


idol 


idle 


feudal 


fuel 


fusil 


vitriol 


fiddle 


tribal 


Ubel 


febrile 




Bible 


basal 


counsel 


council 




fizzle 


several 


pickerel 


Peveril 




terrible 


mural 


mandrel 


mandrill 




mangle 
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al 


el 


il 


ol 


le 


cyrnbal 


sorrel 


sibyl 


symbol 


thimble 


medal 


citadel 


juvenile 




meddle 


Ebal 


rebel 


debile 


Athol 


pebble 


penal 


fennel 


puerile 


phenol 


purple 


crystal 


cruel 


Cecil 


Bristol 


nestle 


mental 


tinsel 


textile 


menthol 


mantle 


dual 


duel 


ductile 




tool 


vial 


rowel 




viol 


vile 


principal 


cruel 


prehensile 




principle 


sepal 


travel 


pupil 




people 


bridal 


fardel 


cortile 




bridle 


labial 


label 


agile 


gambol 


gamble 


postal 


pastel 


pistil 


pistol 




petal 


revel 


reptile 




settle 


pedal 


drivel 






peddle 


coral 


quarrel 


peril 


carol 


ferule 


cereal 


oriel 


civil 




cattle 


sandal 


rondel 


tranquil 




candle 


sepal 


shrapnel 


subtile 




subtle 


vassal 


vessel 


facile 




wrestle 


facial 


parcel 


fossil 




jostle 


basal 


bushel 


basil 




pestle 


petal 


ratel 


futile 




pottle 


formal 


Carmel 


VirgU 




fuddle 


copal 


carpel 


jonquil 




couple 


carnal 


chamel 


docile 




double 


oval 


level 


axil 




axle 


choral 


borel 


beryl 




bottle 


vernal 


kernel 


vigil 




cattle 


quintal 


lintel 


lentile 
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In words ending in en, the e is 
generally not sounded except In words ending in el, the e 
when it is preceded by a liquid, should always be sounded, 
that is, by 1, m, n, or r. 



Examples under 


List of all 


Kxamnlftftr 


List of Exceptions 


the Rule. 


Exceptions. 




sometimes given. 


heark'n 


aspen 


barrel 


barbl 


thick'n 


chicken 


petrel 


bet'l 


height'n 


hyphen 


camel 


chatt'l 


kitt'n 


kitchen 


fennel 


driv'l 


silk'n 


jerken 


sorrel 


shriv'l 


gard'n 


latten 


level 


sniv'I 


oak'n 


lichen 


chisel 


swiv*l 


heart'n 


marten 


tassel 


eas'l 


beech'n 


minchen 


towel 


teas'l 


fatt'n 


paten 


parcel 


weas'l 


batt'n 


patten 


hovel 


grov'l 


flatt'n 


platen 


novel 


shov'l 


op'n 


rowen 


funnel 


haz'I 


ov*n 


sloven 


tinsel 


swing'l 


gladd'n 


sudden 


trowel 


tows'l 


quick'n 


wicken 


panel 


navl 


mitt'n 


yewen 


gavel 


rav'l 






kennel 


sheka 






morsel 


mang*l-wurzl 


When the en is 


preceded by a 


The above column of excep- 


liquid, the e is sounded. 


tions is inserted for the benefit 


Examples of 


List of all 


of the timid. 


> See Vocabulary. 


the Role. 


Exceptions. 






pollen 


M'n 






linen 


stol'n 






woollen 


swoll'n 
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able (ab-1) 


tble (ib-1) The sonnd of o 


should be dis- 






tinctly given 


in words like 






the following, but without the 


— 




"vanishing sound " of oo. 


available 


divisible 


opinion 


hollow 


interminable 


intelligible 


ovation 


billow 


respectable 


discernible 


innovate 


pillow 


calculable 


sensible 


peroration 


willow 


reasonable 


plausible 


follow 


widow 


navigable 


responsible 


fallow 


window 


seasonable 


reprehensible fellow 


bellow 


valuable 


mandible 


mellow 




salable 


terrible 






capable 


audible 


potato 




invaluable 


incompatible 




parable 


forcible 


tobacco 


hallow 


honorable 


feasible 


police 


callow 


amiable 


risible 






remarkable 


permissible 






ed 


id 


et 


it 


wretched 


rigid 


prophet 


profit 


knitted 


limpid 


fidget 


digit 


mated 


vapid 


turret 


spirit 


crowded 


torpid 


latchet 


exit 


crabbed 


turbid 


poet 


permit 


patted 


pallid 






wedded 


tumid 


sherbet 


orbit 


padded 


valid 


docket 


dixit 


added 


rabid 


locket 


credit 


wicked 


fluid 


linnet 


tabbit 


cusped 


tepid 


garnet 


habit 


aged 


turgid 
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ance 


ence 


ant 


ent 


endurance 


prescience 


applicant 


salient 


substance 


corpulence 


vacant 


ambient 


consonance 


continence 


infant 


affluent 


assurance 




cormorant 


somnolent 


arrogance 


diffidence 


relevant 


prurient 


ambulance 


sapience 


dominant 


penitent 


elegance 


eminence 


disputant 


prominent 


tolerance 


diligence 


sibilant 


pertinent 


appliance 


cadence 






dissonance 


imminence 


relevant 


experiment 


balance 


silence 


triumphant 


putrescent 


predominance permanence malignant 


malevolent 


assonance 


affluence 






deliverance 


reference 


elephant 


element 


ar 


er 


or 


ax 


liar 


brier 


orator 


consular 


calendar 


calender 


conspirator 


oracular 


popular 


porter 


senator 


muscular 


secular 


sweeper 


monitor 


insular 


particular 


ruler 


counsellor 


jocular 


pillar 


tiller 


compositor 


auricular 


friar 


drier 


mentor 


molar 


alar 


nailer 


tutor 


solar 


polar 


roller 


prior 


stellar 


ate 


et 


ative (at-iv) 


itive (it-iv) 


violate 


violet 


derivative 


definitive 


prelate 


parapet 


imperative 


infinitive 


potentate 


coronet 


indicative 


inquisitive 
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ate et 

vindicate martinet 

adjudicate sarcenet 

predicate tabinet 



ative (at-iv) 
laxative 
restorative 
relative 
superlative 



itive (it-iv) 
lenitive 
sensitive 
primitive 



In a Final Syllable short i 
should always be sounded. 



.EsEamples. 

Latin 

origin 

tannin 

pencil 

pupil 



List of Excep- 
tions sometimes 
given. 

rais'n 

bas'n 

cous'n 

ev'l 

dev'l 

See Vocabulary. 



g (hard) and k. 

guard 

guUe 

girl 

guide 

garden 

kind 

card 

regard 



bard 

file 

curl 

hide 

harden 

bind 

hard 

debarred 



The Pronunciation of the 

Tennination ed varies in 

certain Words — 

When an Adjective, When a Participle 
thee is sounded i or Verb, the e 

IS not. 



aged 

beloved 

blessed 

cragged 

crutched 

cursed 

cusped 

dogged 

hooked 

jagged 

learned 

legged 

naked 

peaked 

picked 

ragged 

rugged 



See Vocabulary for the exact pronun- Stubbed 
ciation of the words in the first of the --^^i-^^ 
above columns. WICKCQ 

winged 
wretched 



ag'd 

belov'd 

bless'd 



curs'd 

dogg'd 
hook'd 

leam'd 
legg'd 



pick'd 



stubb'd 



wing'd 
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« 



English" or 


"Italian "a 


" Intermediate 


"Short "a 


« Broad " a 




Soimd " of a 




awe 


ah 


what 


at 


flaw 


path 


fast 


fan 


paw 


palm 


pass 


pat 


awmng 


aunt 


asp 


add 


haul 


hatmch 


hasp 


hat 


cough 


calf 


aft 


cab 


law 


laugh 


last 


lap 


alter 


laughter 


after 


latter 


English 


German 


German 


English 


Long XL 


Long a 


Short u 


Short XL 


mute 


moot 


wood 


mud 


dupe 


coop 


crook 


cluck 


lure 


poor 


put 


purr 


tune 


rune 


took 


tuck 


suit 


shoot 


shook 


shuck 


dew 


do 


cook 


cud 


new 


noon 


nook 


nut 


flute 


hoop 


foot 


hut 


nude 


brood 


good 


blood 


lute 


loot 


look 


luck 


dune 


soon 


book 


buck 


duke 


whoop 


rook 


duck 


deuce 


moose 


full 


muck 


thew 


tomb 


wool 


some 


allume 


loom 


hook 


ruck 


due 


two 


bull 


dull 


puke 


spook 


pull 


cull 
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er 


ir 


ur 


pert 


dirt 


hurt 


heard 


bird 


word 


pearl 


girl 


ciurl 


earl 


whirl 


fiirl 


Mersey 


myrtle 


fiirzy 


term 


firm 


worm 


her 


fir 


fiir 


serge 


dirge 


surge 


verd 


first 


curst 


early 




burly 


immersed 


thirst 


burst 


verge 


virgin 


urge 


prefer 




occur 


herd 


third 


blurred 


earn 




urn 


berth 


birth 


burr 


search 


birch 


church 


guerdon 


girdle 


hurdle 


mercy 


mirth 


pursy 



The words in each pair of the following columns are perfect 
rhymes, the vowel-somids being precisely the same. 



coop 


soup 


hoop 


loop 


hoof 


aloof 


roof 


proof 


root 


boot 


fruit 


moot 



soon 



moon 



whole 


hole 


home 


loam 


stone 


hone 


road 


code 


coat 


mote 


boat 


note 


oats 


votes 
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room 


loom 


goat 


dote 


dew 


few 


rude 


brood 


due 


pew 


truth 


tooth 


nude 


feud 


rune 


boon 


duke 


puke 


true 


too 


new 


view 


crew 


who 


newt 


acute 


brew 


loo 


lute 


mute 


crude 


food 


lure 


cure 


rue 


do 


tube 


cube 


truce 


Bruce 


lewd 


hewed 


abstruse 


loose 


allude 


reviewed 







The words in the three following columns are exact rhymes, 
the vowel-sounds being precisely alike, as explained in Chap. 
V. sect. 3 ; that is to say, the sound of the r (whether the r 
stands at the end of the word or is followed by e) takes the 
place of the '< vanishing sound'' (ee) of the "long «.'* 



chair 


care 


layer 


pair 


pare 


payer 


lair 


dare 


layer 


hair 


hare 


prayer 


flair 


flare 


flayer 


Blair 


blare 


player 


fair 


fare 


brayer 


air 


share 


slayer 


glair 


glare 


gayer 


stair 


stare 


stayer 


wear 


ware 


weigher 
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CHAPTER XII. 



EXPRESSION. 



We are often struck with admiration at the 
wonderful amount and variety of expression 
thrown into the voice by some accomplished 
speaker, and are ready to think of it what old 
Signor Blitz used to say of ventriloquism, that 
"it is a gift, not an art, and cannot be acquired." 
It is undoubtedly true that there is, in respect to 
it, a great difference among persons apparently 
of equal physical endowments ; but it is equally 
true that with most of us bad habits are respon- 
sible for much of the monotony and indistinct- 
ness of our delivery. These habits are probably 
in the majority of cases by no means past rem- 
edy, and it is for the purpose of correcting them 
that the rules of elocution, with which we first 
became acquainted in our school-days, have been 
devised. These rules are often, perhaps almost 
always, excellent ; but they should be taken by 
the student for no more than they really are, — 
that is to say, an approximate statement merely 
of fact, not an enunciation of infallible law ; for a 
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reliance too great upon them will result in a hol- 
low and inflated style of speaking, more disagree- 
able than the most prosy monotone. It may at 
first seem paradoxical, but it is probably not too 
much to assert, that almost any man who is deeply 
interested in what he is saying, — so much so as 
to make it, whether original or not, truly his own ; 
so much so also as to forget himself and be en- 
tirely indifferent to the criticism of his hearers, — 
will exemplify in his speech most of the rules of 
elocution as to pause, emphasis, and modulation 
of the voice, and that very nearly in the degree 
suitable to his character, his education, and his 
vocal resources. This may be constantly ob- 
served in animated conversation; but in read- 
ing and in formal discourse, self-consciousness 
too often throws us back into the miserable mo- 
notony which has come down with us through 
all the years that have elapsed since we first ac- 
quired it, when we learned to read by the methods 
commonly made use of in schools. The best 
cure for this monotony is diligent and intelli- 
gent practice in reading aloud to one's self. By 
this is not meant simply reading aloud some 
book, no matter how good it may be, but the 
thoughtful and assiduous study and repetition 
of some small part of one, until the student is 
satisfied that he has brought out the full meaning 
as completely and forcibly as the author himself 
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could have done. The passages selected should 
be at first such as are composed of short sen- 
tences which the reader can and must fully ap- 
preciate and enter into. He will soon find that 
to develop the complete sense he will introduce 
pauses between words which he began by run- 
ning together, will put an emphasis on new parts 
of the sentence, and will make use of a more 
varied modulation of the voice ; and it is pre- 
cisely under these three heads of Pause y Empha- 
sis, and Modulation that are grouped all the 
rules of elocution which are worthy our atten- 
tion. Another excellent exercise is reading 
aloud to children ; for with them the most timid 
feel unembarrassed, and in the effort to excite 
their interest will involuntarily fall into a natu- 
ral and expressive manner. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

PAUSE, OR SUSPENSION OF VOICE. 

Pauses, whether in speaking or reading, are 
of capital importance. They give time to draw 
breath, to collect the thoughts and steady the 
nerves, while permitting distinct articulation and 
so dividing the sentence as to make the mean- 
ing easy of perception by the listener. They do 
more than this ; for there will be found an inhe- 
rent fitness in the suspension of the voice un- 
der certain circumstances which will charm and 
satisfy the ear. On this subject also we have a 
formidable list of rules from our friends the elo- 
cutionists, which we are obliged to recommend 
the student to make use of with care, although 
the difficulty of formulating a general law which 
would be intelligible will make a reference to 
these rules desirable. The secret of the matter 
is undoubtedly that " a pause should be made 
at the close of each successive instalment of the 
sense ;** but unfortunately to the untrained speaker 
or reader these instalments do not seem to be 



76 PAUSE, OR SUSPENSION OF VOICE, 

well defined. They are commonly introduced 
by prepositions, conjunctions, adverbs or relative 
pronouns, — from which fact arises the rule of 
elocution that a pause is usually to be made 
before these four parts of speech, as well as 
after but or hence beginning a sentence. 

When a clause occurs in a sentence, out of its 
natural place or order, a pause should be made 
before and after it ; as, " In flint and marble — 
beats a heart." If the idea, which might have 
been expressed in a single word, is developed 
into a clause, a pause should follow ; as, for in- 
stance, after a clause containing the subject of 
a verb, like, " The caged linnet in the spring — 
hearkens for the choral glee." 

A pause is always made after emphatic words 
and clauses; also wherever a word is omitted. 

It is a good plan to select a number of pas- 
sages which are worthy of study, and, marking 
each place where a pause is required to bring 
out the meaning with the greatest force, to read 
them again and again, in a deliberately dignified 
manner, until it becomes instinctive to suspend 
the voice at the right place. 

The following rules are those usually given 
by elocutionists on this subject of pausing: 
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Pause after — 

1. The nominative phrase ; as, 

The trumpet's silver sound — is still. 

The paths of glory — lead but to the grave. 

2. An emphatic single nominative ; as, 

Douglas — reveres his king's commands. 
^ The desert — gave him visions wild. 

3. 'nie objective phrase or predicate in an inverted 

sentence; as. 

Close to my couch — did hammers clang. 
In meadows rich — the heifer lows. 

4. The emphatic word or clause ; as, 

Like bloodhounds — now they search me out. 
An angel — sent from realms of day. 

5. The noun when followed by an adjective ; as, 

Like castle — girdled with its moat. 

With heath-bell — dark and bracken — green. 

6. Words in apposition or opposition ; as, 

Young Blount — Lord Marmion's second squire — 
Bold Norfolk's Earl — De Brotherton. 

7. Buty or hence^ beginning a sentence ; as, 

But — when to good Saint George I prayed. 
Hence — inextricable confusion. 

8. Each member of a series ; as, 

The mail — the acton — and the spear — 
Strong hand — high heart — are useless here. 
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Pause after — 

9. Each clause in a sentence ; as, 

Here — too — are twilight nooks and dells — 
And oft in such — the story tells — 
The damsel — kind — from danger freed — 
Did grateful ^ pay her champion's meed. 

Pause before— 

1. The infinitive mood ; as, 

Thirsting — to pour forth blood for blood. 
The will — to do, the soul — to dare. 

2. Prepositions when governing the whole clause of 

a sentence; as, 

Full many a gem — of purest ray serene. 
What train of dust — with trumpet sound. 

3. Conjunctions connecting groups of words ; as, 

The cock's still clarion — or the echoing horn. 
O'er his huge form — and visage pale. 

4. Adverbs of time, similitude, and some others ; as. 

He took her soft hand — ere her mother could bar. 
See — where yon barefoot abbot stands. 

5. Relative pronouns ; as, 

Her mantle rich — whose borders, etc. 
These mighty clifEs — that heave on high. 

6. Where a word is omitted ; as, 

But stem — the baron's warning — Back! 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

EMPHASIS — ENERGY. 

If there is any one thing which might prop- 
erly be left to the judgment of a speaker, it would 
seem to be the matter of deciding what words to 
bring into prominence by emphasis, or stress of 
voice. Here again, however, we find that the 
causes of monotonous utterance, already men- 
tioned, have been disastrously at work. As 
usual, also, a secondary result has been a crop 
of arbitrary rules from the elocutionists, which 
are only too likely to produce affectation in 
those endeavoring to profit by them. As an 
illustration may be cited the so-called swells 
which, when made use of by rote, and not as 
the natural expression of sincere feeling, prob- 
ably produces more unmitigated disgust in the 
mind of the average listener than almost any 
other of their artificial devices. The true rule 
for emphasis is simply this : First, satisfy your- 
self of the truth and importance of what you 
have to say, and imbue your mind with its full 
meaning ; then emphasize the important words 
boldly, but without exaggeration, and with a 
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proper gradation of force according to their rela- 
tfve value. The same advice is good as regards 
the amount of energy appropriate to the utter- 
ance of the several clauses or sentences. 

Daniel Webster oiice said, in a conversation 
on this subject, that his own practice was to 
emphasize the nouns ; and a general rule of this 
sort is a good one in our language, according 
with what we observe to be the usage of the 
best society in its unrestrained intercourse. The 
emphasis in this case would naturally be a com- 
paratively light one. 

The method of practice recommended for 
acquiring a correct habit of pausing^ is equally 
applicable to this subject; that is, to select a 
choice passage from some good author and 
mark the words requiring emphasis, in a way 
to indicate the relative force to be given to 
each. 

It will of course be understood that what is 
here meant by emphasis is not the modulation 
or inflection of the voice, but simply its varying 
force or energy. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

INFLECTION, OR MODULATION. 

We have now come to a part of our subject 
most interesting, as it is most important and 
most difficult. It is that change of note^ from 
word to word of our speech, by which the vary- 
ing shades of meaning are brought into relief, 
with discriminating delicacy or with impetuous 
vigour, as the case may require. As was to 
have been expected, this subject has been treated 
of, often at great length, under the heads of /«- 
flectioHy Modulation^ Intonation, Melody, Pitch, 
or Cadence, by all rhetoricians and elocutionists ; 
among whom, however, not a few seem never to 
have really grasped the idea that the voice in 
speaking passes through as great a range as in 
singing, and within a given compass makes use 
of a much greater number of notes. The ma- 
jority of ordinary speakers certainly are not 
aware of this fact, and indeed there are doubt- 
less many persons to whom it can hardly be 
made fully intelligible without vocal explana- 
tion and illustration. Among authors, Cicero is 
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perhaps the first to remark it, in his observation, 
acute as usual, that ** in all language there is 
a kind of obscure song ; " but the song which 
was obscure, even in his sonorous tongue and 
to his practised ear, is so nearly indistinguish- 
able in our unvocal Northern languages that 
many among us will be inclined to doubt its 
existence. Even when we are fully aware of 
it, the tone of spoken words is so different in 
quality or colour from that of words sung that it 
is difficult for us to say at first what notes in music 
would correspond to those we may have used 
in speaking a given sentence; even when the 
exact musical notes are to be found in our 
scale, — which is by no means always the 
case. This, however, is not at all necessary to 
our present purpose. What is needful is first 
to recognize this change of note, this speech-song 
or speech-tune, and then by observation and prac- 
tice so to cultivate our ear and taste that our own 
speech may no longer be poor and monotonous, 
but rich in varied modulation. Every sentence 
that we speak is, in fact, a musical improvisation, 
and we have ourselves to blame that there is 
usually so little music in it. The sculptor Flax- 
man is said to have found in society the designs 
for his well-known outline illustrations of Homer's 
Iliad and Odyssey, so greatly admired for their 
classic simplicity and grace. In like manner no 
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better exercise for the ear can be devised than 
to listen critically to unrestrained and animated 
conversation between cultivated women ; and we 
may say also no better discipline for the taste, 
provided the speakers, besides being cultivated, 
are also sincere, unaffected, and very much in 
earnest. 

Those who wish to see how this subject has 
been treated by a professional and successful 
elocutionist cannot do better than refer to Van- 
denhoff's " Art of Elocution ; " while such as 
would inquire further into the theory of it, may 
consult the " Science of English Verse " by Sid- 
ney Lanier. As little practical advantage, how- 
ever, is likely to be derived from the incomplete 
though arbitrary and elaborate rules of the for- 
mer as from the suggestive but too scientific 
treatise of the latter. The only rule is obser- 
vation and practice ; and no means more agree- 
able can be found for providing occasion for 
both, than the formation of classes for reading 
Shakspeare, or indeed almost any other first- 
rate author, — though for many reasons Shak- 
speare is by far the best. The friendly rivalry 
immediately developed in such classes will be 
found very stimulating. We are at once as- 
tonished at the thin and inexpressive monotony 
of our companions' style, and are presently 
shocked to have to admit to ourselves that 
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our own is no better. It may be remarked 
that in such classes the parts are sometimes 
assigned in advance by the leader of the class 
to the different members; but to do this to 
one's own satisfaction is no light task, while 
to please every member is an impossibility. 
An easier plan, and one less likely to awaken 
discontent, is simply to read " turn about," 
like children at school, taking a page or so 
at a time. This gives to each an equal chance 
at the grave and the gay, and is perhaps better 
calculated to arouse a wholesome emulation. 

To revert once more to our comparison be- 
tween the American and the English way of 
speaking our common language, we find that 
it is apparently most of all in this matter of 
modulation that they differ. In both England 
and America, as indeed in all other countries, 
there are certain conventional speech-tunes to 
express the common variants of the affirmations, 
negations, and interrogations of ordinary inter- 
course, and it is the difference between these 
tunes which constitutes one of the most impor- 
tant differences in " accent," as it is called. Our 
American way of speaking is thought very mo- 
notonous by the English, while we Americans 
are disposed to consider the English accent ex- 
aggerated, and to dislike its " ups and downs," 
as we call them. It would be interesting to 
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know what the verdict of Europeans generally 
would be on the subject. A cultivated Italian 
remarked to a friend of the writer that he found 
Americans easier to understand, but that to him 
there seemed something very noble in the way an 
educated Englishman speaks his own language ; 
and it is probable that many Americans would 
agree with him, could they but divest themselves 
of the very natural, but very narrow, prejudice 
in favour of what they themselves may have been 
accustomed to. 

For practice, the student will find it profitable 
to learn extracts from good authors, selecting 
such as require delivery in different keys. For 
low-key tones, choose solemn hymns, extracts 
from the Psalms or prophets, or from Paradise 
Lost; for high-key tones, light and animated 
poems or narrations. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



STYLE. 



What manner is in society, style is in liter- 
ature ; and as a good manner cannot be gained 
by precept or forethought, so a good style can- 
not be acquired by rule, nor by an analytical 
study of the style of others. In the one case as 
in the other, self-consciousness is a fatal bar to 
eminence ; in both, the unconscious imitation of 
good models alone avails. Let good models 
then be constantly before you, and avoid read- 
ing what is bad in style as you would associat- 
ing with the vulgar in manner. It is, to begin 
with, a discouraging truth that the majority of 
writers have not a good style, and that some of 
profound scholarship and of elevated thought 
never acquire one that is even tolerable ; while 
the great body of readers care only for the story, 
the fact or thought, quite indifferent to the man- 
ner of conveyance, and are as likely to praise 
faults as merits. 

Style, like happiness, comes only incidentally, 
and as a reward for seeking better things ; yet 
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there is a preparation for it, as useful, indeed 
indispensable, as clearing the ground before 
sowing, — and this preparation is undoubtedly a 
proper subject for thought and study. It con- 
sists in the eradication of three bad habits or 
tendencies, any one of which is fatal to style, — 
though indeed, paradoxical as it may seem, the 
absence of all will not insure it. 

The first of these is self-consciousness, which 
commonly attends, as is natural, the exercise of 
little-used faculties ; and the cure for it is prac- 
tice in the expression of thought. If this 
self-consciousness is felt in conversation, seek 
frequent intercourse with cultivated people; 
when it shows itself by a stiff and laboured man- 
ner of writing, make assiduous use of the pen, 
thinking as little as possible of the manner, but 
striving to express your idea as tersely, pun- 
gently, convincingly, and at the same time as 
agreeably and persuasively, as possible. 

The second of these habits is prolixity, — the 
third and worst is vagueness and inaccuracy; 
and the cure for both of them is to take pains 
at all times to express each thought as clearly 
and as simply as possible. In the effort to 
be clear, however, over-elaboration has to be 
avoided ; for something must be left to the in- 
tellect and imagination of the hearer, otherwise 
what should be savory mental food degenerates 
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into pap. Ideas cannot be too plentiful, nor 
can words be too short or too few, provided 
they precisely convey at once the meaning and 
the feeling of the speaker. A French proverb 
says that all styles are permissible except the 
dull ; and certainly nobody is more tiresome 
than a maker of phrases. In writing, he is not 
so great an infliction, for we can skip his " well- 
turned periods," or even shut the book ; but in 
conversation he is always a bore, and when not 
only diffuse, but vague, he becomes at all times 
an unmitigated nuisance. 



PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 



" He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 



i> 



The following Vocabulary is intended not only for reference, 
but as a manual for practice on the difficulties of the language. 
To avoid arbitrary signs, often puzzling to the student, the 
words have been so divided as to bring out the sound of each 
vowel. This has occasionally a barbarous look, but no practi- 
cal disadvantage will be found in it. The following table will 
explain the few points on which doubt may possibly arise. 



KEY TO THE PRONUNCIATION. 

ah • • indicates the ** Italian a** 2sin hah ! father ^ bar, 
ay • • the full sound of the '' long a," as in hay^fate^ bale, 
a . . what would be the " long a,*' were it not unaccented, 
and therefore not only of shorter duration, but with- 
out its vanishing sound of ee. 
aa . . an erroneous drawling of the " short a." 
rr • . before a vowel indicates the consonant sound ofrzs rrap 

(trilled with tip of tongue). 
rr . . ^^rtfz'^^w^/, the faulty guttural sound of r( under tongue) 

sometimes heard in words like frm (not furrm). 
An apostrophe (') indicates the faint sound of y in words like 
social (so'sh*al) Asia (ay'sh'ah) guard (g*ard). 



A. 

Aachen (Germ.) ah'ken. 

abaft ab-bofif , or ab-ba£Et' ; not ab-ahf t', nor 

ab-aaff. 

In this word occurs one of those combinations of letters to 
which many of the most careful speakers give the " interme- 
diate sound of a " discussed in Chapter V. This sound, which 
is exactly that of a in what^ is intermediate between the "Italian 
fl" oifar and the "short a** ofyZz/, and is obtained by shorten- 
ing the former, not by drawling the latter. In this Vocabulary 
it is given as an alternative to the regular "short a" which 
both in England and this country has been adopted as correct 
in words of this class by many careful speakers. See Advance. 

abattia ab'at-ee'. 

abattoir .... ab'at-wahr'. 
abbot ab'ot, not ab'ut. 

While the o should not be changed into " short «," on the 
other hand it should not be unduly distinct. Consult Chapter 
VIII. 

abdicate .... ab'dik-ait, not ab'duk-ait. 
abdicated . . . ab'Mik-ay'ted, not tid. 

Abdiel ab'de-el, not ul. 

abdomen .... ab-do'men, not ab'do-mun. 
Aberbrotbok . ab'er-broth'^ok. 
Aberdeen . . . ab-er-deen'. 
abhorrence . . . ab-hor'rrenss. See Rap. 

The terminations ent and ence should be clearly enun- 
ciated. The veteran English orthoepist, Smart, remarks that 
it is " vulgar negligence to say silunt, pravidunce^ etc." See 
Chapter VI. 
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abhorrent . . . ab-hor'rrent (the hor as in horrid)^ not 

ab-haw'runt. 

The r has here, as in the previous word, its consonant 
sound, as indicated by the rr^ and should, therefore, be slightly 
trilled with the tip of the tongue. See Rap. 

ability ab-il'it-e, not ut-e. 

abject ab'jekt, not ab-jekt'. 

able (adjective) . a/bl, rhyming with cable^ table. 

able (suffix). . . ebl, rhyming with /^^^/^. 

ablation .... ab-lu' (I'oo') shun, not loo'shun. See 

Adduce. 
aboard ab-o'ard, almost as if three syllables. 

See Accord and Oar. 

abode abode', not ub-ode'. 

Abonkir .... ab-oo-keer'. 

about not abaout. See Our. 

Abmzzi (Ital.) . ah-brroot'cee. 

absent (adjective) ab'cent, not sunt. 

absent (verb) . . ab-cent'. 

absolute .... ab'sol-ute, not oot. See Adduce. 

absolutory . . . ab-soF'u-to're. 

absolve ab-zolv', not ab-solv'. 

absorb ab-sorb', not ab-?orb'. 

absorbent . . . ab-sor'bent, not bunt 
absorbtion . . . ab-sorp'shun. 
abstemious. . . ab-stee'me-uss. 
abstinence . . . ab'stin-enss, not stun-unss. 
abstract (noun and adj.) ab'strrakt. See Raf. 
abstract (verb) . ab-strrakt'. do. 

abstractly . . . ab'strrakt-le. do. 

abstruse .... ab-strrooss'. do. 

After r the vowel u has always the sound of oo, as in fool* 
Consult Chapter IX. 
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abimdanoe • « • ab-un'danss, not dunss. 
abundant . • • . ab-un'dant, not dunt. 

What has been said under Abhorrence is equally true of words 
ending in ance and ant. 



• • 



• • 



abusive . • 
Abydos . 
abysBmal . 
acacia . . 
academian 
academy . 
accent (noun) . 
accent (verb) . 
accesB . . . . . 
acceaaibility . . 
accessory 
accident . 
accidental 
acclimate • • . 
acclimatize . . . 
accompany. . . 



• • • 



• • • 



ab-u'civ. 

ab-i'doss, not ab'e-doss. 

ab-iss'mal. 

ak-ay^sh'ah, not ak-ay'shuh. See Social. 

ak-ad-ee'me-an. 

ak-ad'em-e, not um-e. 

ak'cent, not sunt. 

ak-cenf. 

ak-cess' or ak'cess. 

ak-cess'ib-ir'it-e, not ub-il"ut-e, 

ak"cess-o'ree. 

ak'cid-ent, not sud-unt. 

ak-cid-ent'al, not sud-enf ul. 

ak-li'mait, not ak'li-mait 

ak-li'mat-ize. 

ak-um'pan-e, not pun-e. 



The of company is hopelessly corrupted. 



accord 



ak-aw'erd, almost in three syllables ; not 
ak-orrd' nor ak-aw'ahd. 



The r in such syllables should be very delicately pronounced. 
Smart remarks that " the blending of the r with the previous 
vowel is so smooth in polite utterance as to make it impossible 
to tell where one ends and the other begins ; while in vulgar 
[meaning popular] pronunciation, the vowel breaks abruptly 
into the guttural sound or into the vowel«sound ah used for the 
guttural." Consult Chapter VIII. See Fair^ Ear, Ire, Oar, 

This fault is indicated in this Vocabulary by a double r after 
the vowel. 
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accordance . . . ak-or'danss, not orr^dunss. 
accost not ak-kossf nor ak-kawsf. 

Ths sound of o in this word is intermediate between the 
** short o" of not and the "broad a" oipaH^ and is a shorten- 
ing of the latter, not a prolongation of the former. This 
is always the case when o is followed by^ y?, ss, st, and th ; 
as in ^ loftt dross t frosty froth ; and often when followed by 
n and ng, as in goney gong, long^ song^ throngs wrong. See 
Broth, Consult Chapter VIII. 

accoutre .... ak-oo'ter. 

accme ak-krroo'. See A dstruse. Rue, Sind Rafi, 

accumulate . . ak-u'mu-lait, not mul-ait 
accumulation . ak-u'mu-lay''shan. 
accuracy .... ak'u-ress-e, not ak'ur-ess-e. 
accurate .... ak'u-rait See ate, 
accursed (past part) ak-kurst'. 
accursed (adjective) ak-kur'ced. 
accusative . . . ak-u'zat-iv, not zut-if . 
accusatory . . . ak-u"zat-o're, not zut-ur-e. 
Aceldama ..... ass-erda-mah. 

acetate ass'et-ait 

acetic ass-et'ik. 

Acheron .... ak'e-rron. See Rafi. 

acid ass'id, not ud. 

acidity ass-id'it-e, not ut-e. 

acme ak'me. 

acorn ay'korn, not kum. 

acoustics .... ak-ow'stiks, or ak-oo'stiks. 

The dictionaries favor the first pronunciation, but general 
usage the second. 

acquiescence . . ak-we-ess'enss, not unss. 
acquiescent . . ak-we-ess'ent, not unt. 
acquittal .... ak-wit'al, not ul. 
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Acre aylcer. 

Acropolia .... ak-krrop'o-liss. See Rap, 

across ak-krross', not ak-krawss'. See Accost 

and Rap* 

acrostic ak-krross'tik. See Accost and Rap, 

Actason ak-tee'on, not ak'te-ou. 

actor ak'tor, not tur. 

actress ak'tress, not triss nor truss. 

actual akt'u-al, not ak'chul. 

acumen ak-u'men, not ak'u-mun. 

Ada ay'dah, not ad'ah. 

adagio (Ital.) . . ah-dah'je-o. 

adamantean . . ad'am-an-tee"an, not um-an'tee-un. 

adaptabiUty . . ad-apt'ab-il"it-e, not ub-irut-e. 

adaptation . . . ad'apt-ay"shun. 

add ....... not aad. See Cab. 

added not aad'id. 

adder ad'er, not urr. See Accord, 

address (noan and verb) ad-dress', never ad'dress. 
adduce ad-uce^ not ad-ooce^ 

After </, /, «, and /, the u should be pronounced precisely as 
after b^f^ «, or/. The slight difficulty in doing so, however, 
causes some speakers to give it undue distinctness ; this has a 
pedantic effect, and should be carefully guarded against. The 
student would do well to make lists of words containing these 
combinations, and practise them diligently. See Residue. Con- 
sult Chapter IX. 

adept ad-epf , not ad'ept. 

adhere ad-he'er, almost in three syllables ; not 

adheerr' nor ad-heah'. See Accord 

and Ear. 
adherent .... ad-hee'rrent. See Rap. 
adhesive .... ad-hee'civ, not zif. 
adieu ad-e-u', not ad-oo'. 
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Adige ah'de-jay. 

adipose ad'ip-oce. 

adjacent .... ad-jay'cent, not sunt, 
adjudicate . . . ad-ju'( j'oo)dik-ait, not joo-duk-ait 
adjudicator . . . ad-ju"dik-a'tor, not duk-a'tur. 

adjutant ad j'oo-tant, not tunt. 

Admetus .... ad-mee'tuss. 

admirable . . . • ad^mir-eb-1 ; the nitr as in Miriam^ not 

ad'mur-ub-1. 
admiral ad^mir-al ; the mir as in Miriam^ not 

mur-ul. 
admire ad-mi^er, almost in three syllables. See 

Accord and Ire, 

The correct sound of the vowel i will be discussed under /, 
which see. 

admiasible . . . ad-miss^ib-1, not ub-1. 
admittance . . . ad-mit'anss, not unss. 
adobe (Span.) . . ah-dol)ay. 
adolescence . . ad-o-less^enss, not unss. 

Adonis a-do'niss. 

adore ad-o'er, almost in three syllables, not ad- 

orr', nor ad-o'ah. See Accord2XiA Oar, 
adorn ad-aw'ern, not ad-orrn'. See Accord 

and Oar, 

Adria ay'dre-ah or ah'dre-ah. 

adult ad-ult^, not ad'ult. 

adumbrate . . . ad-umlbrait. 

advance ad-vonss', rhyming with sconce, or ad- 

vanss', rhyming with manse, not ad- 

vahnss' nor ad-vaanss'. 

As we have already more than once remarked, the interme- 
diate sound of a in words of this class is simply the short sound 
of the " Italian a" as in what. See Abaft. Consult Chapter V. 
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advances .... ad-von'cez or van^cez, not ciz. 
adventure. . . . ad- venture, colloquially ad-ven'ch'oor, 

not ad-ven'chur. 

adverb ad'verb, not vurrb. See Advert. 

adverse adVerss, not ad-verss' nor vurrss. See 

AdverU 
advert ad-vert', not vurrt'. 

The correct pronunciation of the syllables er and ir (when 
accented and not followed by another r) has been already 
discussed in Chapter VI. Smart, in writing on this subject, 
after saying that the correct pronunciation lies between air and 
Mr, remarks that it is never heard from ** the vulgar-bred Lon- 
doner," who ** speaks of murcy and of vurtue, and says it is urk- 
some to be restrained from murth ; but mercy y virtue, irksome, 
and mirth are delicacies of pronunciation which prevail only in 
the more refined classes of society.** And he continues : " It 
will be observed that the letter i in the situation in view is 
precisely equivalent to the letter ^." 

advertisement . ad-ver^tiz-ment, not ad-vurr'tiz-munt nor 

ad'vurr-tize"munt. 

advisable .... ad-vi'zeb-1. 

advisability . . . ad-vi'zab-ir'it-e, not zub-iFut-e. 

89 or ae ee. 

This Latin diphthong is not so much used as formerly in 
words that have become a part of our language, having been 
generally replaced by e. The pronunciation given to it, as well 
as to all Latin words in this Vocabulary, is the so-called " Eng- 
lish," which, however incongruous and even absurd, is never- 
theless still that of the principal colleges of this country as well 
as of the English universities. 

8BdiIe ee'dile. 

2E!gean ee-jee'an. 

aegis ee'jiss, not juss. 

2E!neas ee-nee'ass, not uss. 

7 
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2Sneid ee-nee1d, not ud. 

2iollan ee-ole-an. 

2iolua ee'o-luss. 

aeon ee'on. 

aerate a/er-ait, rhjrming with payer ate* 

aerated ay'^er-ait'ed. 

aerie ee'ree, rhyming with weary. 

aerolite ay'er-o-lite. 

aeronaut .... ay'er-o-naut. 

2aachyluB. . . . esslcil-uss. 

afEable a£'eb-l, not\ib-l. 

affability .... af-ab-ir'it-ee, not ub-il'ut-ee. 

affaire d^amoar (Fr.) af air'dam'oor'. 

affix (noun) . . . af iks. 

affix (verb) . . . af- files'. 

affiatuB. . , . . . af-lay'tuss. 

affiuence .... aflu (Poo) enss, not loo-unss. 

afford af-o'erd, not forrd nor fo'ahd. See 

Accord. 

Afghanistan . . af-gan-iss-tan'. 

aforesaid .... af-o'er-ced. 

African af'rik-an, not ruk-un. 

aft rhymes with doffed^ not aaft. See Ab- 
aft and Advance. 

after not aafter. 

Agabus ag'ab-uss. 

again «t-gen^ rhyming with pen^i not with pain, 

against a-gensst'. 

agape ag-aip' or ag-ahp^ 

agapae ag^ap-ee. 

agaric ag'ar-ik, the ar as in arrow. 

age aij. The " long a " in this suffix, when 

quickly spoken, loses its vanishing 
sound of e. See ate. 
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aged (adj.) • • . ay'jed. 

In compound words, however, aged has but one syllable, aijd. 

agency a/jen-ce. 

agent ay'jent, not junt. 

agglutinate . . . ag-lu' (roo) tin-ait, not loo'tun-ait. 
aggrandizement ag^'rran-dize-ment is better than ag-ran'- 

diz-ment. 

aggravate ag'rrav-ait. 

aghast ag-osst' or ag-asst', not ag-ahsf nor 

ag-aast^ 

agile aj'il, not aj'l nor ay'jile 

agility aj-iHt-e. 

Agincoort . . . aj'in-kourt 

agony ag'o-ne. 

Agora ag'o-rah. 

agricultural • . ag-rik-ul'tu-ral. 
agriculturist . . ag-rik-urtu-rist, not tu-ral-ist. 
aide de camp (Fr.) aid'duh-komp'. 
ailment ail'ment. 

In pronouncing such terminal unaccented syllables as ment, 
cent, ance, ence, stant^ ent^ al^ less, ness, etc., it is important to make 
the quality of the vowel clearly apparent, so as to avoid saying 
mun/f sunt, unce, stunt, unt, ut, luss, nuss, etc. ; but, on the other 
hand, to avoid an undue stress upon the syllable. If the one is 
slovenly and vulgar, the other might be thought pedantic and 
affected. Consult Chapter VI. 

ain 

This common termination should not be corrupted into un^ 
nor clipped into */i, nor, on the other hand, should the full sound 
of the " long a " be given. As already explained, the " long a '* in 
unaccented syllables loses its " vanishing sound '' of e, just as in 
similar circumstances the " long o " loses its vanishing sound, 
which is 00. The result is to make it, when spoken quickly, 
nearly en, so ^"dX fountain is pronounced v\tzx\y founfen. 



# 
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air a'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Accord and Fair. 

aisle rhymes with///?. See/. 

Aiz la Chapelle eks'lah'shap'el'. 
Ajaccio (Ital.) . ah-yatch'eo. 

Ajalon aj'al-on. 

al al, not ul. 

This suffix should be clearly pronounced, so as not to be 
confounded with el or il^ nor corrupted into «/, nor suffered 
to lapse into V. 

alabaster . • • . al"ab-ass'ter or al"ab-oss'ter, not al-ub- 

ass'ter. 

alarm al-arm^, not al-arrm^ See Accord* 

alas al-oss', or al-ass', rhyming with Joss or 

with CcLsSy not al-aass'. 

albino al-bi'no, not al-bee'no. 

albumen al-bu'men, not al'bu-mun. 

alcohol al'ko-hol, not haul. 

alcoran al'ko-ran^ not al-ko'ran. 

alcove al-kove', or arkove. 

Alcyone .... al-c/o-ne. 

alderman .... awFder-man, not awl'dur-mun. 

Aldine al'din, not awl-deen. 

Alengon (Fr.) . al'on'sawn. 

alert al-erf , not al-urrt'. 

Ale x a n dria ... as an English name, al-ex-an'dre-ah ; as 

a Latin name, al-ex-an-dri'ah. 
alexandrine. • . al-ex-an'drin. 

algebra al'je-brah, not bray. 

algebraist .... al"je-bra/ist. 

Algiers al-je'erz. 

alguaxil(Spanish) al-gwah-theel', popularly al-gwah-ceel'. 

alias ayle-ass, not al'e-ass, nor a-li'ass. 

alibi al'ib-i. 
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alien ail'yen, not aire-en. 

aliment al'im-ent, not al'um-unt. 

alkali al'kal-ee, not al'kal-i. The plural, al'- 

kal-eez. 
alkaline al'kal-in, rhyming with din^ not with 

dincy nor with dean. 

alkoran aFko-ran'. 

allegiance • . . • al4e'je-anss, not junss. 
allegorist .... al'e-go-rist. 

allegro al-lay'grro, or al-ee'grro. 

alliance al-i^anss, not unss. 

alligator al-ig-ay'tor, not al'ug-ay-tur. 

allopathist . . . al-lop'ath-ist. 

allopathy .... al-op'ath-e, not al'o-path-e. 

allude al-ude', rhyming with^^, not al-ood'. 

alluded al-u'ded, not oo'did. 

allure al-ure', not oor. 

allurement . . . al-ure'ment, not oor'munt. 

allusion al-u'zhun, not oo'zhun. 

alluvial al-uVe-al, not oo've-ul. 

alluvium • , • . al-u've-um, not ooVium. 

ally al-li', not aFi. 

almond ah'mond, not am'und. 

almost all'most, not 'most, nor a'most. 

alms ahmz, not amz, nor aamz. 

This is one of the words like balm^ calm, palmt psalm, which 
by all authorities, without exception, are pronounced with the 
Italian a, as in far. See Aunt, Consult Chapter V. 

along al-ong', not al-awng', nor, on the other 

hand, with the o so short as in allot. 

The o in this as well as in all other words in which ong 
occurs should have a sound intermediate between that in not 
and in nor. See Accost. Consult Chapter VIII. 
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aloof al-oof'; the oo long, aa in moon. See 

Hoof. 

alpaca al-pak'ah, not al'a-pak'ah. 

alpine al'pin, not pyoe, nor peen. 

■loo awl'so, not ol'so. 

altar avl'tar, not tnir. 

alter awl'ier, not toir. See Advert. 

altBtoat« . . . • al'ter-kait, not awl'. 

altercation . . . al'ter-kay"shun. 

alternate .... al-ter'nait, not awl'ternait ; the accent 

always on second syllable, whether 

used as noun, adjectiTe, or veib. 
altematlve . . ■ al-ter'nat-iv. 
alaminnm , . . al-u'min-um, not al.oo'min-um. 

alveolar al-vee'o-lar, or al've-o-lar. 

alveolate • . . . al-vee'o-Iait, or al've-o-lait. 

always awl'waiz, not awl'mu, nor ol'waiz. 

Amanle am.ay'ctss. 

amatenr .... am'afer". 

This is one of the few French words Ihe pronundation of 
which can be pretty closely given in English. 
ambergxls . . . amlKr-greess. 
ambient .... am'be-ent 
ambolBe(Fr.). . om'bwahz'. 
ambrosia .... am-bro'zhe-ah. 
ambrosial ■ . . ara-bro'zhe-al. 
ameliorate . . . am-eel'yor-ait 
amenable. . . . am-een'eb-1. 
amende honorable (Fr.) am'ond'awn'or'ah'bl. 
amenity .... am-en'it-e, not um-en'ut-e. 

ament am'ent. 

amerce am-erss', not urrss. %e& Advert. 

America .... am er'ik-ah ; the mer as in merry, not 

um-er'uk-uh, nor uk-ay. 
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American . . . am-er'ik-an, the mer as in merry > 

He often hed hided young native Amerrikins. — Biglow 
Papers^ No. 4. 

amiability . . . a/me-ab-ir'it-e, not ub-il'ut-e. 
amiable .... a/me-eb-l, not ub-1. 
amicable .... am'ik-eb-1. 
Amiens (Fr.). . am'e-onz. 

amity am1t-e, not ut-e. 

Amphion .... am-fi'on. 

amphora .... am'fo-rah, not am-fo'rah. 

amplify am'plif-i, not pluf. 

amplitude . . . am'plit-ude, not plut-ood. 

amnck am-uk'. 

amusement . . . am-uze'ment, not munt 
ana (as a prefix) an'ah, as in Anabaptist, 
ana (as a suffix) ay'nah, as in Johnsoniana* 
anadromoua . . an-ad'ro-muss. 

. . an-ee'me-ah. 

. . an'ess-theezh"e-ah. 

. . an-al'o-je, not un-al'uj-e. 

. . an'al-oj"ik-al, not ul-pj"uk-ul. 

. . an-al'iss-iss, not un-al'uss-iss^ 

. . an-al-if ik-aly not ul-if uk-ul. 

. . anss. 



anaemia. . 
anaesthesia 
analogy . . 
analogical 
analysis . 
analytical 
ance . . . 



This suffix should be clearly pronounced, not corrupted into 
unsSf nor clipped down to nss, 

ancestor .... tor, not tur. 

In words so common as this the final syllable must be deli- 
cately pronounced, and not insisted upon, or an impression of 
pedantry may be produced. 

ancestral .... an'cess-tral, or an-cess'traL 
Anchises • • . . an-ki^ceez. 
anchor ang'kor. 
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anchorite .... ang^kor-ite, or an'kor-ite. 
anchovy .... an-cho've, not ko've. 
anchylosis . . . an-kil-o'ciss. 

ancient ain'sh*ent, not ain^shunt See Social. 

and not und nor 'nd nor 'n'. 

Andaman . . • an-dam-an'. 
Andernach (Germ.) on'der-Dokh. 

andiron and'i-um. 

Androcles . . . an'dro-kleez. 
Andromache. • an-drom'ak-e. 
Andromeda . . an-drom'e-dah. 
AndronicuB . . an-dron-i'kuss. 

anew an-u' ('oo), not an-oo'. See Adduce* 

angel ain' jel, not jul nor jl. 

angina pectoris an-ji^nah pek^to-riss. 

Angles ang^glz, not ang'gleez. 

Anglican .... ang^glik-an, not gluk-un. 
Angouldme (Fr.) ong'goolaim'. 

angular ang^gu-lar, not ang'gul-ur. 

animal an'im-al, not um-ul. 

animalcule . . . an-im-al^ule, rhyming with mule. 
Anjou (Fr.) . . on'zhoo'. 

annals an'alz, not ulz. 

annihilate . . . an-niliil-ait, not un-ni'ul-ait. 

annual an'^u-al, not ul. 

annunciate . . . an-nun'she-ait. 

annunciation . . an-nun'she-a/'shun, not ce-ajr^shun. 

another an-uth'er, not a-nuth'er. 

Anspach (Germ.) ons'pokh. 

answer an^cer, not aan^cer. 

ant (suffix) . . . ant, not unt nor nt. 
antarctic .... ant-ark'tik, not ant-ar^tik. 
antediluvian . . an'te-dil-u"ve-an, not dul oo''ve-un. 
antennae .... an-ten^nee. 
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antepenult . 


. • an-te-pe-nulf , not pee'nult 


anti (prefix) . 


. . an'te, not an'ty. 


Antietam • 


. . an-tee'tam. 


Antigone . • 


. . an-tig'o-nee. 


Antilles . . , 


, . on-teel/. 


antimony • 


. . an'tim-o-ne. 


antinomy . . 


. . an'tin-o-me or an-tin^o-me. 


AntinouB . . . 


. . an-tin'o-uss, not an'tin-ooss. 


Antioohns . . 


, . an-ti'o-kuss. 


Antiope . . . 


. . an-ti'o-pee. 


antipodal. . . 


, . an-tip^'o dal. 


antipodean . 


. . an-tip'o-dee"an. 


antipodes • . 


. an-tip'o-deez, not an'tip-oads. 


antistrophe 


. . an-tiss'tro-fee, not an'te-strofe. 


Annbis . . . . 


, . an-ul3iss. 


anus 


. ay'nuss, not an'uss. 


anxiety • • . . 


. . aDgk-zi'et-e. 


aorist 


. a/or-ist. 


Apelles. • . , 


, . ap-elleez. 


aperient . . . 


. . ap-ee're-ent, not up-ee're-unt. 


aperture • • . 


, . ap'ert-ure, DOt oor. 


apez 


. . ay'peks, not ap'eks. 


aphides. . . . 


. afid-eez. 


aphis 


. . ay'fiss. 


aphrodisiac . 


. . ^'ro-diVe-ak. 


Aphrodite . « 


. af-ro-di'te, rhyming with mighty. 


apodosis . • , 


> . ap-od'o-ciss. 


apologne . . . 


• ap'o-log, not ap'ul-awg. See Accost. 


apostle . . . . 


. ap-ossi, not ap-awss'tl. 


apothegm . , 


. ap'o-them ; the th unvocal, as in thin. 


apotheosis . . 


. . ap'o-thee''o-ciss ; the th unvocal, as in 




thin; not ap-oth'e-o"ciss. 


appal .... 


. . ap-pawl'. 


appanage . . . 


. . ap'pan-aij. 



io6 
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apparatus 
appetite . 
apparent . 
applicable 
apposite . 
appraise . 
appreciable 
appreciation 



apprehend . . 

apprentice . . 
approach . . • 
approbative • 
appropriate . 
approximate . 

As a yerb, the 

apricot . 
April . . 
apron . . 
aptitude 
Apuleius 
Aquila . 
aquiline 
aqueduct 
Arab . . 
arabesque 
Arabic . 
Arachne 
Aral . . 
arbitrator 
arbutus . 
arch . . 



ap-prren'tiss. 
ap-prroach'. 
ap^prro-ba/tiv. 
ap-prro'prre-ait. 



ap'ar-ay''tuss ; the ar as in arrow* 

ap'e-tite, not ut-ite. 

ap-pa'rent, not pa/runt. See Fair. 

aplik-eb-1. 

ap'po-zit. 

ap-prraiz'. See Rap, 

ap-prree'she-eb-1, not shub-1. See Rap. 

ap-prree'she-a/'shun, not ce-a/'shun. 

See Rap, 
ap-prree-hend', not pruh-hend'. See 
Rap, 

See Rap, 
do. 
do. 
do. 

. ap-prroks'im-ait, not um-ait. See ate 
and Rap, 

last syllable has the full sound of the *' long aP 

, ay'prrik-ot. See Rap, 

, ayprril. do. 

. ajr'prron. do. 

. ap'tit-ude, not tut-ood. 

. ap-u-lee'yuss. 

. ak'wil-ah. 

. ak'wil-in, not ine nor een. 

. ak'we-dukt. 

. ar'ab ; the ar as in arrowu, — not a/rab. 

. ar-ab-esk'; the «r as in arrow, 

. ar'ab-ik ; do. 

. ar-ak'ne; do. 

. ar'al; do. 

. arlDit-ra-tor, not but-ra-tur. 

. arlDU-tuss or ar-bu'tuss. 

. not arrch nor ahch. See Accord, 
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archaeology . . ark-e-oro-je. 

archaic ar-ka/ik. 

archaism .... arlca-izm. 

archangel . . • ark'^ain-jel. 

archbishop . • . arch-bish^op, not arch1bish-op. 

archdeacon • . arch-dee'kon. 

archidiaconal . ark'e-de-ak'Vnal. 

archiepiscopal . ark'e-e-piss'^ko-pal. 

Archimedes . . ar-kim-eeMeez. 

In the pronunciation of Latin words the consonant properly 
goes with the following rather than the preceding vowel. The 
division of syllables in this and similar cases is for the purpose 
of bringing out the correct vowel-sound. 

archipelago . . arTcip-el"ag-o, not chip-erug-o. 

architect .... ar^kit-ekt. 

architecture . . arlcit-ekt-ure. 

architrave . . • ar'kit-raiv. 

archives .... ar^kives. 

archivolt .... ar^iv-olt. 

archon ar^kon. 

arctic ark'tik, not ar'tik. 

Arctnms .... ark-tu'russ. 
Ardennes (Fr.). ar'den'. 

ardent ar^dent, not arf'dunt. 

arduous .... ard'u-uss, not oo-uss. 

are (from the verb to be) ar, not arr nor ah. See Accord. 

are (a French measure) air. 

area a're-ah, not ar'e-ah nor a-ree'ab. 

In this and similar words, the a^ although accented, being 
followed by r, loses its vanishing sound. 

areola ar-ee'o-lah; the ar as in arrow ^ — not 

ar-e-oiah. 
Areopagite . . . ar-e-op'aj-ite ; the ar as in arrow. 
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Areopagus . . . ar-e-op^ag-uss ; the ar as in arrow* 
Arequipa (Span.) ar-e-kee'pah ; do. 

Arezzo (Ital.) . ah-ret'so. 

argand ar^gand. 

Argenteuil (Fr.) ar-zhon'tuh'ee. 
argentine .... ar^en-tine or tin, not teen. 

Argive ar'jive. 

argument .... ar'gu-ment, not munt. 

Parson Wilbur he calls all these argimunts lies. 

Biglow Papers^ No. 3. 
Argyle and Argyll, ar-g'ile'. See Guard, 

Ariadne .... a-re-ad'^nee. 
aria (Ital.) . . . ah're-a. 

arid ar'id ; ^r as in arrow, 

aridity ar-idlt-e, not ut-e ; ^zr as in arrow* 

Aries a're-eez. 

Arion a-ri'on. 

aristocrat . . . ar'rriss-to-krrat, or ar-rriss'to>krrat ; the 

ar as in arrow, 
Aristotelian . . ar^iss-tot>eer^yan ; the ar as in arrow, 

Arius a're-uss. See Area, 

ark not arrk nor ahk. See Accord, 

Arkansas . . . ar1can-saw or ar-kan^sas. 

The former is now the legal pronunciation by Act of the 
State Legislature ; but it is doubtful if it will finally prevaiL 

arm not arrm nor ahm. See Accord. 

Armada .... ar-may'dah. 

Armagnac (Fr.) ar'man'yak'. 

armiger .... ar^mij-er. 

armistice .... ar'miss-tiss. 

armorial .... ar-mo're-al, not ul. 

Arnheim (Germ.) amliime. 

aroma ..... ar-o'mah ; ar as in arrow. 

aromatize . . . ar-o^mat-ize ; do. 
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Aroostook . . . ar-ooss^took ; ar as in arrow. 

around ar-ownd^; do. 

arquebuse • • • ar^ke-booz \oo 2&m wooL 

arqaebusade . . ar.ke-booz-aid^ do. 

arquebnsier • . ar-ke-booz-eer'. do. 

arrant ar'rrant, the ar as in barrel; not runt* 

See Rap, 
arrow ar'rro, not roo ; the ar as in barrel. See 

Rap. 

arson ar'son, not sn. 

Arsinoe ar-cin'o-ee. 

Artemis .... ar^te-miss. 

artesian .... ar-tee'zh'-an. See Social.' 

ary (suffix) 

This suffix conforms to the rule by which in an unaccented 
syllable the " long a ** loses its ** vanishing sound." Monetary 
is therefore tnoneterry. See ain. 

artifioe ar'tif-iss, not tuf . 

artificer ar-tifiss-er. 

artificial .... ar-tif>ish'yaL 

Artois (Fr.) . . ar'twah'. 

Arundel (£ng.) ar^un-del ; the ar as in arrow. 

Arundel (Amer.) ar-un'del ; do. 

Asia ay^she-ah or aish'yah, not aizh^uh. 

Asian aish^yan. 

Asiatic a-she-afik. 

ask ossk or assk, not aask. See Advance 

and Abaft, 

Guess y' 'd better go *n' aask my ol' man ; he kerried him 
off laas' night. — Elsie Venner, chapter xxvi. 

as . not ez nor 'z. 

Lay still naow I 'f y* don't, I '11 stick ye, *« sure '« y' V 
alive I — Elsie F^««^, chapter xxv. 
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askance .... ass-konss' or ass-kanss'« 
Askelon .... asslce-lon. 

aslant ass-lant' or ass-lont', not ass-laantf. 

asp ossp or assp, not aassp. 

aspen ass'pen, not aass'pun. 

asphalt ass-falt', not ass'^t 

aspirant .... ass-pi'rant, not ass'pir-ant 

assets ass'ets. 

as8ie;n (noun) . . ass'ine. 

assign (verb) . • ass-iDe^ 

assignats (Fr.) . ass'een'yah^ 

associate .... ass-so'she-ait, not ass-so'shait 

association . . . ass-so-she-a/shun, not ce-ay'shun. 

assume ass-sume', not soom. 

assure ass-shoor. 

assurance . . . ass-shoor'ance, not unss. 

asthma ast^mah. 

astragal ass'trag-al, not trug-ul. 

astral ass'tral, not trul. 

astrography . . ass-trog'raff-e- 
astrologic . . . ass-tro-loj'ik. 
astronomic . . . ass-tro-nom'ik. 

astute r- ast-ute', not oot. 

asymptote . . . ass'im-tote. 
ate (suffix) ... ait 

This suffix would rhyme alwajrs with late, mate, were it not 
for the lack of accent which results in the suppression (com- 
plete or almost so) of the vanishing sound of the '* long a'* when 
it forms part of an adjective, though when part of a verb, the 
full sound of the ** long a " is preserved. 

Ate ay'tee. 

ate (from the verb to eat) ait, not et 

Athenaeum . . . ath-en-ee'um. 

athirst ath-irst', not thurrst. See Advert, 
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ative (suffix) 



AUantean 
Atxopos < 
attendant 
attire . . 
attitude 
attorney . 



at'iv. 



. at-lan-tee'an. 

. at'ro-poss. 

. at-en'dant, not dunt. 

. at-i'er, almost in three syllables. See/r^. 

. at'it-ude, not ood. 

. at-ur'ne. 
attribute (noun) at'trib-ute. 
attribute (verb) at-trib'ute. 

attune at>une^ not oon. 

Aubigny (Fr.) . o'been'ye. 

audible aw^dib-1. 

audience .... aw'de-enss. 

Augean aw-jee'an. 

augite aw^jite. 

august (adjective) aw-gust'. 

Augustine . . . aw-guss'tin. 

aunt ahnt, not ant nor aant 

This is not one of those words in which the vowel ever 
has an " intermediate sound." It is one of a class which all 
authorities without exception, both English and American, pro- 
nounce with the full " Italian a," as in far. Others are avaunt, 
craunchy daunty flaunt^ gaunty haunch^ haunts jaundice^ jaunt, 
launch^ laundress, paunch, saunter, taunt, vaunt, draught, laugh, 
calf, half alms, balm, calm^ palm, psalm, bath, lath, path, wrath. 
Consult Chapter V. 

aureola aw-rree'o-lah. See Rafi, 

aurlst aw'rrist. do. 

aurora borealia aw-rro'rrah bo-rre-ayliss. See Rap. 

auscultation . . aw-skul-ta/shun. 

austere aw-ste'er (almost as three syllables), 

not au-steen< nor aus-te'ah. See 

Accord, 
author aw'thor, not thur. 
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autopsy .... aw'top^e. 

Auvergne (Fr.) o'vairn'. 

Auzerre (Fr.) . oaks'air^. 

atudliary .... awg-zirya-re. 

avalanche . . . av^al-onsh or ansh. 

Avalon av^al-on. 

avaunt • . « . . av-ahnf, not avawnt See Aunt, 

avenue av'en-u, not av'en-oo nor aav'noo. 

aver av-er', not a-vurr'. See Advert. 

averse av-erss^ not av-urrss'. do. 

Avignon (Fr.) . av'een'jraun. 

avoirdupois . . av'erd-u-poiz'. 

Avon a/von, not av'on, as commonly mis- 
pronounced in the United States. 
Stratford-on-Avon, a/von. 

awful aw^full, not awfl. 

awkward . . . awkward, not awkwrd, much less 

awkurd. 

awry ah-ri', not aw'ree. 

azil aks'il, not aksl. 

axillary aksil-a-re. 

axiom aks'e-um. 

azle axl. 

ay or aye (meaning yes) rhymes with buy. 

aye (meaning always) rhymes with pay. 

Azof ah'zof. 

azote a/ote. 

azure a/zhure, not azh^er. 



B. 



ba'al, not ba'ul. 

Babylonian • . . bab-il-o'ne-an. 
bacchanal . . . bak'an-al, not un-uL 
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bacchant (masc.) bak-ant^ 
bacchante (fern.) bak-ant^ 
bacchantes (plural) bak-an'teez. 
Bach (Germ.) . . bokh. 

back not baak. See Cab, 

bad not baad. do. 

bade bad, not baid. 

Baden (Germ.) . bah'dn. 
badinage (Fr.) . bad^e-nazh'. 

bag not baag. See C<ib, 

bagatelle .... bag-at-er. 

bagnio ban^y'o. See Social, 

Bahia bah-hee'ah. 

Baireuth (Germ.) bi'rroyt. 

balance bal'anss. 

baldachin .... baVdak-in. 

Balearic bal-e-ar'ik. 

Bale (Fr.) .... bahl. 

ballad baKad, not ud. 

ballast bal'^ast, not ust. 

ballet (Fr.) . . . balla/. 

ballot baPot. 

balm bahm, not bam nor baam. See Aunt 

balsam bawFsam. 

balsamic .... bal-sam1k, not bawl. 
Baltimore .... bawrtim-ore, not tum-or. 

banana ban-ah'nah, not an'ah. 

bank not baank. See Cab, 

banquet banglcwet, not kwut nor kwit. 

banyan ban'yan, not yun. 

bar not barr nor bah. See Accord, 

Barabbas .... bar-ab'ass ; the bar as in barrow, 

barbel barlDel or bar1)l. See Mantel, 

bare ba'er, almost in two syllables. ^ti^Fair, 

8 
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bargain bar'gen, not bar'gun nor bar'gn. 

bark not barrk nor bahk. See Accord. 

barnacle bar^nak-1. 

barometrical . . bar'o-met^^rik-al ; the bar as in barrow. 
baron barton, not ba'run; the bar as in 

barrow. 
baronial .... bar-o'ne-al ; the bar as in barrow. 
barouche .... bar-oosh'; do. 

barrel bar'rrel, not barrul nor barril, much 

less ber'ril (N. E.), nor barl (West) ; 

the bar as in barrow. See Rap. 

*• I guess 1 11 fire off one o' these here berrils^* said Abel.— 

Elsie VenneTy chapter xxv. 

barren ..... bar'rren, not bar'n ; the bar as in bar-- 

row. See Rap. 
barricade .... bar^rrik-aid ; the ^^ir as in ^a!fr^«/. See 

Rap, 
Bartolozzi (Ital.) bar-to-lof ce. 

basal bay'sal. 

basalt bass-awlt' not baz-awlt^ 

Basel (Germ.) . baVzel. 

bashaw bash-aw^. 

basil ba/il. 

basilica baz-irik-ah. 

bask bassk or bossk ; not baassk. 

Basle or B&le (Fr.) bahl. 
bas-reUef (Fr.) . bah'rruhle-ef . 
basso-rilievo (Ital.) bosso rreel-ya/vo. 
bass-relief (£ng.) bass-rrel-eef . 
basin ba/cin or sn. 

This is one of the few words in which the i is commonly 
dropped, even by good speakers. 

bastinado . . . bass-tin-a/do. 
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bat not baat. See Cab, 

bath bahth ; not b^th nor baath. See AunU 

baths (plural) . bahthz ; the th vocal, as in this, 

battlement . . . not munt. 

Bastille (Fr.) . . bass^teeK 

batraohian . . . bat-rraylce-an. 

Bayeuz (Fr.) . . ba/yuh'. 

bayonet .... ba/yon-et. 

bayou bi-00'. 

bdellium .... dere-um. 

bear ba'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair, 
B6am (Fr.) . . . bay'am'. 
Beatrice .... be'at-riss, not be-at^riss. 
Beatrice Cenci (Ital.) bay-ah-tree'chay chen'chee. 
Beauchamp (Fr.) bo'shomp^ 
Beauchamp (£ng.) beech'am. 
BeauharnalB (Fr.) boliar'nay^. 
Beaumarchaia (Fr.) bo'mar'shay'. 
beau monde (Fr.) bo'maund^. 
Beauvais (Fr.) . bo'va/. 
beatuc (Fr.) . . bo. 
beanz (£ng.) . boze. 
beaux esprit (Fr.) boze'ess'pree'. 
becalm be-kahm'; not kam nor kaam. See 

Alms, 

because be-kawz^, not be-koz'. 

bed ....... not behd nor bald. See Measure, 

bedew beed-u' (bee-d*oo), not be-doo'. See 

Adduce, 

bedizen be-di'zn or be-diz'n. 

Bedouin .... bed'00-in. 
bedstead .... bed'^sted ; not stid. 
Beelzebub . . . be-e^ze-bub, not berze-bub. 



Il6 PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 

been bin. 

Be careful to give the vowel clearly like ee pronounced very 
quickly. In England been is by many, perhaps by most, care- 
ful speakers made to rhyme with seen, 

beer be'er. See Ear. 

Beeraheba ... be-er'she-bah. 

Beethoven . . . ba/to-ven. 

before be-fo'er, almost in three syllables. See 

Oar. 

beg not behg nor baig. See Measure, 

begone be-gon', not gawn. See Accost. 

behalf be-hahf ; not haf nor haaf. See Aunt. 

behemoth . . . beelie-moth, not be-hee'moth. 
behoove .... rhymes with reprove, even when spelled 

dekove. 

Begum bee'gum. 

bel esprit (Fr.) . bel'ess'prree'. 
believe not bleeve. 

They jest do. They want to b'leeve it, an* it comes easy. — 

Hannah Thurston, chapter ix. 

Belgian berje-an, notbel'jun. 

Belgium .... berje-um, not beFjum. 

Belial beele-al ; not beeKyul. 

Bellerophon . . bel-ler^o-fon. 
belles lettres . . bel-let'er. 

bellows beroze. 

Beloochistan . . bel-oo-kiss-tan^ 
Benares • . • • ben-ar'eez. 

beneath be-neethe', rhyming with wreathe, 

seethe. 
beneficence . . ben-eff iss-enss, not iff uss-unss. 
beneficent . . . ben-efflss-ent 
benefit ben^e-fit. 
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benevolent . . . ben-evVIent. 

Bengal ben-gawr 

benison ben'iz-on or iz-n. 

benzine ben^zin. 

benzoin ben^zo-in. 

bequeath .... be kweethe^, rhyming with seethe, 
Berenice .... ber-e-ni'ce ; the ber as in berry, 

Bernioe ber-ni^ce. 

Berthier (Fr.) . bair'te'a/. 

beryl ber'il ; the ber as in berry, 

Besangon (Fr.) . bez'on'sawn^ 

bestial besf'yal, not beesf yal. 

bestre^v bess-troo'. 

bet not beht nor bait. See Measure. 

The' wunt be much iron on that hoss's huffs an haour after 
daylight, I *11 bate ye a quarter. — Elsie Venner, chapter xxv. 

betel bee'tel, not bee'tl. See Mantel, 

Bethabara . . . beth-ab'ar-ah. 

bethel beth'el ; not ul nor 1. 

Bethphage . . . beth'£ay-je, not beth'page. 

betroth rh)nnes with^^M, not with both, 

betrothal .... bet-roth'al, not bet-ro'thal. 
betrothment . . bet-roth'ment, not munt. 

better bef er, not urr. See Advert. 

bevel bev'el, not bevul, bevil, or bevl. 

beyond be-yond', not be-yund'. 

Beyrut bay-root'. 

bezel be/el. 

bias bi'ass, not bi'uss. 

bibliography . . bib-le-og'rraff-e. 
bibUophile*(Fr.) bibMe'-o'-feel'. 
bibUophUiflt . . bib-le-of il-ist. 

bicycle bi'cik-1, not c/kl. 

bier be'er. See Ear. 
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blftucate .... bi-furlcait. 
BUIeiloa .... accent on bil'. 
biUet donz (Fr.) beerya/doo. 

The plural, btlUU doHx, is pronoanced ezactly like the 

biennial bi-ea'ne-al. 

BlDgen bing'en ; not bing'gen, nor bin^en. 

binomial .... bi-no'me-al. 
blnoonlar .... bin-ok'u-lar. 

blnocle btn'ok-L 

biography . . . bi-og'rmf-ejBot nif-e. 
b^MTtlta .... bip'ar-tite. 

blpanu bip'arus. 

bird sot burrd. See Advert. 

blrems bi'reem. 

birth not burrth. See Advert. 

Usoolt biss'kit. 

Blamaick .... biss'mark, not biz'mark. 

blsmnth biz'muth, not biss'muth. 

blaon bi'son. 

Utter bif er, not bit'urr. 

bltarasD .... bil-u'men, not bit-oo'mun. 

blTOnac biv'oo-ak. 

blab not blaab. See Co*. 

black not blaak. : do. 

blaokEuard . . . bbg'y'ard. 

blanch bknch or blonch, not blaanch. See 

Advance. 
blaaphemoiu . . blaKs'fe-muss. 

blast blasst or blosst. See Advance. 

blatant blay'tant, not blat'unt. 

blaad (Fr.) . . . blah'zay'. 

bleat bleet. 

bled not blehd nor blaid. See Measure. 

Blenheim .... blen'hlme. 
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blessed (part of verb) blessd. 

blessed (adj.) . bless'ed ; not ud nor id. 

blithe rhymes with scythe^ the th being vocal, 

as in this, 
Blois (Fr.) . . . blwah. 
blouse (Fr.) . . blooz. 
blouse (Eng.) . blowz, rhyming with cows, 
Bluclier (Germ.) broo'ker. 
blue bPoo ; not bloo, the u being as in mute. 

See Adduce, 
Boadicea .... bo-ad-iss-ee'ah. 

boar bo^ar, almost in two syllables. See Oar. 

board bo'ard, not borrd. See Accord, 

boat bote, rhyming exactly with note, 

boats'wain . . . bote^swain ; in nautical parlance, bo^sn. 
Boccaccio (Ital.) bok-kah'ch'o. 

BcBOtia be-o^sh'ah. See Social, 

BoUeau (Fr.) . . bwahlo'. 

Bois (French). . bwah. 

Bois de Boulogne (Fr.) bwah'duh^boo-lun^ 

boldest not ist nor ust. 

bolero (Span.) . bo-la/ro. 
Bolingbroke . . bollng-brook. 
Bologna (Ital. ) . bo-lone'yah. 

bomb bom. 

bombard .... bom-bard'. 
bombast .... boml)asst, or bumlDasst. 
bombastic . . . bom-bass'tik. 
bombazine . . . bum-baz-een'. 
bombycinous . bom-biss'in-uss. 

bonnet bon'et, not bunlt. 

boor boo-er, almost in two syllables. See 

Accord, 
booth boothe, rhyming with soothe^ the th 

being vocal, as in this. 
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bore bo'er, almost in two syllables. See Oar. 

Borghese (ItaL) bor-ga/zay. 

bom not borm. See Accord, 

bosom booz^om, — the first o sounded like the 

00 in wool or the u in pull; not boo- 

zom nor bu/um. 
BoBsnet (Fr.) . boss'u'a/. 

Boston not bawss'tn. See Accost. 

botanical .... bot-an'ik-al, not uk-ul. 

botany bot'an-e, not un-e. 

Boucher (Fr.). . boo'sha/. 
Bongnereau (Fr.) boo'guh-ro'. 
Boulanger (Fr.) . boolon'zha/. 
boulevard (Fr.). boCluh-var. 
bonlevard(£ng.) boolev-ard. 

bounce not baounce. See House, 

bound not baound. do. 

bountiful .... boun'tif-fuU, not tuf-ul. See House. 

bouquet boo-ka/, not boTca/. 

bourgeois (Fr.) . boor'zhwah'. 

bourgeois (£ng., the name of a certain type) bur-joiss'. 

Bourges (Fr.) . boorzh. 

bourn or bourne bo^urn, not boom. 

bouts rim^s (Fr.) boo'rree'may'. 

bovine bo'vine, not veen. 

bcwel bow'el, not ul. 

bower bow'er, not baow'urr. See House and 

Our. 
bowsprit .... bo'sprrit, not bow'. 

braohy brrak'e. See Rap. 

brachycephalic brrak'e-cef-al'ik. See Rap, 
brachypod . . . brrak'e-pod. do. 

braggart brrag'art, not urt. , do. 

Brahma brrah'mah. do. 
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Brahmiit .... brrah'mio, not mun. See Rap. 

btrancb brranch or brronch. See Advanu and 

Rap. 

brand btrand, not braaud. See Cab and Rap. 

brasa brrass or brass, not braass. See Ad- 
vance and Rap. 

brat brrat, not braat. 

bravado .... trrah-uay'do. 

biBVO brrah'vo. 

breakfast .... birek'fast, not fiist. 

breecbea .... brritch'es. 

bretliTen .... brreth'rren, sot eren. 

brevlaiy brreev'ya-re. 

brevr brroo. 

brewer brroo'er. 

Brlarens brri-a'rre-us. 

bridal brri'dal, not dul, nor dl. 

brigand brrig'and, not brlg-and'. 

brlganUne. . . . brrig'an-tin. 

brilUanoy .... brril'yan-ce, not yun. 

brilliant brril'yant, not yunt. 

Btlndlai (Ital.) . brrin-dee'ce. 

bristle brrissl. 

Britain brtifen, or btrit'n. 

brogan brro'gan, not gun. 

Bro8lle(Fr.) . . brroal-yC. 

bromide brro'mid. 

bromine brro'min, not meen. 

bronchial .... brron^lte-al. 

bronobitlfl. . . . bn-on-ki'tiss. 

Bronte brron'te. 

brooob brroach, rhyming with eoaeh. 

broom rhymes with loom, the 00 being long, as 

'\amoen. 
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broth. •••"••• not brawth, nor, on the other hand, 

should the o be made as short as in 
not. A quick and short enunciation 
of aw gives the correct sound. The 
same is true of c/otk^ /roth, wroth. 
See Accost. Consult Chapter VIII. 
See Rap. 

brothel brroth'el. See Rap. 

brougham .... broo'am. 

brow not braow. See House and Rap. 

Xxioira not braown. do- 
Bruges brroo'jess. 

bruise brrooz. See Rue and Rap. 

bruisea brrooz-ez, not iz. do. 

bruit brroo'it. do. 

brute brroot. do. 

buccaneer. . . . buk'an-eer. 

bucket notbuckit 

Buddha bood'ah. 

buddhism. . . . bood'ism. 

Buena Vista (Span.) bwa/nah veess'tah. 

Buenos Ayrea (Span.) bway^noss i^ress. 

buhl bool, not bule. 

bullace bool'aiss ; the first syllable rhyming with 

wool. 

bumpkin .... bumpHcin. 

buoy bwoy ; in nautical parlance, boy. 

buoyancy .... bwo/an-ce, not boo'yun-ce. 

buoyant bwoy 'ant, not boo'yunt. 

bureau bu'ro. 

burial ber'e-al, the ^^r as in berry, not ber'e-ul. 

burlesque .... bur-lesk'. 

bushel bush 'el, not u1, nor 1 ; the first syllable 

rhyming with push. 
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biiBily biz'il-e. 

business biz'ness, not nuss. 

Busiris bu-crriss. 

butcher the first syllable rhymes with put^ not 

with but nor boot 
Bysantine .... biz^an-tine, not by-zan'teen. 



) 



r. 



c. 

cab not kaab. 

The drawling of the " short a " here condemned, is one of 
the commonest, and when nasal one of the greatest, blemishes 
in the speech of Americans. See Clam and Man, Consult 
Chapter V. 

kab-al'. 
kab'al-ah. 

kab'ar'ay' ; the ar as in arrow* 
kab'ii^ not un, nor n. 
kab'in-et, not un-it. 
) . kab'rre'o'lay'. 

kab-ool', rhyming with pooL 

kash'ay. 

kak-offan-e. 

kaydenss, not dunss, nor dnss. 

kay'den-cez, not dun-ciz. 

kay'de. 

ka/diz. 

kah'deeth, colloquially kah'deess. 

ka-du'ce-us. 

cess-ar-ee'ah. 

kaf'ay'. 

kaf-ee'in. 

kal-ye-ar'e. 

kah')ray. 

ka/af-ass. 



cabal . • • 
cabala . . 
cabaret (Fr 
cabin . . . 
cabinet . . 
cabriolet (F 
Cabul . . 
cachet (Fr.) 
cacophany 
cadence . 
cadences . 
cadi .... 
Cadiz (£ng. 
Cadiz (Span 
caducous . 
Csesarea . 
caf6 (Fr.) . 
ca£feine. . 
Cagliari (Ital.) 
cahier (Fr.) 
Caiaphas . 
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Cairo (in Egypt) ki'ro. 
Cairo (in U. S.) ka/ro. 

caisBon kaiss'on. 

Caius kay'us. 

calash kal-ash'. 

calcedouy . . . kal-ced'o-ne, not kal-ce-do'ne. 
calcinable . . . kal-ci'neb-L 

calcine kal-cine', not kal'cin. 

caloite kal'cite. 

calculate .... kal'ku-lait, not kalk'lait, much less kal'- 

lait. 

I kind o* calclate 't wun't pay to take the creetur's hide 
'n' shoes oflf to-night. — Elsie Venner. 

caldron kawl'dron. 

calf kahf. 

calid kal'id. 

caliph kay'lifE. 

caliathenics . . kal-iss-then'iks ; the th as in thin. 

calk kawk. 

calligraphy. . • kal-ig'rraf-e. 

Calliope .... kal-i'o-pee. 

Callirrhoe . . . kal-ir'rro-e; thetVas in j//W/. Stt Rap, 

calm kahm, not kam, nor kaam. See Alms. 

oaloric kal-or'ik. 

calve kahv, not kav, nor kaav. See Alms. 

calvity kal'vit-e. 

Calydon .... kal'e-don. 

calyz ka/liks, or kal'iks. 

cambric kaim'brrik. See Rap. 

Cambyses . . . kam-bi'ceez. 

camel kam'el, not ul, nor 1. 

camellia .... kam-ere-ah ; often called kam-ee'le-ah. 

The name is derived from that of the Jesuit Camelli, who is 
said to have brought the plant from the East. 
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oamelopaxd. . . kam-el'o-pard, not ham'I lep'ard. 
camphor .... kam'for, not fur. 

can not kaan, noi ken, nor kin, nor kn. 

Canaan kay'nan, 

Canaanita .... ka/naiE-ite. 
oanaUle (Fr.) . . kan'ah'ee'. 
canard (Fr.) . . kan'u'. 
cancan (Fr.) . . kon'kon'. 

cancel kaa'cet, not sul, nor si. 

Candaca kaa'da'Cet. 

canine kan-jne', not kay'nine. 

Cannes (Fr.) . . kan. 

cannibal kan'ib-al, not ut>nl. 

cannon kan'on. 

canon kan'on. 

canorons .... kan-o'russ. 
Canrobert (Fr.). kon'rrc'bair. 

can't kahat, not kaant. 

oantatrioo (Ital.) kon-tah-tree'chay. 

canyon kaoyon. 

caontchottc . . . koo-chook', rhyming with iwek. 

cap not caap, 

capability .... kay-pab-il'it-ei not kay-pub-il'ut-e. 

capable kay'peb-1. 

capaolons. . . , kap-ny'sh'us. See -SVumI- 

oapaotty kap-ass'it-e. 

oaparlaon .... kap-ar'iss-OD, — thearas Inarrvwy not 
kup-ar'us»-ua. 

capital kap'it-al, not kap'ut-nl. 

Capitol kap'it-ol. 

oapon kay'pon, or ka/pn. 

oaprtcclo (Ital.) kah-prtee'cheo. 

capstan kap'stan, not kap'stn. 

capaole kaps'ule, not ool. 

captain kap'tea, not kap'tn, much less kap'n. 
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Capuchin . • • • kap'oo-sheen'. 

carat kar'at ; the first syllable as in carry, 

Caravaggio (Ital.) kah-rah-vaj'e-o. 

carbine kar'bine, not bin, nor been. 

carbonaceotis • kar'bo-nay^sb'uss. See Social. 

card k'ard, not karrd. The too guttural pro- 
nunciation of r a£ter a vowel is more 
common in tiie Middle States than in 
New England, being perhaps at its 
worst in Pennsylvania. See Guard 
and Accord. 

cardiaoal .... kar-di'ak-al. 

cardinal .... kar'din-al, not kar'dun-ul. 

care ka'er ; almost two syllables, not kayrr. 

carelesa .... less, not luss. 

caress kar-ess' ; the car as in carry ^ not 

kur-ess. 

caret kay'ret. 

Caribbean . . . kar-il>bee''an ; the car as in carry. 

caricature . . . not kar'ik-at-ure ; do. 

caricaturist . . . kar^ik-at-u^'rist ; do. 

caries ka're-eez. 

Carmel kar'mel, not mul. 

carmine .... kar'mine, not min, nor meen. 

carnal kar'nal, not nul, nor nl. 

carnelian. . . . kar-neeFyan. 

carnival .... kar'niv-al, not kar'nuv-ul. 

carnivora . . . kar-niv'o-rah. 

^arol kar'ol, — the ^zr as in arrows not ka/- 

ml, nor kar'ul. 

cajp not karrp. 

carpel kar'pel, not pul, nor pi. 

carriage .... karridge, not kerridge. See Rap. ■ 

'*Haansome kerridge," they called it then. 

The Deacon* s One Hoss Shay, 
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carry not kerry. See Rap, 

In families of New England origin it is not uncommon to 
hear the "short a" in such words changed into the "short e ;** 
as "kerry" for carry, "merry" for marry, "hev" for have, 
" hed " for had, " Th' ol' Doctor, he'd h' ker'd 'em threugh." 
Elsie Venner, chapter x. 

cart k'art, or kart, not karrt. See Guide and 

Accord, 

carte blanche (Fr.) kart'blonsh'. 

carted karf ed, not karrfid. 

carte de visite (Fr.) kart'duh vee'zeef . 

cartel (Fr.) . . . kar'tel. 

Carthaginian . . kar-thaj-in'e-an. 

Carthusian . . . karth-u'ze-an. 

cartilage kar'til-aij. 

cartridge .... kart'rij. 

caryatides . . . kar'e-at^'id-eez ; the car as in carry. 

caseine kay'ce-in. 

casement .... kaiss'ment, not munt. 

caseous kay'ce-uss. 

casino or cassino kass-ee'no. 

cassia kash'yah. 

cassimere .... kass'im-eer, not kaz'im-eer. 

Cassiopea. . . . kass'e-o-pee"ah. 

Cassius kash'e-uss. 

cassock kass'ok. 

cast kasstorkosst,notkaast. St^ Advance. 

Castanet kass-tan-et'. 

castigate .... kass'tig-ait. 

castigation . . . kass'tig-a/'shun. 

castle koss'l or kass% not kaassl. See Ad- 
vance. 

casual kaz'u-al. 

casualty kaz'u-al-te. 
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oaanlstrj .... Icai'a-iGa-tre. 

oat not Icaat. See Cab. 

oatalogu« .... Icafal-og, not awg. See Along. 
oatomantn . . . kaf'am-ar-aa'. 

oatob not ketch. 

oatobes katch'ez, not iz. 

oatchnp katch'up, not ketch'up. 

catecbtunen . . kst-e-ku'men. 

category .... kat'e-go-re, not kat'e-guny. See Ttr- 

Cancaslaii . . . kaw-kay'zh'an. See Social. 

cauliflower . , . kol'e-flower'. 

cansea c^UbiOB (Fr., plural) koze'saj'^ybr'. 

cavalier kav-al-ee'er. 

cavalry kav'al-re. 

caveat kay've-at. 

cavern not kav'urm. See Advert. 

caviare kav-e-ar*. 

cavl^ kav'it-e, not ut-e. 

Cayenne .... kay-en'. 

Cecil cee'cil, or cess'il ; not cee'sl. 

cA&bre (Fr.) . . say'Iaybr'. 

celestial ce-lest'yal. 

celibacy cel'ib-ass-e, not cel-lb'a»S-e. 

cellar cel'ar, not cel-ur, 

cellnlar ..... cel'u-lar, not cel'oolur. 

cement (noun and verb) cem-ent'- 

cemented .... cem-en'ted, not tid. 

cemetery .... cem"et.er-e, — the was in wraarfy not 

cem'et-re. 
Cenchrea .... cenTcre-ah. 
centennial ... not ul. 

central cen'iral, not tnil. 

oentrifagal . . . cen-trif'u-gal. 
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centripetal . . . cen-trip'e-tal. 

cephalic ceph-al'ik. 

ceramic cer-am'ik ; the cer as in cerebraL 

cerate cee'rait. 

cerberean .... cer-bee're-an. 

cereal cee're-al, not uL 

cerement .... ceer'ment. 

certain cer' ten, not certn. See ain. 

cerulean cer-00'le-an. 

cesura cez-u'rah, not oo^rah. 

chafif chof or chaf, not chaaf . See Abaft, 

chaffer chafer. 

chagrin shag-rin'. 

chair cha'er, not chayrr. See Fair* 

chaise shayz, not shay. 

chalcedony. . . kal-ced'o-ne. 
chaldron .... chawl'dron. 

chalice chal'iss, not kal'iss. 

chalybeate . . . kal-ib'e-ait. 

chamber chaim'ber, not burr. 

chameleon . . . kam-ee'le-on. 

chamois (Eng., meaning a prepared sheepskin) shammy. 

chamois (Fr.) . sham'wah. 

chance chonss or chanss, not chaanss. See 

A baft » 
chances .... chon'cez or chan'cez, not ciz. 

chancel chon'cel or chan'cel, not chaansl. 

chancery .... chon'cer-e or chan'cer-e, not chaaa 

channel chan'el. 

Chantilly (Fr.) . shon'teel'ye'. 

chaos kay'oss, not kay^us. 

chapeau (Fr.) . shap'o'. 
chaperon .... shap'er-oan. 
chaplain .... See ain. 

9 
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char (verb) . . . not charr. See Accord, 

char (work done by the day) chare, rhyming wi^ flare. 

oharwoman . . chare-woman. 

character .... k'ar'ak-ter ; the ar as in arrow, 

charade shar-ade ; do. 

charge d'affEdres (Fr.) shar'zhay'daf'fair'. 

Charity char'it-e, — the<zrasin ^lrr(t?^e/; notut-e. 

Charlemagne. . shar'Ie-main. 

charm not charrm. See Accord. 

Charon ka'rron. See Rap. 

chary cha're. 

Charybdis . . . kar-ib'diss ; the char as car in carry. 

chasm kazm, not kuz'um. 

chasten chaiss'en, or chaiss'n. 

chastisement . chass'tiz-ment, not munt 

chat not chaat. See Cab. 

ch&teau (Fr.) . . shah'to'. 
ch&telaine (Fr.) shah'teh-lain'. 
chattel chat'el or chatl. 

This is one of the words in el in which the e is often not 
sounded by careful speakers. 

Chembinl . . . kay-rroo-bee^ne. 
chestnut .... chess'nut. 

Cheviot chiv'e-ot. 

chevron .... shev'rron. 

chew ch'oo. 

chiaro oscuro (Ital.) ke-ar'o oss-koo'ro. 
chiaroscuro (Ital.) ke-ar'oss-koo'ro. 

chicane shik-ain'. 

chicanery . . . shik-ay'ner-e. 
chicken .... chick'en, not chick'n. 
childe rh3rmes with wild. 

Some of the best English authorities make it rhyme with 
wt//^^, though admitting it to be against all analogy. 
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oUldren .... chil'dren, not dum. 

chimera ki-mee'rah. 

chimpanzee . . chim'pan-zee". 

ChiDeaa chUneer'-not neess. 

cheer chee'er, — almost in two syllables ; not 

cbeerr. See Ear. 

oheerll; cheer'il-e, not ul-e. 

chemical .... kem'ik-al, not uk-uL 
chemise .... shuh'meez' 

. ier-son-eess'. 

. cher'oo-bim; the M«r as in rA^rrf. 
chirography . . kl-rrog'raf-e- 
chiiopodlet. . . ki-rrop'o-dist. 

chirp not chtirrp. See Advert. 

chisel chii'el, not chizl. 

chivaMo .... shiv-al'rik. 
chivalrous . . . shiv'al-russ. 
diivalry .... shiv'al-re. 

Chloe klo'ee. 

chloride .... klo'rid, not reed nor ryde. 

choir kwi'er ; almost in two syllables. See 

Ire. 
obolerio .... kol'er-ik ; the £r as in errand. 
CholmoQdelj . chum'le. 

oboral ko'raL 

chorist ko'rist 

chorister .... kor'ist-er ; the cor being sounded as in 

oboagh cbulT. 

chrism km'zm. 

ofariaten .... krriss'n. 
Christendom. . krriss'n-dom. 
ohriatenliiK . . . krriss'n-ing. 
Christlui .... krrissfyaii. 
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Christianity . . krrist'ye-an'it-e. 

Christiaiiize . . krrisfyan-ize. 

ChrlBtmaB . . . krriss'mass, not muss. 

chronologic . . krron-ol-oj'ik. 

Chrystostom . . krriss'oss-tom, not kriss-ross'tum. 

cicada cik-ay'da. 

cicatrice .... cik'at-riss. 
cicerone (Eng.) ciss-er-o'nee. 
cicerone (Ital.) . chee-chay-ro'nay. 

chyle kyle, rhyming with///?. 

ciliary ..... ciFe-er-e; ika^ er 2&\xi errand. 

Circe clr'ce, not cirss. 

circean cir-cee'an. 

circuit cir'kit. 

circular cir'ku-lar, not cir'kul-ur. 

circumference . cir-kum'fer-enss, not unss. 
circumlocutory cir^kum-lok^u-to-re. 
circumstance . cir'kum-stanss. 
Cisalpine .... ciss-al^pin. 
Cistercian . . . ciss-ter^sh'an. 

citadel cit^'ad-el, not cit^ud-1. 

cithern cith'em ; the th as in pith, 

citizen cif'iz-n. 

citole cit-ole^ 

citrate cit'rait. 

oivU civ'il, not civ'ul, nor civ^'l. 

civilian civ-iryan, not yun. 

civiUty civ-iHt-e. 

<^lam not klaam. See Cab, 

There is a tendency in the United States to drawl the " short 
a** at the same time giving it a flat and nasal sound. This 
should be carefully avoided, by opening the mouth and sending 
the voice out with vigor. See Man and Cab, 
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clamp not klaamp. 

clandestine . . klan-dess'tin. 

clangor klang'gor, not klang'er. 

clapboard . . . klap'board, not klabbord. 

claret rhymes with garret. 

Never say " claret wine." 

clarify clar'if-i ; the clar as in Clarence. 

clarinet cUu<in-et ; do. 

clarion clar'e-on; do. 

clasB klass or kloss, not klaass. S^i^ Advance. 

clasaioal .... klass^ik-aL 

daaaify klass^if-i. 

cleanliness . . . klenlin-ess, not lun-uss. 

cleanly klenle. 

dear klee^er, almost in two syUables. See 

Ear. 
clematis .... klem^at-iss, not klem-atlss. 
clemency .... klem'en-ce, not un-ce. 
clerical klertk-al, — the er as in errand; not 

uk-ul. 
clerk not klurrk. See Advert. 

In England this word is still pronounced klark. 

clew kPoo, not kloo. See Adduce. 

climatic .... kli-mat^ik. 

clinical klin'ik-al, not uk-nl. 

CUo kli'o. 

Clitheroe .... klith'er-o ; the th as in thine. 

close (adjective) kloce, rh3rming exactly with dose. See 

Stone. 
close (verb) . . kloze. 

closet kloz^et, not klawzlt 

cloth See Accost and Broth. 
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cloths (plural) . the th unvocal, as in thin. 
clothes not kloze. 

An' the little room for beddo'es, all cleaned out 

Hannah Thurston^ chapter ixL 

Clothe klo^'tho. 

cloud not klaoud. See House. 

Clytie kli'te-e. 

Cnidus ni'duss. 

coach rhymes with poach; the vowel being 

long, as in cone. See Stone. 
coadjutant . . . ko-ad'ju-tant 
coadjutor. . . . ko-ad-ju^tor. 
coat rhymes with mote and dote. See Stone. 

Le' go o' that air c5at, naow, or 1 11 make ye I 

Elsie Venner^ chapter ilL 

cochineal .... kotch'in-eel or kotch-in-eer. 
cockatrice . • . kok^at-rrice, not riss. See Rap. 

cocoa kolco. 

Cceur-de-lion (Fr.) ker'duh-le'awn'. 

coexist ko-egs-isst^ 

coffee kof 6) not kawFe. See Accost. 

coffer kof er. do. 

cofi^ kof in. do. 

cogent ko'jent, not junt. 

cognac koan'3rak. 

cognizance . . . kog'niz-anss. 
cognomen . . . kog-no'men. 

Colchis kol^iss. 

Coligny (Fr.) . . koleen'ye'. 
collateral. . . . kol-at^er-al. 
collation .... kol-lay'shun, not ko'la/shun. 

There *s meat 'n cakes, 'n pies, *n pickles enough on that 
table to spread a haansome eolation. — Elsie Venner, chapter vii. 
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ooUatoE kol-la/tor. 

collega kol'ej, not ij. 

I should n't wonder if yon was able to send yonr boys to 
collidge.— J/aHoaA TkurstoH, chapter »u. 

ooUoqolal . . . kol-loliwe-al. 

Collnds kol-ude' not ood. 

coUnslon . . ■ • kol-u'zhun, not oo'zhuii. 

colonel kur'nel, not kur'nL 

Colosia kol-oss'ee. 

ColoBsanm . . . kol-oss-ce'um. 
colnmbai; . . . kol"uin-ba're- 

oolnmii kol'uni, never koryutn. 

combat kom'bat 

combated . . . kom'bat-ed. 

combatant . . . kora'bat-ant. 

combaMireneBa . kom'bat-iv-ness. 

combination . . kom-bin-ay'shun. 

Comddle Fransalac (Fr.) ko-may'dee'&on'aayz'. 

oomelT kum1ee> 

comfort kum'fort, not furt 

comfortably . . kum'fort-eb-le, not knmf tab-le. 

Ware A. sot afore, B. is ciimftably seated i 
One humbug 'a victor'ons, an' f other, defeated. 

B^l<rw Papert, No. 4. 

Comlnea (Fr.) . ko-meen'. 

command . , . kom-mand', or kom-mond'. 

commanded . . kotn-and'ed, orkom-mond'ed. 

commandaut. . kom-man-dant', or kom-mon.donnt'. 

commeafaut(Fr.) kum'eeno', 

conunendable . kom-end'eb-l. 

commeDsnrabls kom-enss'u-reb-L 

oomoMDt (verb and douq) kom'ent 
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commented • . kom'ent-ed, not kom-entld. 

commiserate. . kom-iz'er-ait. 

commissariat . kom-iss-ay're-at. 

commodity . . kom-od'it-e. 

commonalty . . kom'on-al-te. 

commonwealth kom'on-welth or kom-on-welth'. 

commimism . . kom'u-nizm. 

Communist . . kom^u-nist. 

Comorin .... kom''o-rin. 

compact (noun and adjective) kom'pact. 

compact (verb) kom-pact'. 

comparable . . kom'par-eb-1, — the par as in parry ; 

not kom-pa'rable. 

comparative . . at-iv, not ut-iv. 

compare .... kom-pa'er, — almost in three syllables ; 

not kompairr'. 

comparison . . isson, not usson. 

compass .... kum^pass, not puss. 

compasses • . . kum'pass-ez, not iz. 

compatible . . . kom-pat'ib-1, not ub-L 

compatibility . kom'pat-ib-ir'it-e, not ub-il'ut-e. 

compatriot . . . kom-pay'tre-ot, not pat're-ut. 

compeer .... kom-peer^. 

compelled . . . when this participle is used as an adjec- 
tive, it has three syllables, kom-pelled. 

compensate . . kom-pen^sait, not kom'pen-sait. 

The following verbs are frequently accented erroneously on 
the first syllable ; they should in all their tenses be accented on 
the second : compensate^ concentrate^ confiscate^ contemplate^ con- 
stellate^ demonstrate^ despumcUe, expurgate^ and extirpate. 

compensated . kom-pen^say-ted. 
competence . . kom'pe-tenss, not tunss. 
competent . . . kom^pe-tent, not tunt. 
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competitor . . . kom-pet1t-6r, not kilm-pef et-ur. 

Compi^gne (Fr.) kawm^pe-ain^ 

compiaiBance . kom-play-zanss'. ' 

complaisant . . kom-play-zant". 

complement . . kom'ple-ment, not plum-unt 

complex .... kom^pleks, not kom-pleks^. 

compliment . . kom'plim-enty not plum-unt. 

composite . . . kom-poz1t 

compound (noun) kom'pound. 

compound (verb) kom-pound^ 

compress (noun) kom^press. 

compress (verb) kom-press^ 

compressible . ibble, not ubble. 

compromise . . kom'pro-mize. 

comptroller . . kon-tro^er. 

comrade .... kom'raid, not rad. 

con amore (Ital.) kawn-ah-mo'ray. 

concave .... konlcaiv. 

concavity . . . kon-kav'it-e. 

concentrate . • kon-cen^trait, not kon^cen-trait See 

Compensate, 
concentrated . kon-cen'tra-ted. 

concern kon-cern^, not surm. See Advertise- 

ment. 
concert (noun) . kon^cert 
concert (verb) . kon-cert'. 
concerto .... kon-cer^to, or kon-chair'to. 

. . kongk. 

. ♦ kon-cice', not kon-cize'* 

. . konTclave. 

. . not klood ; the u should be as in mute. 

. . kon-klu'ded, not kloodid. 

. . kon-klu'civ, not klooziv. 

. . kong'kord or konlcord. 



conch. . . 
concise . . 
conclave . 
conclude . 
concluded 
conclusive 
Concord . 
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concordance . . kon-kor^danss, not dunss. 
concordat . . • kon-kor^dat. 
concourse . . . konglcorss or kon'korss. 
concubinage . . kon-ku'bin-age. 
concubine . . . konglcu-bine or konlcu-bine. 
concurrent . . . kon-kur'rent, not runt 
Cond^ (Fr.) . . kawn'da/. 
Condillac (Fr.) . kawn'-deel'yak'. 
condolence . . kon-dolenss, not kon^do-lunss. 
conduce .... kond-uce", not ooce. 
conducive . • . kond-u^civ, not oociv. 
conduct (noun) kon^uct 
conduct (verb) . kon-duct'. 

conduit kon^dit. 

confessor .... konfess^or or konYessor. 

The latter pronunciation is becoming antiquated. — OrthoepisU 

confidant (masculine) kon-fid-ant^, not kon'fid-ent 
confidante (feminine) kon-fid-ant^ or kon-fid-ont', not 

kon'fid-ent. 

Walker sa3rs : ** A greater mark of rusticity cannot be given 
than to place the accent on the first syllable, and pronounce 
the last dent instead of dant ;** and the case remains very much 
as in his day. 

confidence . . . kon'fid-enss, not fud-unss. 

confidences . . kon'fid-en-cez, not un-ciz. 

confident .... kon'fid-ent, not unt. 

confidential . . kon-fid-en' sh'al. 

confiscate . . . kon-fiss'kait, not kon'fiss-kait See 

Compensate, 
conflict (noun) . kon'flict 
conflict (verb) . kon-flict'. 
confluent .... kon'flu(fl'oo) -ent, not floo-unt 
conform .... kon-fawrm^ 
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conformity . . 
confuBedly . . 
cong^ (Fr.) . , 
congenial. . , 
congeniality . 
congenita . , 
congregate . . 
congregated . 
congress . . , 
congressional 



itty, not utty. 

kon-fu'zed-le. 

kawn'zha/'. 

kon-jeen'yal, or kon-je^ne-al. 

kon-je'ne-ar'it-e. 

kon-jen'it-al, not ut-uL 

kong'grre-gait. 

kong'grre-gay-ted, not tid. 

kong'grress. 



See Social. 
do. 



kon-grresh'un-al. 

conical kon1k-al, not kon^uk-L 

conjure (to enjoin) kon-jure'. 
conjure (to work by magic) kun^jure. 
connaisseur (Fr.) kawn^na/cer'. 

kon-nay-cer'. 

kon-u'be-al, not ool^e-ul. 

kongTcer. 

konglcer-or. 

kong'kwest 

kon'sh'enss. 

kon-she-en'sh 'uss. 

kon^sh'us-ness, not nuss. do. 

kon-cen'sh'ent do. 

kon'cer-va3r''tor. 

kon-cid'er-eb-1, not kon-cid'rubl. 

kon-cid'er-a/'shun, not kon'cideration. 

kon-cin-ee'. 

kon-ci'ner. 

kon-cine'ment. 

kon-cin-or'. 

kon-cist^ent, not unt. 

kon'cist-o-re or kon-cist'o-re. 

consols kon-solz^ (contracted from' 'consolidated 

annuities "}. 



connoisseur . 
connubial • • 
conquer . • . 
conqueror . . 
conquest . . . 
conscience . • 
conscientious 
consciousness 
consentient . 
conservator • 
considerable . 
consideration 
consignee . . 
consigner. . • 
consignment . 
consignor . . 
consistent . . 
consistory . • 
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consonance • 
consort (noun) 
consort (verb) 
conspiracy . • 
constable • . 
constitute . . 
constituted . 
constitution . 



kon^so-nanss. 

kon'sort. 

kon-sort'. 

ess-e, not uss-e. 

kun'^stab-l. 

kon'stit-ute, not stut-oot. 

kon'stit-u-te(L» 

kon-stit-u^shun. 



See Adduce. 



Wy, all o' them grand constitootional pillers. 
Our four fathers fetched with 'em over the billers. 

Biglow Papers^ Na 4. 

constrictor. . . kon-strikt'or. 

construe .... kon'-stroo ; the accent on first syllable, 
consume .... konss-ume', not oom. See Adduce. 
consummate (verb and adjective) kon-sum^ait 
consummated . kon-sum'^a-ted. 

kon-tay^'un. See Social. 

kon-tem'plait. See Compensate. 

kon-tent'ment, not munt 

kon-tents'. 

kon'test 

kon-tesf. 

kon'tin-enss, not unss. 

kon'tin-ent, not unt. 

kon-tin'u-al, not kon-tin'yal. 

kon-tin'u-anss, not unss. 

kon-toor'. 
contract (noun) kon'tract. 
contract (verb) kon-tracf . 
contrast (noun) kon^trast. 
contrast (verb) . kon-trast'. 
contribute . . . kon-trib'ute. 
controvert . . . kon'tro-vert, not kon-tro-verf. 



contagion . . 
contemplate . 
contentment . 
contents . . • 
contest (noun) 
contest (verb) 
continence . . 
continent • • • 
continual. • . 
continuance . 
contour . . . 
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contumely . • . kont'u-me-le, not kon-toom'e-le. 

contuse kont-uze^ 

contusion . . . kont-u'zhun. 

convalescence . kon-val-ess^enss, not kon-vul-ess-unss. 
convenience . . kon-vee^ne-enss, not kon-veen^yunss. 
converse (verb) . kon-verss', not vurss. See Advert* 
converse (noun) konVerss. do. 

convert (noun) . kon'-vert, not vurrt do. 

convert (verb) . kon-vert'. do. 

convertibility . kon-ver-tib-irit-e, not tub-il-ut-e. See 

Advert, 
convertible . • kon-ver'tib-L 
convoy (verb) . kon-vo/. 
convoy (noun) . kon'voy. 

cony ko'ne. 

cook rhymns with book. 

All the words ending in 00k have the 00 short, as in wool ; as 
bookf brookt cook^ crooky hook^ look, nook, took, 

coop rhymes with loop. 

All the words ending in oop have the 00 long, as in moon ; as 
hoop, looPypoop, sloop, stoop, troop, 

cooper koop'er, rhyming with trooper. 

copal ko'^pal. 

coquette .... ko-ket'. 
coquetry .... ko-ket're. 

coracle kor'ak-l, rhyming with oracle ; not 

ko'ra-cle. 

coral kor'al, rhyming with moral j not kp'ral. 

cord not korrd. 

cordial kor'de-al or kord'yal. 

cordiality . . . kor-de-al'it-e or kord-yal^it-e. 
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oon. ' ko-er, almost in two syllables ; notkorr. 

See Oar. 

oormoiant ■ ■ . kor'ino-rant 

com not korro. 

Cora«me (Fr.) . kor'nay'e'. 

ooroUanr .... kor"ol-a'rei 

cotona kor-o'nah. 

coronal kor-o'aaL 

ooTporel .... kor'po-ral, not kor'pur-uL 

oorpa (from the Fr.) kor. 

ootpa d'aim^e (Fr.) kor'dar'ma]''. 

ootps dlplomatlqae (Fr.) kor'dee'plo'mafeek'. 

oorrldoi .... kor'id-or. 

conoBive .... kor-o'civ, not iW. 

ooiTogate .... koi'rroo-gait ; the for as in coral. See 
Jfap. 

ooimgated . . . kor'rroo-gMt-ed ; the £or as in eoral. 
See Jfap. 

ooTTnptible . . . kor-mip'tib-1. 

oort^Be (Fr.) . . kor'tayih'. 

oorretts (Fr.) . kor'vef. 

Coiydon .... kor'e-don ; the cor aa in coral. 

oosmogiaphy . koz-mog'rraf-e. 

oostome .... kosst-ume', not oom. See Adduce. 

coterie (Fr.) . , ko'ter'ee'. 

cotton kot'on or kof n. 

coofh the vowel-sound Is that of aw pro- 
nounced quickly. See Accost. 

eonncll koun'cil, not koun-sl. 

conaolUor . , . koun'cilor. 

connKl koun'cel, not kcun'sl. 

coDHBellor . . . koun'celor. 

oonp (Fr.) . . . koo. 

ooupa'6tat(Fr.) koWday'tah'. 
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coup de grftce (Fr.) koo'duh grahss^ 
coup^ (Fr.) . . . \syy'^?if* 
couplet ....'. kup^let, not lit. 

coupon koo^pon'. 

courier koo're-er ; the 00 of the first syllable as 

in wooL 
courteous • . . kur'te-uss or kore'^chuss. 
courtesan . . . kur-te-zan'. 
courtesy (civility, complaisance) kur^tess-e. 
courtesy (a posture of ladies) kurt'ce. 
courtier .... kourt'yer. 

cousin kuzin or kuz'n. 

covenant .... kuv'e-nant, not nunt 
coverlet .... kuv'er-let, not lut. 
covetous .... kuv'et-uss, not kuv'e-chuss. 

cow not kaow. See House. 

cowardice . . . kow^ar-diss. 

cower not kaower. See House, 

cowl not kaowl. do. 

Cowper .... koo'per ; the 00 long, as in cool, 

crab krrab, not kraab. See Rap and Cab. 

crack krrak, not kraak. do. 

cram krram, not kraam. do. 

cramp krramp, not kraamp. do. 

cranberry . . . krran'berry, not kraan. do. 
creature .... krreet^ure ; colloquially krree'ch'oor, not 

kree'cher. 

Kreeter and kritter are sometimes heard among the illiterate. 
'' I jest happened daown by the mansion haouse las' night, V 
he come aout on thet queer lookin' creeter o' hisn." — Elsie 
Venner, chapter xxiv. 

credence .... krree^denss, not dunss. See Rap, 
credibility . . . krred-ib-il'it-e, not ub-irut-e. do. 
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cradltor .... krred'it-or, not ut-ur, SeeJfo^. 

credo krree'do. do. 

creek krreek, not krik. do. 

Creole krree'ole. do. 

Oieoaoto .... krree'o-soat. do. 

cremation . . . krre-maj^shun. do. 

orematory . . . krrem'at-o-re. do. 

oreaoent .... krress'ent, not unt. do. 

Cretan ..... krree'tan, not tun. do. 

cretin krree'tin, not tun. do. 

oretlMn krree'tizm. do. 

crew kiTOO. do. 

orewel krroo'el, not uL do. 

cribbage .... krrib'aij, not ij. do. 

cricket krrik'et, not it do, 

criminal .... krrim'in-al, not un-ul, do. 

erltioal krritlk-al, not uk-ul. do. 

crlUolAm .... krrit'iss-izra, not uss-izm. do. 

Croatia krro-a/sh'ali, do. 

crotaliut .... krrot'al-us. do. 

ctovrd not kraowd. See Rap and House. 

omoifiz krroo'siMxt not suf-ix. See Rap. 

The TOwel u preceded by r in the »ame syllable has always 
the sound <rf BO. See Rut. 

orode IcfTood. See Rap. 

omel krroo'el, not il nor ul. 

ornsade krroo-said'. 

crystal krriss'tal, not tul nor tL 

crystalline . . . krriss'tal-in or ine. 

cubical ku'bik^al, not ku'bik-uL 

cncomber . . . kulcum-ber, not kow*. 

endgel kuj'el, not kujl. 

oulraoa kwee'rass'. See note to Tout de suiU. 
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cuirassier . . • kwe-rass-eer^. 

cuish kwiss, not kwish. 

cuisine (Fr.) . . kwee'zeen'. 

culinary .... kulin-a-re, not kuK 

Culloden .... kul-o'den. 

culminate . . . kurmin-ait, not mun-ait. 

culminated. . . kurmin-a-ted. 

culmination . . kul-min-ay^shun, not mun-ay'shun. 

culpability . . . kul-pab-irit*e, not ut-e. 

culpable .... kurpeb-I, not pub-l. 

culprit kuKprit, not kurprut 

cupola ku'^po-lah ; not ku'^pa-lo nor ku-pa-Iuh. 

culture' kult^ure. 

cumulus .... ku^mu-luss. 

curagoa ku-rah-so^ 

curassow. . . ku-rass^o. 

curator ku-rajr'tor. 

cure ku'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Accord, 
currency .... kur'rren-ce, not run-ce. See Rap, 

current kur'rrent, not runt. do. 

cursed when an adjective, has two syllables, 

kur'ced. 

cursory kur^so-re. 

curtail kur-tair. 

curtain kur'tain, not kur'tn. 

I first syllable rhymes with hush^ push, 

custard kus^tard. 

cyanide C3r^an-ide, not id. 

Cybele cib'e-lee. 

Cyclades .... ciklad-eez. 
Cyclopean . . . cy-klo-pee^an. 
cylinder .... cilln-der, not un-dur. 

10 
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cylindrical . • . cil-inMrik-al, not druk-ol. 

cymbal ciml>a], not bul nor bl. 

cynosure .... cy^no-shure. 

Cyprian .... cip^rre-an. 

Cyrene cy-ree^ne. 

Cyrenean. . . • cy-ree^ne-an. 

Cyril ciVil; the first syllable, cyr^ rhyming 

with the first syllable, lyr^ of lyric. 

Cytherea .... cith-er-ee'ah* 

Csarina zar-ee^nah. 

Czarowitz . . • zar'o-vitz. 

Cxech check. 

Czemy chair'ncc 

D. 

Daoian da/sh'an. See Social, 

dactyl dak'til 

dactylic . . • • dak-tirik. 

dado dah'do, not da/do. 

Daedalus .... ded^al-uss. 
Daghestan . . • dag-ess-tan^ 
daguerreotype . dag-air'o-tipe. 
dahlia • • . • . dahle-ah or dajrle-ah. 

The latter pronunciation seems to gain ground ; but it is a 
p!ty not to preserve unchanged the., name of the Swedish 
botanist DaM^ who made the flower known to Europe. 

daintily dain^til-e, not tul. 

dam not daam. See Cab. 

damp not daamp. do. 

damsel dam^zel ; not zul nor zl. See Mantel. 

damson dam'zon or zn. 

Danae dan^a-e. 
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danos donss or danss, not daanss. See Ad~ 

danoM don'cez or dan'cez, not daan'ciz. 

DanUh da/nish. 

Dante (Ital.) . . daa'tay. 
Danton (Fr.) . . don'tawn'- 
D'Axblaj .... dar'blay. 

date da'er, almost in two syllables. See Fair. 

dark notdarrk. SttAecord. 

data (plural) , . day'tah. 

datum day'tum. 

daub not dob. 

D'Aablgoy (Fr.) do'been'ye' 

dannt dabnt, not dawnt, nor daant. SetAutit. 

danpbin daiVfin, not fun nor fn. 

DavouBt (Fr.) . dah'voo'. 

deacon dee'kon or ko. 

dead ded, not dehd nor daid. See Measure. 

deaf def, not deef, vrhkti is rustic in the 

extreme, 
dea&ieaa .... defaess, not nnss. 
dear de'ar, almost in two syllables; not deenr. 

See Ear and Accord. 

debauch deb-awch'. 

debauohee . , . deb-o-shee'. 
debenture . . . deb-enf ure. 

debile deb'il, not debl. 

debill^ de-billt-e, not dnb-il'nt-e 

debit deb^t, not deb'ut 

de bonne giAca <Fr.) duhljungrahss', ^ftfi DMouement. 
debouob .... day-boosh'. 
d6bonclii(Fr.) dayljoo'shay'. Svi Dfyouement. 
ddbouobnre(Fr.) dayTioosli'iire'. do. 

ddbil»(Fr.). . . day'brree'. do. 
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debtor def or, not dettur. 

d^but (Fr.) . . . day'bu. See DinouemenU 
debutante (Fr.) day'bu'tonf . do. 

decade dek'^dd. 

decadence . . . dek-ay'denss. 
decalogue . . . dek'al-og. 

decent dee^cent, not sunt nor snt. 

decimal dess'im-al, not dess^um-ul. 

decisive de-ci'civ, not ziv. 

declamatory . . de-klam"at-o're. See Territory. 

declination . • . dek-lin-a'shun, not shn. 

declivity .... dek-liv'it-e. 

declivous .... de-kliVuss. 

decorous .... dek-o'russ ; better than dek^o-russ. 

decrepit de-krrep'it, not id. 

dedicate .... ded^k-ait. 

dedicatory . . . ded*ik-at-o're, not turry. See Territory. 

deduce deed-uce', not ooce. 

defalcate .... de-fal1cait, not fawl. 
defalcation . . . def-al*kay'shun. 

defer de-fer', not furr. See Advert, 

deficit def iss-it, not de-fiss'it. 

defile (noun and verb) de-file', not dee'file. 
definition .... def in-ish'un. 
definitive .... def-in'it-iv. 
deformity . . . def-or'mit-e. 
d^gag^ (Fr.) . . da/gazh'ay'. 
deglutition . . . deg-lu-tish'un. 
dugout (Fr.) . . da/goo'. 

deity de'it-e, not de'ut-e. 

Dejanira .... dej-an-i'rah. 

Delhi the Indian city is del'ee ; the American 

town, delTii. 
delude deel-ude, not deel-ood'. 



« 
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deluded deel>u'ded, not deel-oo'did. 

delusion .... deel-u'zhun, not deel-oo'zhua, 
delusive ... . deel-u'civ, not deel-oo'ziv. 
Demerara. . . . dem-er-ah'rah. 
demesne .... de-mean'. 
Demeter .... dem-ee'ter. 
dexni-lune (Fr.) dem'e'lune', not loon, 
dexni-monde (Fr.) dem'e'mawnd. 

demise de-mize'. 

demoiselle (Fr.) dem'woz'el'. 
demoniacal . . . dem-o-ni'ak-al, not de-mo'ni-a-kl. 
demonstrable . de-mon'streb-1. 
demonstrate . . de-mon'strait. 

denizen den'iz-n. " .- 

denominate . . de-nom'in-ait. 
denouement (Fr.) day'noo'ment'. 

The pronunciation given of French words is at best only 
approximate, as several sounds common m French have no 
equivalent in English. The enunciation also is quite unlike 
our own, all syllables being accented nearly alike, while the 
vowels are usually simple sounds, without the diphthongal qual- 
ity of our vowels. No attempt has been made to render the 
frequent " nasals ^ by the use of ngy as the result is to many ears 
even more barbarous than the omission of them altogether. All 
persons are recommended to avoid the use of words and phrases 
in languages with which they may not be well acquainted. 

dental den'tal, not tul. 

denudation. . . den-u-day'shun. 

denude deen-ude', not ood. 

denuded .... deen-u'ded, not oo'did. 
denunciation . . de-nun-she-ay'shun, not ce-ay'shun. 
dependence . . de-pen'denss, not dunss. 

deplore de-plo'er. 

depot day'po'. See note to Tout ensemble. 
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depravity .... de-prrav'it-e, not ut. See Rap, 
depreciate . . . de-prree'she-ait. do. 

depreciation . . de-prree'she-a/''shun. do. 
Derby der'be, or dar'be. 

Mr. Smart says that the former is now the pronunciation of 
the best English society. This will doubtless be the case in 
England in another generation, as it is in this country ; but it 
can hardly be said to be true as yet. 



V •^ 
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derelict 

dernier (Fr.) . . 

derision 

derisive 

derisory 

derogatory . . . 

DeRuyter . . . 
Descartes (Fr.) 
d^shabiU^ (Fr.) 
desiccate .... 
design (noun and 
designate . 
desist . . . 
desolate . 
desperado 
despicable 
despondent 
dessert . . 
destination 
destine . . 
destitute . 
destitution 
destructible 
desuetude 



• • 



der'e-likt, the der as in derrick. 
daim'yay'. 

de-rrizh'un. See Rap, 
de-rri'civ, not ziv. See Rap* 
de-rri'so-re, not zo-re. See Rap. 
de-rrog"at-o're, not ut-ur-e. See 7>r- 

ritory. 
duh-ri'ter. 
day'karf. 

day'zab'ee'ya/. See Dishabille. 
dess'ik-ait, or dess-ik'ait. 
verb) de-zine' or de-cine'. 
dez'ig-nait. 
de-cist', not de-zist'. 
dess'o-lait. 
dess-per-ay'do. 

dess'pik-eb-1, not des-pik'ub-1. 
dess-pon'dent, not dunt. 
dez-ert'. 

dess'tin-ay'shun, not tun. 
dess'tin, not tn. 
dess'tit-ute, not ut-oot. 
dess-tit-u'shun, not ut-oo'shun. 
dess-truk'tib-l, not tubble. 
dess'weet-ude, not ood. 
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desultory . . . dess'ul-to-re. 

detail (noun) . . de'tail or de-tair. 

detail (verb) . . de-tail'. 

determination . de-ter-min-ay'shun. 

determine . . . de-ter'min. 

detestation. . • de-tes-ta/shun. 

detour (Fr.) . . day'toor'. 

detriment . . . defrim-ent. 

detrimental . . det-rim-ent'al. 

de trop (Fr.) . . duh'tro'. 

Deuteronomy . du-ter-on'o-me, not doo'tur. 

devastate. . . . de*vass'tait. 

devastation . . dev-ass-tay'shun. 

devil ...... dev'il, or dev'l. 

This is one of the very few words in which by most good 
speakers the 1 is not sounded. Smart says : '' In unaccented syl- 
lables the only failure of the sound (1.^., of the 'short V) is in 
evily devilt raisin^ basin, and cousitif in which it is quite sunk ; 
but the practice as to the letter i extends no farther, except in 
mean society : Lafn and pu-p^l, for instance, instead of Lat-in 
2XiApu-pil^ are decided vulgarisms." The present author recom- 
mends that the i be preserved in all cases. 

devoir (Fr.) . . dev'war'. 
devotional . • . dev-o'shun-al, not ul. 

dew du (d'oo), not doo ; it rhjrmes exactly 

within;. See Adduce* 

dewy du'ee, not doo'-ee. 

diabetes .... di-ab-ee'teez. 

diabetio .... di-ab-et'ik, not ub. 

diaconal .... di-ak'o-nal, not un-uL 

diaoonate . . . di-ak'o-nait 

diaeresis .... di-er'e-ciss ; the er as in errant. 

diagonal .... di-ag'o-nal, not di-ag^un-uL 

dial ....... di'al, not ul. 

dialogue . • • • di'al-og. 
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dialyse di'al-ize. 

diamond .... di'am-ond. 

Diana di-ay'nah, or dee'-ah'-nah. 

diastole .... di-ass'to-lee« 

diatribe .... di'at-ribe ; pronounced di'at-ri'be by 

Smart. 

Dido di'do. 

Didot (Fr.) . . . de'do'. 

diet di'et. 

dietary di'et-a-re. 

difEusive .... di£-u'civ, not ziv, much less zif. 
digest (noun) . . di'jest. 
digest (verb) . . dij-esf. 
digitalis .... dij-it-ay'liss. 

digniQr dig'nif-i, not nuf. 

dignity dig'nit-e, not nut 

digression . . . dig-rresh'un. 

dilate dil-ait', not di'late. 

dilemma .... dil-em'ah. 
diligence • . • . dillj-enss, not unss. 

diligent dirij-ent, not unt. 

dilute dil-ute', not di-loot'. 

dilution dil-u'shun, not dul-oo'shun. 

diluvial dil-u've-al, not dul-oo've-ul. 

diluvium . • , . dil-u've-um, not dul-oo've-um. 

dime do not drawl the vowel. See /. 

diminution . . . dim-in-u'shun, not dim-un-oo'shun. 
dinarchy .... din'ar-ke. 
diocesan .... di-oss'e-zan. 

diocese di'o-cess. 

diorama .... dio-rray'mah, or di-o-rrah'mah. 
diphtheria . . . dip-thee're-ah ; the th as in thin. 
diphthong . . . dip'thong. See Tripthong. 
diplomate (Fr.) deep'lo'mat'. 
diplomatist . . dip-lo'mat-ist 
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diptych dip'tik. 

dire di'er, almost in two syllables. See In. 

directly dir-rrekt'le ; the dir like mir in mirror. 

dia 

The instructions for the use of this common prefix cannot be 
better given than in the words of the two greatest English 
orthoepists : — 

" When the accent, either primary or secondary, is on this 
inseparable preposition, the s is always sharp and hissing; 
but when the accent is on the second syllable, the s will be 
either hissing or buzzing, according to the nature of the conse- 
cutive letter. That is, if a shart mute, as/, /, ^, or c hard, suc- 
ceed, the preceding .r must be pronounced sharp and hissing, as 
dispose, distaste, etc ; but if a flat mute, as b, d, or g hard, or a 
vowel or a liquid, begin the next syllable, the foregoing s must 
be sounded like z, as disburse, disdain, etc. ; but if the secondary 
accent be on this inseparable preposition, as in disbelief, etc., 
the .r retains its pure hissing sound." — Walker. 

" As to the pronunciation of this prefix, the s is unvocal p. e. 
sharp or hissing] if the accent, primary or secondary, is on the 
syllable ; but if the next syllable be accented and begin with a 
real vowel (not u) or a vocal consonant [i. e., flat mute], the s is 
sounded z, unless the word is connected with a principal word 
in which the j is unvocal ; for m such case the derivative follows 
the primitive." — Smart, 



disabiUty. . . 


. diss-ab-bil'it-e, not ub-irut-e. 


disable .... 


. diz-ay'bl, not diss. 




. diz-arm', not diss. 


disaster . . . 


. diz-oss'ter, or diz-ass'ter, not diss. 


disband . • . 


. diz-band', not diss. 


disburse . . • 


. diz-burss', not diss. 


discard .... 


. diss-k'ard'. See Guard. 


discarded . • 


. diss-k'ard'ed. do. 


discern .... 


. diz-ern', not diss-urm'. 


discernment . 


. diz-ern'ment, not munt. 
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dlBolpllne . 
aiBclOBiu* ■ 
dlacotmt (aoun) c 
dlBoooat (verb) i 
dia courteous > 
^Hciepauoy . 

disotepant . . 

disdain . 



>r diss-kore'cbuss. 
:, not diss-krep'an-i 



dlsfranclilxo > 
disgorge . 
dlagraoQ . 



. diss'ip-lin. 
. diss-kloze'ure. 
) diss'kount 
I diss-kount'. 
. diss-kur'te-us, i 
. diss"krrep-an'c( 

See Rap. 
. diss'krrep-ant See Rap. 
, diss-kmm'in-ait do. 
. di»laiD', 

. diss-frran'chiz, or cbize. 

. diz-gorj', 

. diz-grraiss'. See^o^. 

. diz-grra'cez. 

. diz-^'ize'. See Gttard. 

. diz-gn'i'zez. do. 

. diz-gust', 

. diz-gust'ed. 

shab-il'. See DishahilU and note U 
Tout ensemble. 
dishevelled . . diss-shev'eld. 
dishonest. . . . diz-on'est, not diss-on'ist 
dishonor .... diz-on'or. 
dlBlnterestod . . diz-in'ter-est-ed, not diss-in-ter-est'id. 

disjoin diz-join'. 

dlsjancUve . . . diz-juak'tiv. 

dislike diz-l!ke'. 

dislodge .... diz-loj'. 
disloyal .... diz-law'yaL 
dismantle . . . diz-man'tL 
dlsmajr diz-may*. 

. diz-tniss'. 

■ diz-miss'al. 



disgnise . 
disgnlsea . 
dlagnat . . 
disgusted. . 
dishabille (nouD) d 
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dlBtnoimt. 
disorder . . 
dlaoim . . . 
dlBperao • . 
dlspoaaeaa 
diaposseaalon 
dUpntablo ■ 
disputant . 
Disraeli. . 

disrobe . . 
dissemble 
dlsslmilsr 
dissociate i 
dissolute ■ . 
dissolve ■ 
dissuade ■ 
dissTUabto . 
dissyllable . 
distich . 
diaUnpi* (Fr.] 

dlatrangbt . . 
district. 

divert . 
divest. . 

dlTioitr 
divisible . 
divisibility . 
divisor . 



, diz-mount'. 
. diz-or'der. 
, dii-own'. 
diss-perss'. See Advert. 

■ diss-poz-ess'. 

diss-poz-esh'un. 

diss'pu-teb-1, not dis»-pu'(ub-l- 

diss'pu-tant. 

dii-ray'el-e. 

diz-rel'ish. 

diz-robe'. 

diss-cem'bl, not diz-em>bL 

diss-cim'il-ar. 
> diss-so'she-ait. 

diss'ol-ute, cot cot. 

diz-olv', not diss-olv'. 

diss-Gwaid'. 
. diss-cil'eb-1. 
. diss'cil-ab'ik. 
. diss'tik. 

di ss' tang; gay* , 
. dias-tinggwish. 

diss'trikt, not dees'. 

div-aa', not di'van. 

di'vera. 
, di-verss'. 

div-ert', not di-vert'. 
. div-esf , not di-vesf . 

, div-in'it-e, not ut-e. 

div-iz'ib-1. 

div-iz-ib-U'it-e, not ub-irut-e. 
, div4'zor, not div-i'mr. 
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divulge div-ulj'. 

do doo, rhyming with who. 

It is a singular fact that the illiterate, who often drop the slight 
sound of e from the " long «," pronouncing new " noo^^ dew 
^doo,** and even continue '* continoo" will insert the same 
sound where it does not belong, and that with an accent upon 
it, making do **d/oo*^ two **t^oo,^* etc In like manner, the 
same class in England " drop the h " where they should pro- 
nounce it, and insert an aspirate where it does not belong. 

"*T '11 take tew on ye t* handle me, I tell ye, *n' then ye caant 
dew it r* — Elsie Venner, chapter iii. 



docile 

dociUty 

doctor 

document . . • 

does 

dog 

dolce far niente 
dolichocephalic 
dollar. • 
dolor . . 
dolorous 
domicile 
dominate 
domine . 
dominical 
Dominican 
domino . . 
donative . 
donkey . . 
don't know 



doss'il, not doss'ul nor do'cyle. 

doss-il'it-e. 

dok'tor, not dok'tur. 

dok'u-ment. 

duz, rhyming with buzz, 

not dawg. 

(Ital.) dawl'chay far ne-en'tay. 

dorik-o-ceph-aric. 

dol'ar, not dorur, 

do'Ior. 

doro-russ, not do'lor-uss. 

dom'iss-il. 

dom'in-ait, not un. 

dom'in-e, not do'mun-e. 

dom-in'ik-al, not uk-uL 

dom-in'ik-an. 

dom'in-o. 

don'at-iv. 

donglce, not dung'ke. 

not dunno, nor d'no. 



I dunno but wut it's pooty, trainin' round in bobtail coats. 
Biglow Papers, No. i. 
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door do'er, almost in two syllables. See Oar, 

Doric dorrik. 

dost dust, rhyming with rusty not with roast. 

doth duth. 

doubt not daout See House. 

douceur (Fr.) . doo'cer'. 

douche doosh. 

dowel ....... dow'el, not ul nor 1. 

dower not daow'urr. See House and Accord. 

down not daown. See House. 

drachm dram. 

drachma .... drak'mah. 

draft droft or draft, not draaft. See Abaft. 

drafted droft'ed or drafted, not draaftld. See 

Abaft. 

drain not dreen. 

drama drah'mah or dray'mah. 

draught droft or draft. 

drear dre'ar. See Ear. 

drivel driv'el or driv'l. See Mantel. 

Drogheda • . • drog'e-dah. 
drollery .... drol'er-e, not dro'ler-e. 
dromedary . . . drom'^ed-a-re, or drum'ed-a-re, 
Drontheim . . • dron'time. 

droBS not drawss. See Accost. 

drought drowt, not drowth. 

drouth drowth. 

This word is old-fashioned now, and scarcely in good nsage. 

drown not draown. See House. 

Druid droo'id. 

dual du' (d'ooO al, not doo^ul. See Adduce, 

dubious .... d*oo1>e-uss, not doo. do. 

ducal d'oolcal, not doolcul or kL do. 
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ducat duk^at. 

Duclos (Fr.) . . d'oo'klo'. 

ductile duk'til, not duk'tl. 

ductility .... duk-tiHt-e, not ut-e. 

due d'oo, not doo. See Adduce. 

duel d'oo'el, not doo'ul. do. 

dues d'ooz, not dooz. do. 

duet d'oo-et'. do. 

duke d'ook, not dock; rhyming with /ici^tf, not 

with spook. See Adduce. 

I 've ben a readin' in Debow ontil I Ve fairly gut 

So 'nllghtened thet I 'd full ez livs ha' ben a Dook^%vs3X, 

Biglaw Papers, No. 3. 

Dnlcinea .... dul-cin-ee'ah. 
Dnlwich (in England) dul'ij. 

duly d'oo^e, not doo1e. See Adduce. 

dune d'oon, not doon. do. 

duo (Ital.) . . . doo'o. 

duodecimal . . d'oo'o-dess'lm-al, not doo'c^ess^um-ul. 

See Adduce. 

dupe d'oop, not doop. See Adduce. 

duplex d'oo'pleks, not doo. do. 

duplicity .... d*oo-pliss'it-e, not doo-pliss'ut-e. See 

Adduce, 
Duquesne . . . d'oo-kain^ not doo. See Adduce. 
durability . . . d'00-rab-il'it-e, not doo-rub-il'ut-e. See 

Adduce, 

durable d'oo'reb-l, not doo'rub-1. 2i^^ Adduce. 

during d'oo'ring, not doo. do. 

dutifta d'oo'tif-ull, not doo'tuf-ulL do. 

duty d*oo'te, not doo'te. do. 

Some of the trustees have ben interdoosin' noo branches of 
study, an* I expect you will be pooty much occoopied with the 
dooties that belong to your place. — Elsie Vernier ^ chapter viii 



djnamltB. , 
dynaaty . . 
dyaenteiT . 




eaeer ee'ger, bo* 

SBgra «'g«- 

Worda emCng in fri, tar, a 
nounced in 2 maaner sinilav M Ittat 
viz., bf combiniag tbe vowel-CMiod ■ 
ejuulation. This is 

lioni by rr/eilaamif a wrwrt A* the wmati 
but linple, the correct " ~ "" 

r, not with it, bat i(ur it, 
with M little "gMWnl 
Ihanadiphlboniinri' 
where remaikcd, ■ a 
the second member 
on a different note lion 
lower. See alio Oar 

wtti er 

earth erlh, nnt 

«as«I ce'M:], i,f/ 

BMUy ee'/itr. ,, 



eaa da vltt (Fr.) (/<luh-Te«', 

ebalUmt .... tb-vVjtnt, 
ebuUldon . . . t}/itl-{&h"mh 
eccbymoals . . ek'ifTM>"el»«. 
Bcolealastei . . ek-)ee'2e-afi9"(««K 
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ecclesiastical . ek-lee'ze-ass^'tik-al, not ek'ul-ze-ass"- 

tuk-ul. 
Echelon (Fr.) . ay'shuh-Iaun ; en Echelon, on'ay^shuh- 

laun'. 
6clat (Fr.) . . , aylclah'. 
eclectio .... ek-lek^tik. 

ecliptio ek-lip'tik. 

eclogue ekiog. 

economical . . ee'kon-om'lk-aL 

6corch6 (Fr.) . ay'kor'shay'. 

ecumenical . . . ek'u-men"ik-al, not ee-ku-men'uk-ul. 

ed not id or ud. 

This common termination is frequently abbreviated into/; 
but when it forms a separate syllable, as in bended^ carded^ it 
should be plainly pronounced. 

Eden ee'den, not dun nor dn. 

This is one of the words in which the e is sounded before a 
final n. On this point Smart remarks : " With regard to the 
suppression of ^ before n, unfortunately for the euphony of our 
language, it takes place by rule rather than by exception ; for 
though after a liquid the sound is usually preserved (see wool- 
lettf flamen^ linen, barren, siren), yet when any other conso- 
nant precedes, usage has hitherto been, and still is, averse to 
the sound of the e, except in sudden, kitchen, hyphen, chicken, 
thicken, aspen, marten, leaven, sloven, patten, mitten, and one or 
two other words in less common use." These words in less 
common use are : Jerken, latten, lichen, minchen, paten^ platen^ 
rowen, wicken, yewen. See en. 

edification . . . edMf-ik-ay'shun, not uf-uk. 

edile ee'dile. 

Edinburgh . . . ed''in-bur-ro. 

educe eed-uce', not ooce. 

e'en rh3mies with seen. 

e'er rhymes mihfair. 
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effete ef-eet'. 

efficacious . . . ef'ik-ay"sh'uss. See Social* 

efficacy ef'ik-ess-e, not uk-uss. 

efficiency . . • ef-ish"en-ce, not un-ce. 
efficient .... e£-ish"ent, not unt. 

effigy ef ij-e, not uj-e. 

effluence .... enu(roo)enss, not loo-unss. 
effluences . . . ef lu(roo)-en-cez, not loo-un-ciz. 

effluent ef'lu-ent. 

effort effort, not furt 

effirontery . . . ef-frrun'ter-e. 
effusive • • • • . ef-fu'civ, not zif. 

egg not ehg, nor aig. See Measure. 

ego ee'go. 

egotism ee'go-tizm, or eg'o-tizm. 

egotist ee'go-tist, or eg'o-tist 

egregious .... e-grree'j'uss. See -^^/, also Social. 
Eisenach (Germ.) Tzen-okh. 
Eisleben (Germ.) ice'Iay-ben. 
either i'ther or ee'ther. 

It is not many years since the weight of authority was in 
favor of ee'ther^xi^ nee?ther ; but the best usage socially now 
seems to be for lather and nfther, 

el 

The vowel-sound is often lost in this suffix, and it would add 
greatly to the euphony of the language if it should be brought 
back. See En. 

Xa Dorado (Span.) el-do-rah'do. 

elected e-lek'ted. 

elector e-lek'tor. 

electricity . . . e-lek-triss'it-e. 
electrify .... e-lek'trif-i, not truf. 
eleemosynary . el-e-moss'in-a-re. 

II 
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elegUo eVe-ji^'ak. 

element • . • • el'e-ment, not munt. 

An' so we finlly made it up, conclooded to hitch hosses ; 
An' here I be 'n my ellermutU among creation's bosses. 

Biglaw Papers, No. 3. 



elephant . 
elephantine 
ElensiB . . 
61^ve (Fr.) 
eleven . . 
Elgin (£ng. 
eUgibiUty 
eligible . . 
61ite (Fr.) . 
Elizabethan 
Ellen . . . 
elm .... 
elocution . 
elongate . 
eloquence 
elucidate . 
elude . . • 
elusive . . 
Elysian . . 
Elysium . 
emaciate . 
emaciation 
emancipation 
embalm. . . , 



embarrassment 

emboss 

embrasure . • . 



eref-ant, not el'uf-unt. 

el-ef-an'tin, not tine. 

el-yu'siss. 

ay'laiv'. 

e-lev'n, not lev'n. 

ergin, not jin. 

erij-ib-il"it-e, not e'ij-ub-il'ut-e. 

el'ij-ib-l, not ub-1. 

a/leet'. 

e-liz"a-beth'an. 

d'en, not el'un or el'n. 

not el'um. 

el-o-ku'shun, not el-e-ku'shun. 

e-long'gait. 

el'o-kwenss, not kwunss. 

eel-u'cid-ait, not eel-oo'cid-ait. 

eel-ude', not eel-ood'. 

eel-u'civ, not oo'civ. 

e-lizh'e-an. 

e-lizh'e-um, not e-liz'e-um nor e-lizh'um. 

e-may'she-ait. 

e-may'she-ay"shun, not ce-ay"shun. 

e-man'cip-ay"shun, not sup. 

em-bahm' ; not bam, nor baam. See 

Alms, 
not uss-munt. 

not embawss'. See Accost 
em-brray'zure. See Rap, 
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emendation . 


. em-en-dajr'shun. 


exneree . . • . 


. e-meri'. not murri. See Adinrt. 


emerges . . • 


. e-mer'jez, not jiz. 


eminence . . . 


. em'in-enss, not un-unss. 


eminent . . . 


. em'in-ent, not un-unt. 


Amii* .---._ 


. ee'mir. not ee'murr. See AdverL 


emollient. . . 


• ^0^0 •^.••* ■ m^^0 » ^0^0 ft*4 vw • s • m^^m^m • A ww %0^0w W9 

. e-mol'yent 


Empedocles • 


. em-ped'o-kleez. 


empirical . . . 


. em-pir'ik-al ; rhyming with lyrical. 


empress . . . 


• em'prress ; not em'priss, nor em'pruss. 




See Rap* 


empyema. • . 
en • . • • . • 


. em-py'e-mah. 


The vowel-sound is unfortunately in the ereat maiority oi 



cases lost in this suffix. See note to Eden, Those Americans 
who do not mind differing from English usage have here an 
opportunity to do so with benefit to the language. 

enamour .... en-am'or. 
ence 

This common termination should be clearly pronounced, and 
not degraded into unce or nee* See AbhomtU. 



en-cel'ad-uss. 

en-ceph-al'ik. 

en-chont', or en-chanf . 

en-chonf ment, or en-chanf ment 

en'krin-ite. 

en-cik'lik-al. 

en-cy'klo-ped"ik. 

en-cy'klo-pee"dist. 

endear en-de'ar, almost in three syllables. See 

Accord. 
endeavor .... en-dev'or. 
endogen .... en'do-jen. 



Enceladus . . 
encephalic . . 
enchant . . . 
enchantment . 
encrinite . . . 
encyclical . . 
encyclopedic 
encyclopedist 



1 64 PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 

enervate .... ener'vait 
enervated . . . en-er'vay-ted. 
enfranchise • . en-frran'chize, or chiz. 
Engadine . . • • en-gad-een'. 
Enghien • . • • on'ge'an, not on'je'an. 

engine en'jin, not enjine, much less injine. 

English ingfglish, not eng'glish. 

EnglJBhman • . not mun. 
enigmatic. . . • e-nig-mafik. 
ennui (Fr.) . . . on'wee'. 
ensemble (Fr.) . on'som'bl. 

ensue enss-u', not oo. See Adduce. 

ensure en-sh'oor. ^ 

ent . . 

This common termmation should not be degraded into unt^ 
or nt, but have its pronunciation clearly preserved. 

enthusiasm . . . en-thu'ze-azm, not en-thoo'ze-ezm. 

enthusiastic . . not en-thoo'. 

entire en-ti'er, almost in three syllables. See 

Ire, 
entirety .... en-ti'er-te, almost as if four syllables ; not 

en-ti'ret-e. 

entity en'tit-e. 

entree (Fr.) . . . on'tra/. 

enunciate . . . e-nun'she-ait, not e-nun'ce-ait. 

enunciation . . e-nun'she-ay"shun, not e-nun'ce-ay"- 

shun. 
envelop (verb) . en-vel'op. 
envelope (noun) on'vel-ope. See Tout ensemble. 
enveloppe (Fr.) on'vul'up'. 
environ (verb) . en-vi'ron. 
environs .... en'vir-ons. 
epaulet ep-aw-let'. 
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^pergne (Fr.) 
ephemera . . 
ephemeral . 
Ephesian . . 
Epicurean. . 



ai'pairn'. 
ef-em'er-ah. 
ef-em'er-al, not ul. 
ef-ee'zhe-an. 
ep'ik-u-ree"an. 



It is not strange that Webster's innovations in pronunciation, 
as well as in spelling, should have spread in this country, for the 
editors of all the editions of his dictionary since his day have 
apparently felt bound in almost all cases to give these innova- 
tions as an alternative to what they themselves may have con- 
sidered correct. No orthoepist but Webster ever recommended 
accenting the u in Epicurean, Nevertheless, in the last edition 
of his Dictionary it. continues to be so accented, though in the 
preliminary essay it is given in a list of words ending in can in 
which the penult is accented ; as follows : " A part accent the 
penult ; as, adamant/an, Atlant/an, coloss/an, empyr/an, Epi- 
cure'an, Europ/an^ pygm/anJ* 

Mr. Webster was undoubtedly fond of theorizing, and in 
his theories was influenced by the local pronunciation to 
which he had been accustomed. How far this led him, may 
be judged by the following extraordinary examples from his 
first edition : — 



Aker for 


acre 


Hainous for 


heinous 


Sut for 


soot 


Cay 


key 


Hand 


island 


Suveran 


sovereign 


Chimist 


chemist 


Imagin 


imagine 


Steddy 


steady 


Croud 


crowd 


Insted 


instead 


Thred 


thread 


Determin 


determine 


Leperd 


leopard 


Thret 


threat 


Disdplin 


discipline 


Lather 


leather 


Thum 


thumb 


Fan torn 


phantom 


Maiz 


nuuze 


Tung 


tongue 


Fether 


feather 


Neger 


negro 


Vant 


vaunt 


Gilotin 


guillotine 


Porpess 


porpoise 


Wimmen 


women 


Hagard 


haggard 


Soe 


sew 


Zeber 


zebra 



Mr. Webster's opinion obtained such ready acceptance, not 
only because it lent his authority to popular local usage in New 
England, — from which it was carried by emigration to all parts 
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of the Union, — but from the zealous propaganda of Mr. Web- 
ster himselL An idea of this may be obtained from an incident 
related to the present writer by the head of one of the largest 
publishing houses in this country. A good many years ago, 
when he had just left college, he was engaged as compositor in 
a printing-office in New Hampshire. One afternoon, while em- 
ployed at the case, a stranger entered, and approaching, handed 
him a printed list of words, saying : '* Won't you read these 
over, and if your opinion agrees with mine about them, post 
them up in a prominent place in your office?" ''Do you 
know who that was ? " asked a neighbor, after the stranger had 
departed. " That was Noah Webster." The youthful printer, 
naturally much flattered at being taken into collaboration by 
the distinguished lexicographer, made haste to paste the list up 
as requested, and doubtless to set up his types in accordance 
with it. 

epilogue .... ep'il-og. 

Episcopal . . . e-piss'ko-pal, not puL 

epistle e-piss'l, not tul. 

epitaph ep'it-af, not ut. 

epitome .... e-pit'o-me. 
epizootic .... ep'e-zo-ot"ik, not zoo. 
epizooty .... ep'e-zo"ot-e, not zoo. 

epoch ep'ok, not ee'pok. 

eponym ep'o-nim. 

eponymous . . ep-on'im-uss. 

epopee ep'o-pe. 

epos ep'oss. 

equable ek'wah-bl. 

equal ee'kwal, not kwul. 

equality .... e-kwol'it-e, not ut-e. 
equation .... e-kwa)r'shun, not zhun. 

equator e-kwa/tor, not tur. 

equatorial . . . ek-wat-o're-aL 

equerry ek'wer-e ; the er as in errand. 
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equilateral . 
equinoctial . 
equinox . . 
equipage . • 
equitable . . 
equivocal . 
equivoke . . 
er (suffix) . . 



. ee'kwil-at"er-al, not kwul-af 'er-ul. 

. ee'kwin-ok"shal, not kwun-ok'shuL 

. ee'kwin-oks, not kwun. 

. ek'wip-aij, not wup. 

. ek'wit-eb-1, not wut. 

. e-kwiv'o-kal, not kul. 

. ek'wiv-oke, not wuv. 

. not urr nor ah. See Advert. 



Mr. Langdon, let me make y' acquainted with Miss CutUrr; 
let me make y' acquainted with Miss Braowne. — Elsie Venner, 
chapter iiL 

Erato er'at-o ; the ^r as in erroftd, 

ere air ; rhyming with there, 

Erebua er'e-buss ; the er as in errand, 

ermine . * . . . er'min, not urr'mine. See Advert, 

err not urr. See Advert. 

errand er'rand, — the er as in berry; not ur'- 

rund. 

erring er'ring; ^e er as in derry. 

erudite er'oo-dite ; do. 

erudition .... er'oo-dish"un ; do. 
erysipelas . . . er^e-cip^e-lass ; do. 
es ez. 

This plural termination should be clearly pronounced, and 
not corrupted into us or or. 

ess not uss or iss. 

This termination, often indicating the feminine, should be 
distinctly pronounced, but without undue emphasis. 

Esaias e-za/yass, not e-z/us. 

escapade .... ess-kap-aid'. 
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escort (noun). . ess'kort. 
escort (verb) . . ess-korf . 

esoteric ess-o-ter'ik ; the ter as in terror. 

especial .... ess-pesh'yal, not ess-pesh'ul. 
espionage (Fr.) . ess'pe'o'nahzh'. 
essay (noun) . . ess'ay. 
essay (verb) . . ess-a/. 

essence ess'enss. 

Essene ess'een ; plural Essenes, ess'eenz. 

essential .... ess-en'sh'al, not shul. See Social, 

Esther ess'ter. 

estimate .... ess'tim-ait. 
^tag6re (Fr.) . . ay'tah'zhair' 
Etampes (Fr.) . ay'tomp'. 

eternal e-ter^nal, not turr'nul. 

ethnography . . eth-nog'rrafe. 
Etruscan .... e-truss'kan. 
6tui (Fr.) .... ay'twee'. 
Eumenides . . . u-men'id-eez. 
Euridice .... u-rid'iss-ee. 
Euripides. . . . u-rip'id-eez. 
Euroclydon . . u-rok'lid-on. 
Europeein. . . . u-ro-pee'an. 
Eustachian. . . u-stay'ke-an. 

Euterpe u-ter'pee. 

evanescence . . ev-an-ess'enss, not un-ess'unss. 

evangel e-van'jel, not jul. 

evangelical . . . ev-an-jel'ik-al, or e-van-jel'lk-al. 

evasive e-vay'civ, not zif. 

evening ee'vn-ing, not eev'ning. 

every ev'er-e, not ev're. 

evidences . . . ev'id-en-cez, not ud-un-ciz. 

evident ev'id ent, not ud-unt. 

evil ee'vil, or ee'vl. See Devil. 
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e"we 



yu. 

eks or egz. 



When in this prefix the letter x \& followed by an accented 
vowelt it usually has the sound gz ; and also occasionally in de- 
rivatives of such words, even when x stands under the accent, 
as exalta^tion, ej^emplary. 

When the accented vowel is preceded by h, the h is dropped 
if the sound of ^ is given to the x. 



exact . . . 
exaggerate 
ezalt . . . 
exaltation 
ezamination 
ezamine . 
example . 
exasperate 
excellent . 
excise . . . 
exclude . . 
exclusive . 
excruciate 
excretive . 
excursion 
executive 
executor . 
executrix . 
exegesis . 
exemplar . 
exempt . . 
exert . . . 
exertion 
exhalation 
exhale . . 



egz-akt', not eks. 

egz-aj'er-ait, not eks. 

egz-awit', not eks. 

egz-awl-tay^shun, not eks. 

egz-am'in-ay''shun, not eks. 

egz-am'in, not eks. 

egz-am'pl, not eks. 

egz-ass'per-ait, not eks. 

ek'cel-ent. 

ek'cize. 

eks-kPood', not klood'. 

eks-kl'oo'civ, not kloo^zif. 

eks-kroo'she-ait. 

eks-kree'tiv. 

eks-kur'shun. 

egz-ek'u-tiv, not eks. 

egz-ek'u-tor, not eks ; not tur. 

egz-ek'u-triks, not eks. 

eks'e-jee"ciss. 

egz-em'plar, not eks-em'plur. 

egz-empt', not eks. 

egz-ert', not eks ; not urrt. 

egz-er'shun, not eks. 

eks'hal-ay"shun. 

egz-air, not eks. 
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ezhauBt. . 
ezhauBtdble 
exhibit . . 
exhibition 
exhilarate 
exhort . . 
exhortation 
exhorter . 
exhume . . 
exigency . 
exile (noun) 
exile (rerb) 
exist . . . 
existence . 
exit .... 
exogen . . 
exonerate 
exorable . 
exorbitant 
exordium . 
exotic 
exoteric . 
experiences 
experiment 

expatriate 
expatriation 
expert (noun) . 
expert (adjective) 
expletive .... 
explicable . . . 
explicative . . . 

explicit 

exploit 



egz-awst', not eks. 

egz-awst-ib-1, not eks ; not ub-1. 

egz-ib'it, not eks. 

eks'ib-ish"un. 

egz-il'ar-ait, not eks. 

egz-ort', not eks. 

eks'ort-ay"shun. 

egz-ort'er, not eks. 

egz-ume'. 

eks"ij-en'ce, not uj-un-ce. 

eks'ile, not egz'ile. 

egz-ile', or eks'ile. 

egz-ist'. 

egz-ist'enss, not unss. 

eks'it. 

eks'o-jen, not jun. 

egs-on'er-ait. 

eks'or-eb-1, not eks'-o'rub-l. 

egz-or'bit-ant, not eks-or'but-unt 

egz-or'de-um, not eks-or'jum. 

egz-ot'ik. 

eks-o-ter'ik ; the ter as in terrible, 

eks-pee're-en-cez, not un-ciz. 

eks-per'im-ent ; the per as in perry ^ not 

um-unt. 
eks-pay'tre-ait, not pat're-ait 
eks-pay'tre-ay"shun. 
eks'pert, or eks-pert'. 
eks-pert'. 
eks'ple-tiv. 

eks'plik-eb-1, not eks-plik'ub-1. 
eks"plik-a'tiv, not eks-plik'a-tiv. 
eks-pliss'it, not et 
eks-ploit'. 
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explosive . . . 
exponent . . . 
export (noun) 
export (verb) . 
expoB^ (Fr.) . 
expositor . 
express . . 
expurgate 
exquisite . 



extant . • 
extempore 
exterminate 
external . 
extinguish 
extirpate • 



• • 



explore eks-plo'er^ — almost in three syllables. 

See Oar. 
eks-plo'civ, not ziv. 
eks-po'nent, not nunt. 
eks'port. 
eks-port'. 
eks'po'zay'. 

eks-poz'it-or, not egs-poz'ut-ur. 
eks-prress'. See Rap, 
eks-pur'gait, not eks'pur-gait. 
eks'kwiz-it (adjective and noun), not 

ex-kwiz'it. 
eks'tant'. 

eks-tem'po-ree, not tem'poar. 
eks-ter'min-ait, not mun-ait. 
eks-ter'nal ; not tur'nul, nor tur'nl. 
eks-ting'gwish. 

eks-tir'pait. See Compensate* 
eks'trah ; not truh, nor tray, 
eks'trakt. 
eks-trakf. 
eks-tror'din-a-re. 
eks-trav'ag-anss, not ug-unss. 
eks-trav'ag-ant, not ug-unt. 



• • 



extract (noun) 
extract (verb) . 
extraordinary 
extravagance 
extravag£int 



• • 



That nothin' ain't exircevygunty 
Purvidin' I *m in office. 

Biglow Papers f No. 6. 



extremity 
extricable 
exuberance 

exuberant 



• • • 



• . * 



eks-trem'it-e, not ut-e. 
eks'trik-eb-1, not eks-trik'ub-l. 
egz-u'ber-anss, not eks-u'ber-unss, 

much less eks-oo'ber-unss. 
egz-u'ber-ant, not unt 



exudation . . . ekz'u-day"shun, not eks-oo. 
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exude egz-ude', not ood. 

ezult egz-ult'. 

exultant .... egz-ult'ant, not unt 

exultation . . . eks'ul-ta/'shun. 

eyelet i'let, not i'lut. 

Eylau (Germ.) . i'low ; the low rhyming with caw. 

Eyre air, not ire. 

eyre air, not ire. 

eyry a/re or ee're. 



F. 



Fabiein fay'be-an, not un. 

fabric fab'rrik. See Rap, 

fabricate .... fab'rrik-ait, not ruk-ait. See Rap, 
fabricator. . . . fab"rrik-ay'tor, not ruk-ay<tur. do. 
fagade (from the French) fass'ad', or fass'aid'. See note 

to Tout de suite, 

facet fass'et, not it. 

facetiae fass-ee'she-e. 

facetious .... fass-ee'sh'uss, not fuss-ee'shus. 

facial fay^sh'al. See Social, 

facile fass'il, not fass'ul nor fay'cyle. 

facility fass-il'it-e, not ut-e. 

fac-simile .... fak-cim'il-e, not ul-e. 

factor fak'tor, not tur. 

faecal fee'kal, not kul nor kl. 

faeces fee'ceez. 

faecula fek'u-Iah. 

faeculae fek'u-le. 

fag not faag. See Clam, 

Fahrenheit . . . fah'ren-hite. 
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failure fairure, not yen 

fair fa^er. 

In words ending in a/V, are, ayer^ as well as those rh3nning 
with them in ear^ a double mistake is frequently made. In the 
first place, the vowel-sound, which should be distinctly diph- 
thongal, is enunciated in a single sound resembling the ** short 
tf," in hai ; and then this incorrect sound is combined with the 
following r in a single guttural, in the manner already con- 
demned under Accord. This is indicated in the column of 
mispronunciations by rr following a vowel. The correct pro- 
nunciation is obtained by slightly prolonging the first element 
of the "long fl'* (which it will be remembered is composed of 
eh and ee nearly), and instead of the " vanishing sound," ee^ giv- 
ing the r sound in the syllable er^ as above. Consult Chapter 
V. See Ear^ Ircy Oar, 

fait accompli (Fr.) faif ak'awm'plee'. 
falchion .... fawrchun or fawrshun. 

falcon faw^on or faw'kn. 

falconer fawicon-er. 

falconry .... faw'kon-re, or faw'kn-re. 

falsify fawrcif-i, not suf-i. 

falsification . . fawrcif-ik-a/'shun, not suf-uk. 
familiarity . . . £am-irye-ar"it-e, the ar as in arrow; 

not yar^'ut-e. 

family fam'il-e ; not fam'ul-e, nor fam'le. 

fan not faan. See Cab, 

fanatic fan-at^ik, not fan'at-ik. 

fanatical .... fan-at^ik-al, not fun-af uk-ul. 
fantasia (ItaL) . fahn-tah^ze-ah. 

fantasy fan'taz-e. 

farcical far^cik-al, not suk-uL 

fardel far'del, not dul nor dl. 

fare fa'er; almost in two syllables. See 

Accord, 
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farm not famn, nor £ahm. See Accord, 

fasces (Latin) . . fass'eez. 

fascia (Latin) . . £ash'e-ah. 

fascinate .... fass'in-ait, not un-ait 

fast fost or fast, not faast See Advance. 

fasten fossn, or fassn ; not faasn, nor faas'tn. 

fat not faat 

fatal fa/tal, not tul nor tl. 

fatality fat-al'it-e, not ut-e. 

Fata Morgana . fah'tah mor-gah^nah. 

fatigue fat-eeg^, not fut-ig^. 

Fatima fat'ee-mah. 

faubonrg (Fr.) . fo'boor'. 

faucet faw^cet, not fassit. 

fault fa wit, not folt. 

favor fay'vor, not vur. 

favorite fayVor-it. 

feal fe'al, rhjrming with real; not feel, rhym- 
ing with reeL 

fealty fe'al-te. 

fear fe'ar ; almost in two syllables. See 

Ear, 

feasibility . , . fee'zib-irit-e, not fee-zub-irut-e. 

feasible ..... fee'zib-1, not zub-1. 
-lie^ture feet'yure, or fee'ch'oor. 

feb^iige .... feb'rif-uje, not ruf-uje. 

febrile feb'ril, or fee^bril. 

February .... feb'roo-a-re, not feb'u-a-re. 

fecund fek'und, not fee^kund. 

fecundate. . • . fek'un-dait. 

fecundation . . fek-un-da/shun. 

fecundity .... fek-un'dit-e, not fee-kun'dut-e. 

fed not fehd, nor faid. See Measure. 

federal fed'er-al, not ul. 
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felicitotiB .... fel-isslt-uss, not ut-uss. 

fellow . • • . • fero, not felloo nor fellah; much less 

feller. See Tobacco, 
femineity .... fem-in-ee'it-e, not un-ee'ut-e.= 
feminine .... fem'in-in, not un-ine. 

femoral fem^o-ral, not rul. 

fennel not fennul, nor fenl. 

feed fewd. 

feoff f eff. 

ferment (noun) . fer'ment, not furr. See Advert. 
ferment (verb) . fer-ment'. do. 

fern not furrn. do. 

ferret not rut 

ferrule fer'ool ; they^r as m ferry, 

fertile fer'til ; not furtl, nor furtyle. 

fertiUty fer-til'it-e, not fiir-tirut-e. 

ferule fer'ool ; the fer as in ferry. 

fervency .... fer'ven-ce, not ftirr'vun-ce. S^q Advert. 

fervent not furrvunt do. 

fervid notfurvud. do. 

fetich fee'tish. 

fetid fet'id, not fee'tid. 

feudal fu'dal, not dul nor dL 

fidelity fid-eFit-e, not ut-e. 

fiducial fid-u'sh'al, not oo'shuL See Social. 

fief feef. 

fieldfare feeld'fair; colloquially fel'fair. 

filet de bcBuf (Fr.) f ee'lay'duh bufiE'. 

fiery fi'er-e, almost in three syllables. 

Fiesole (Ital.) . fe-ay'zo-lay. 

fight do not drawl the vowel. See /. 

figurante (Fr.) . fee'gu'ront'. 

figure fi^^'ure, not figger, nor even figyer. 

filial fil'yal. 
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film not fillum. 

fina> fi'nal, not fi'nul, nor fi'nL 

finale (Ital.) . . fee-nah'lay. 

finality fi-nal'it-e, not ut-e. 

finance . . « . . fin-onss', or fin-anss'. See Advance. 

financier .... fin-an-ceer'. 

fine . .^ .... do not drawl the voweL See /. 

finesse (Fr.) . . fee'ness'. 

finical fin'ik-al, not fin-uk-L 

finite fi'nite. See /• 

fiord fee-ord'. 

fir . .• not furr. See Advert. 

fire fi'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Ire, 

Firenze (Ital.) • fe-rent'zay. 

firkin fir'kin, not furr'kun. See Advert. 

firm not furrm. do. 

firmness .... not furrm'nuss. do. 

first not f urrst. do. 

firth not furrth. do. 

fiscal fiss'kal, not kul, nor kl. 

fissure fish'ure, not fish'er. 

fistula fist'u-lah, not 00-luh. 

flaccid flak'cid. 

flageolet .... flaj-o-let'. 

flambeau .... flom'bo ; plural flambeaus or flam- 
beaux, flom'boze. 

flamen flay^men. 

flank not flaank. See Cab. 

flannel flannel, not ul. 

flap not fiaap. See Cab. 

flare fla'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair, 

flat ....... not flaat. See Cab, 
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flaunt flahnt, not flawnt 

fleur de lis (Fr.) fler'duh'lee'. 

This is the only case in which the French word lis (lily) is 
not pronounced leess. 

fleadbiUty • . . fleks-ib-il'it-e. 

flexible fleks'ib-L 

flew fl'oo, not floo. See Adduce, 

flexion flek'shun. 

flight pronounce the vowel quickly. See /. 

flirt not flurrt. See Advert. 

floor flo'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Oar. 

Flora flo'rah, not florrah. 

floral flo'ral, not florrul. 

florid ...... flor'id ; they^^r as in Florence. 

florin flor'in. do. 

floriat flo'rist 

floss not flawss. See Accost. 

flounce not flaounce. See House. 

flounder .... not flaoundurr. do^ . 

flour flower. See House and Accord. 

flue fl'oo, not floo. See Adduce- 

fluency fl'oo'en-ce. do. 

fluent fl'oo'ent, not floo'unt. 

fluid fl'oo'id. 

fluidity fl'oo-id'it-e,notfloo-id'ut-e. ^tt Adduce. 

fluke fl'ook, not flook. do. 

flume fl'oom, not floom. do. 

flute fl'oot, not floot. do. 

fluting fl'oot'ing. do. 

fluveal fl'00've-al. do. 

foliage fo'le-aij. 

folio £o'le-o. 

12 
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forbade for 'bad'. 

forcedly • • • . for'ced-le. 

forcible for'cib-1. 

forecastle .... f ore'kassl or kossL 

forefather. . . . fore'father. 

forehead .... for'hed or for'ed ; the^Sir as vol forest. 

forest ... ... not forrist, nor f orrust 

forester not f orrister. 

forfeit for'fit. 

forge See Accord, 

forged do. 

forget not furget, much less furgit 

fork See Accord. 

form (verb and noun, meaningy^r^), fawnn. 
form (meaning bench\ fo'urm. 

formal not formul. 

formidable . . . for'mid-eb-l, not mud-ub-I. 
fortificatioii . • for-tif-ik-a/shun, not for-tuf-uk-a/shun* 

fortify for'tif-i, not uf-i. 

fortnight .... fort'nite, not fort'nit. 

fortress not fortruss. 

fortune ..... fort'une, coll. for'ch'oon, not for'chun. 

fossil foss'il, not ul nor I. 

foster foss'ter, not faws'turr. 

Fouch^ (Fr.) . . foo'shay'. 

found not faound. See House, 

fountain .... fount'en. 

four fo'ur, almost in two syllables. See Oar. 

fragile frraj'il, not el or ul. See Rap, 

fragility frraj il'it-e, not ut-e. do. 

fragment .... frrag'ment, not f raag'munt. do. 
fragmentary . . frrag'ment-a-re. do. 

Franche Comt^ (Fr«) frronsh'kawn'tay'. do. 
franchise .... frran'chize, or fran'chiz. do. 
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frankincense . . frrank'in-censs. See Rap, 

fraternal .... frrat-er'nal, not nul. do. 

fraternity .... frrat-er'nit-e. do. 

fraternize .... f rray'ter-nize, or frat-er'nize. See Rap. 

fratricidal . . • frrat'riss-i-dal, not frat'ru$s-i-duL See 

Rap. 
fratricide .... frrat'riss-ide, not ross. See Rap. 

freedom frree'dum, not freedm. do. 

Freiburg .... frri'boorg. do. 

friends not frens nor frehnds nor frainds. See 

Measure and Rap. 
frequency .... frree'kwen-ce, not kwun-ce. See Rap. 
frequent (adj.) . frree'kwent, not kwunt do. 

frequent (verb) . frree-kwent'. do. 

fricandeau (Fr.) frree'kon'do'. do. 

fricassee (Fr.) . frree'koss'a/. . do. 

fricassee (£ng.) frrik-ass-ee'. do. 

fright frrite ; do not drawl the vowel. See / 

and Rap. 

frigid frrij'id, not frijud. See Rap. 

frigidity .... frrij-id'it-e, not ut-e. do. 
Froissart (Fr.) . frrwah'sar'. do. 

from rhymes with Tom. 

Wal, the Wigs hev ben tryin' to grab all this ^lejfrum 'em, 
An' to hook this nice spoon o' good fortin' zyi2iyfrum 'em. 

Biglffw Papers^ No. 4; 

front frrunt. See Rap, 

frontal frron'tal, not frun'tal. See Rap. 

frontier frron'teer, not frunt do. 

Frontignac (Fr.) frrawn'teen'yac'. do. 

frontispiece . . frron'tiss-peess, not frunt. do. 

frost not frawst. See Accost and Rap. 

Fronde frrood. See Rap. 
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frown not fraown. Set House ziA Rap, 

fructify frruk'tif-i. See Rap, 

frugal frroo'gal, not froo'gul nor froo'gL See 

Rap, 

firuit frroot, not fr'oot See Rqp* 

fuel fii'el, not fu'uL 

fugitive fu'jit-iv, not jut-iv. 

fiilcmm not fulcrm. 

fulfilment .... not munt 

fulsome fursum, the/v^ rhyming with dullj not 

fool'sum. 

funeral fu'ner-al, not ul. 

frinereal .... fu-nee're-al, not uL 
furniture .... fur'nit-ch'oor, not nut-chur. 
fusibility .... f u-zib-il'it-e, not zub-il'ut-e. 

fusible fu'zib-1, not zub. 

fusil fu'zil, not fu'zl. 

futile f u'til, not fu'tl. 

futiUty fu-tirit-e, not ut-e. 

future fewt'your, or fu'ch'oor. 

futurity fu-tu'rit-e, not too-rut-e. 



G. 



Gabardine . • • gab-ar-deen'. 

Gadara gad'ar-ah. 

Gaelic gay'lik. 

Gaet^ (Ital.) . . gah'ay-tah. 
Galignani(Ital.) gah-leen-3rah'nee. 

gainsay gain'say'. 

'gainst genst. 

Gains gay'uss. 

Galatea gal-at-ee'ah. 
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galiot gal'e-ot 

gallant ..... (brave, gay, fine), gaKlant 

gallant (substantive, adjective, verb), (courteous, devoted 

to women), gal-Ianf. 
gallo'WB (sing, and pi.) gal'oze, not gal'uss. 
galsome .... gawl'sum. 
gambol ..... gam'bol, not gam'bl. 
ganglion .... gang'gle-on. 
gangrene .... gang'green. 

gannet gan'et, not it 

ganoid gan'oid. 

Ganymede . . . gan'e-meed. 

gaol (better spelled y^//), jail. 

gap not gaap. See Cab. 

gape gaip or gahp. 

gapes gaips or gahps. 

garden g'ar'dn, not garrdn. See Guard. 

gsuish ga'rish, not garrish. 

garnet not garrnut See Accord. 

gamilooB .... oo-luss, not u-luss. 

gaa gass, not gaz nor gaass. 

gases ...... gass'ez. 

gaseous gaz'e-us. 

gasometer . . . gaz-om'e-ter. 

gasp gossp or gassp, not gaasp. See Abaft. 

gaunt gabnt, not gaant or gawnt 

gauntlet gahnt'let, not gawnt'lit. 

Gavazzi (ItaL) . gah-vot'ce. 
gavial ...... gay've-al. 

geld g'eld or geld. See Guard 

gemote gem-ote' ; the^hard, as in^i^/^ 

gendarme (Fr.) . zhon'darm'. 

genealogy . . . je-ne-al'o-je, or jen-e-al'o-je. 

genera jen'er-ah. 
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general 

generality • • . 

generic 

genesis 

Gtenghis Klian • 
genial •••«•• 

genius 

Gkenoa 

gentian 

gentility • • • . 
gentleman • • • 
gentlemen • • • 

genuine 

genus 

geographer . . . 
geometrical . . 
geometry • • • • 

Georgia 

Gerard (Fr.) . . 
gerfalcon .... 

German 

gerund 

gesture 

get 

ghastly 

Gheber 

Ghent 

gherkin 

Ghibelline . . . 

ghoul 

giant 

giantess 

giaour 



en'er-al, not ul. 

en-er-al'it-e, not ut-e. 

en-er'ik ; the ^r as in grratuL 

en'e-ciss. 

eng'giss kahn', not gen'jis. 

een'yal or jee'ne-al, not uL 

een'e-uss or jeen'yuss. 

en'o-ah, not jen-o'ah. 

en'sh'an, not shun. See SaciaL 

en-tirit-e. 

en'tl-man, not man. 

en'tl-men, not mun. 

en'u-in, not inc. 
jee'nuss, not jen'uss. 
je-og'rraf-er, not ruL 
je-o-mef rik-al, not nik-ul. 
je-om'et-re, not ut 
jorj'yah, not jorj'ah. See Social. 
zha/rar'. 
jer'faw-kon or kn. 
jer'man, not jurr'mun. 
jer'und, the/i^r as in Jerry; not jee'rund. 
jest'ure ; colloquially, ch'oor, not char, 
g'et or get, never git. See Guard, 
gosst'le or gasst'le. See Advance. 
gee'ber ; the g hard, as in get^ — not 

jee'ber. 
rhymes with Kent 
ger'kin ; the g hard, not jerTcin. 
gib'el-in ; the g hard, not jib'el-een. 
gool, rhyming with pool. 
ji'ant, not unt. 
ji'ant-ess. 
jowr, rhyming with power. 
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gibber g'ib'er, or gib'er, the ^ hard ; notjib'er. 

gibberish .... g'ib'er-isb, or gib'er-ish* do. 

gibbet jib'et. 

gibbier jib'eer. 

gibbous g'ib'uss, or gib'uss, not jib'uss. 

giblets jiblets, not lits nor luts. 

giddy g'id'e or gid'e. 

giereagle .... jer'ee-gl. 
gigantean. . . . jig-an-tee'an. 

gigantic jig-an'tik. 

Gil Bias zheelOslah'. 

gill (of a fish) . . g'il, or giL 

GKllian jil'yan. 

giUie jU'ee. 

gimlet gHm'let. 

gimp g'impy or gimp. 

Giocondo (Ital.) j'o-kawn'do. 
Giordano do. j'or-dah'no. 
GKorgione do. j'or-jVnay. 

girafife j»r-a£', the ir as in spirit; not ji-raf . 

girandole (from the French) zhee'ron'dul'. See note to 

TotU de suite. 
Girardin (Fr.) . zhee'rar'dan'. 
Giraud (Fr.) . . zhee'ro'. 
gird g'ird, not gurrd. See Guard and 

Accord, 

girdle g'ird'I, not gurrdl See Guard 

girl g'irl, not gurl nor gurrl. do. 

Gironde (Fr.) . . zhee'rawnd'. 

girth g'lrth, not gurth nor gurrth. 

Giulio Romano (Ital.) ju'Ieo ro-mah'no. 
glabrous .... glay'brruss. 

glacial glay'she-al. 

glacier glass'e-er, or gla/shi-en 

glacis (Eng.) . . glay'ciss. 
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glacis (Fr.) • . . glab'cee'. 

glad not glaad. See Cab. 

gladiole glad'e-ole. 

gladiolus .... glad-i'o-luss. 

glance glanss,orglonss,notglaanss. StQAba/t. 

gland notglaand. 

glare gla'er, almost in two syllables. St^Fair. 

glass rhyming with Cass, or with yossj not 

glaass. 

glassy glass'e. 

Glauber .... glaVber. 

glazier gla/zh'er. 

Glendower . . . glen'dow-er. 

glisten gliss'en, or n, not tn. 

gloomily .... gloom'il-e. 

gloss rhjrmes with loss^ moss; not with yoss^ 

See Accost 

glossy rhymes with mossy. See Accost 

Gloucester . • . gloss'ter. 

Gluck ...... glook, rhyming with look. 

glue gl^oo, not gloo. See Adduce, 

glutinous .... gl'oo'tin-uss, not gloo'tun-uss. See 

Adduce, 

Glycera gliss'er-ah. 

glycerine .... gliss'er-in. 

gneiss nice. 

gnome (an elemental spirit) noam, rhyming vn^foam, 
gnome (from the Greek, a maxim) no'me. 

Gnostic noss'tik. 

God not gawd, nor gahd. 

goddess god'ess, not gawd'uss. 

Goethe ger'tah (do not sound the r). 

The pleasant sound of the German oe does not exist in Eng- 
lish, so that the above is only an approximation, though rather 
a close one. 
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golden goaVdn. 

gondola gon'do-lah, not gon-do'lah. 

gone gon ; not rhyming with dawn, nor yet 

witb don, but a sound between the 

two. See Accost. 
goodbye .... good'h/, not gooby'. 
goodness .... not goodnus. 
gooseberry . . . gooz'berry, not gooss'berry. 

gore go'er ; almost in two syllables. See Oar. 

gorgeous .... gor'j'uss. See Social, 

gospel goss'pel, not gawspl. 

gossip goss'ip, not goss'up. 

G^ttingen (Germ.) gut'ing-gen, the gen rhyming with 

again; not jen. 

gourd go'urd. 

gourmand. . . . goor'mond. 
gourmet (Fr.) . gour'may'. 

gout not gaout See House, 

gout (Fr.) .... goo. 

gouvernante (Fr.) goo'vair'nont'. 

governess . . . guVer-ness, not urr-nuss nor niss. 

government . . guv'em-ment not guv'urr-munt ; much 

less guv'munt. 
governor .... guv'er-nor, not guv'nur. 
gracious .... grra/sh'us. See J^ap, 

graft grrsdftjOrgrrofft. St^Advance2Xi6.Rap. 

grammar .... grram'ar, not graam'urr. See Rap. 
grammatical ^ . grram-at'ik-al, not uk-1. do. 

gramme (Fr.) . . grram. do. 

granary grran'ar-e, not gray'nar-e. do. 

grand grrand, rhyming with hand, band ; not 

graand. See Rafi, 
grandeur ...» grrand'yur. See Rap. 
grandiloquence grran-dil'o-kwenss,notkwunss. SceRap. 
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grass rh3rmes with Joss^ or with Cclss. See 

Advance and Rap, 
graaay grrass'e or gispss'e, not graass'e. See 

Rap. 

gratification . . grrat'if-ik-ay"shun. See Rap. 

gratify grrat'i£-i, not uf. do. 

gratis grra/tiss, not grafiss. do. 

gravel grrav'el, not graav'l. da 

graTid grrav'id. do. 

gravity grrav'it-e. do. 

grease (noun) . grreess. do. 

grease (verb) . . grreez, not greess. do. 

greasy gree'ze, not gree'ce. do. 

great deal . . . not gray deal. do. 

greedily grreed'il-e. do. 

Greeninrioh (in England) grrin'idge. do. 

greiv grroo. See Rue, do. 

gridiron grrid'i-um. do. 

grievous .... grree'vuss, not gree've-us. do. 

grilse grrilss. do. 

grimace grrim-aiss'. do. 

grimalkin .... grrim-al'kin, not awl'kin. do. 

grimy grri'me. do. 

grisette (Fr.) . . grree'zet'. do. 

grisly (frightful, terrible) grriz'le. do. 

Grisons (Fr.) . . grree'zawn'. do. 

gristle grriss'l. do. 

gristly grriss'le. do. 

groat grrawt, not grote. do. 

Grosvenor . . . grroVen-or ; colloquially gruv'en-or. 

See Rap. 
Groton (Amer.) grrot'on. See Rap, 
Groton (Eng.) . grro'ton. do. 

Grouchy (Fr.) .* grroo'shee. do. 



PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 18/ 

ground grround, not graound. See Rap* 

ground-nut . . . grround-nut, not grou'nut do. 

grouse grrouss. do. 

grovel grrov'el or grrov'l, not gruv. See Man- 
tel and Rap, 

gruel grroo'el. See Rap, 

Guadalazara (Span.) gwahMah-lah-hah"rah. 
guaiacum .... gwi'ah-kum. 
Guanajuato (Span.) gwah-nah-bwah'to. 

guano gwah'no. 

guard g'ard, not garrd. 

In the last generation it was the custom in the best society 
of England, as well as of this country, to introduce a slight 
sound of e after k^ c (hard), and g (hard) in words in which 
these consonants are followed by or, er^ ir, or i (long) ; thus 
making the pronunciation of card^c^ard; oi garden^ ^ arden ; 
of guards g^ard ; of kerchief, kWchief; of girl, g'irl ; of kind^ 
kHnd ; of kite, k*ite. This pronunciation, which extended also 
to many words with short e and short /, such ^& get, gig, and kid, 
seems to be giving way, especially in this country, with the ex- 
ception of our Southern States, where, as in Ireland, it persists 
in an exaggerated form ; as c*yard, g^yarden, g^yirl, etc. Never- 
theless there are many, like the present writer, to whose ears it 
still conveys, when correctly and delicately given, an impression 
of refinement and culture. Such is evidently the opinion of the 
publishers of the last edition (1874) of Smart's Dictionary, in 
which are preserved unaltered his remarks on this subject, and 
his pronunciation of this class of words, — a pronunciation, by 
the by, sometimes misrepresented in Worcester's Unabridged 
Dictionary. 

It must be remembered that Mr. Smart was employed as 
instructor in elocution in the royal family, and may therefore 
certainly be considered an authority on the pronunciation of the 
highest classes in England. His remarks on this point are, in 
brief, as follows : — 

" These elements, k, c (hard), and g (hard), do not unite 
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melodiously with either ar^ er, or / (long), unless a slight sound 
of ^ is suffered to slide in ; but though, on the one hand, the 
entire omission of this sound gives a harshness and a vulgarity 
to the utterance of such words as card, kind, kerchief, guard, guise, 
girl; on the other, so decided an introduction oi e or y conso- 
nant as is signified by k\jyard, ksjyind, k^jerchief, carries with 
it an affected air, and must be avoided." This slight sound 
of e will be indicated in this Vocabulary by the mark ('). 

guardant .... g'ard'ant, not garrd'unt. 
guarded .... g'ard'ed, not garrd'id. 
guardian .... ^^'ard'e-an, not garr'jun. 
Ouatimala(Span.) gwah-te-mah'lah, not ma/lah. 

guava gwah'vah. 

Ouayaquil (Span.) gui-ah-keel'. 

gubernatorial . gu-ber-nat-o're-al, not goo-bur-nat-o'- 

re-ul. 
guerdon .... g'er'don, not gurr'dn. 
guerrilla (Spanish, meaning a little guerra^ or war) gay- 

rreel'yah. 
guerrilla (English, meaning an irregular soldier) ger- 

il'ah. 
guerrillero (Spanish, meaning an irregular soldier), gay* 

reel-yay'ro. 

guess g'ess. See Guard, 

Guiana gee-ab'nah, not an'ah. 

Quicciardini (Ital.) gwee'chee-ar-dee"nee. 

guide g'ide. See Guard. 

guided g'i'ded. do. 

guild .... g'ild. do. 

guile g'ile. do. 

guillotine (noun) gil'o-teen. 
guillotine (verb) gil-o-teen'. 
guipure (Fr.) . . gee'pure'. 
guise > g'ize. See Guard, 
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Onise (Fr.) . . . geez. 
Ooirot (Fr.) . . gee'zo'. 

gullet gul'et, not it 

gnm-arablo . . . gum-ar'ab-ik, tbe ar as in arrow; not 

gum-ar-ay'bik. 
gammlneBB . . . gum'e-ness, not nuss. 

gnaset not gussit 

gatta pcToha . . gut'ah perch'ali, not perk'ah. 

gattoral gut'nr-al, not uL 

Gayon (Fr.) . . gee'awn'. 
gymnaslam . . . jim-na/'ze-um. 
gymnotoa . . ■ • jiro-no'tuss. 

Bn»'>ni jip'snm. 

gyration ; . . . ji'ray-shun. 

gyre ji'er ; almost in two syllables. See Ire. 

gyrfalooo .... jir-fowlcon, or kn. 
gyre jive. 

H. 

babQe hab'tL 

babiUmant . . . hab-il'im-ent, not nm-nnt 
habitation . ■ . hab-it-a/shun. 

back tut haak. See Cab. 

bad not haad nor hed. 

Hades ha/deez. 

Hadrian .... ha/dre-an. 
Halnanlt (Fr.) . hay'no'. 

hair ha'er. See Fair. 

halcyon bal'she-un or hal'ce-un. 

hale (whether verb or adjective) hail, rhyming with paiL 

half hahf, not haf nor haaf. See Alms. 

halQ>enny . . . hay'pen-e. 

haUbut hol'e-but 

halve hahv, not hav nor baav. 
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hamadryad . -. . ham"ad-ii'ad. 

hand not haand. 

handkerchief. . hand'ker-chif or hang'ker-chiL 
handkerchieiii . chifs, not cheevs. 
handsome • . • hand'sum, not haan'sum. 

Very haansome supper, very haansome ! 

Elsie Venner, chapter viii 

happiness . . . hap'in-ess. 
haram (Arabic) • ha-ram'. 

harass har'ass, rhyming with arras* 

harassing .... har'ass-ing. 

harbor har'bor. 

hard not harrd. See Accord. 

" Oh, blazes, it *s har-r-d 1 " he exclaimed, pronouncing the 
adjective in a peculiar manner. — Dai^ Miller, 

hare ha'er; almost in two syllables. See/^z/r. 

harem ha'rem, not hay'rem. 

haricot (Fr.) . . har'e'ko'. 

harlequin. . . . har'le-kin. 

harm not harrm. 

harmless .... not harrm'Iuss. 

harmonica . . . har-mon'ik-ah. 

harp not harrp. 

hamspice . . . ha-russ'piss. 

hasp hassp or hossp, not haasp. See Ad- 
vance, 

hasten haiss'en or haiss'n, not haiss'tn. 

hatchet hatch'et, not ut nor it. 

haunch hahnch, not haanch nor hawnch. See 

Aunt, 

haunt hahnt. See Aunt, 

haute (Fr.) . . . bote or *ote. 

have not haf nor haav nor hev. 

*' The Yankee," as Mr. Lowell remarks, " says ' hev ' and 
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* bed' for hceue and had ;** but this is only when emphatic, for 
bis usual practice is to clip these words down to the last audible 
vestige. Indeed have, as an auxiliary verb, after passing through 
the intermediate stages of ha', h', and ', has in some compound 
tenses vanished altogether, and thousands of New Englanders 
even write, as they say : ** I would gone, You should n't eaten. 
He might been, We could n't wished, You ought to hurried." 

have n't not haint 

Havre (Fr.) . . hah'vr. 

H&vre de Orftoe hahv'er-duh-gross'. 

Haivaii hah-wi'e. 

Haworth .... how'arth, the how rhyming with now. 
Haynau (Germ.) hi'now. 

hazard ha2/ard, not urd. 

hazel hay'zel or zl. See ManteL 

he bee. 

When not emphasized, the vowel is naturally shorter ; but its 
quality should be preserved. 

hear he'ar; almost In two syllables. See 

Accord. 

heard herd, not hurrd. See Accord. 

hearse herss, not hurrss. do. 

hearth harth, not berth ; much less hurrth. 

Heaven hev'n. 

Hebrides .... heb'rid-eez. 

Hebe he'bee, rhyming with Phcebe. 

Hecate (Eng ) . hek'ait. 
Hecate (Latin) . hek'at-ee. 
hecatomb .... hek'a-toom. 

Hecnba hek'u-bah. 

Hegel (Germ.) . hay'gl. 
hegemony . . . hej-em'o-ne. 

:a bej'ir-ab, or hej-i'rah. 
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helgh-ho .... hilio, not hay^a 

hetsbt bite ; rhyming with sight, light, 

Heino (Germ.) . hi'nali. 

heinons hajr'nuss, DOt hee'nuss. 

hcdi air. 

Helen hel'en, not hel'un. 

Helena heFen-ah. 

heliacal he-li'ak-al. 

HeUopoIla . . . he-le.op'o-Iiss. 
Hellenic .... hel-len'ik, or hel-lee'nilE. 
Helleaiat .... tiellen-ist 

belm not helium. 

helot hel'ot or heel'ot. 

Helvetia .... hel-vee'sh'a, not shuh. See Social' 

Hemans hera'anz. 

hemistiob. . . . hem'iss-tik. 
heptagoual . . . hep-tag'o-nal, not nuL 
heptaichr . , . hep'tar-ke. 

her not hurr. See Advert. 

Heraolea .... her'ak-leez. 

herald not herruld. 

Hiranlt(Fr.) . . hay'ro'. 

herb erb, not urrb, hot heen-b. See Advert. 

heibaceoaa , . . her-baysh'us. do. 

herbage not urrbidge. do. 

herblveroofl ■ . hcr-biv'o-russ. do. 

Hetonlean . . . her-ku'le-an. do. 

herd . not hutrd. do. 

here he'er almostintwosyIlables,nothecrT. 

hereof heer-o£' or Tieer-ov'. 

heieslaroh . . , her-ee'ze-ark, or her'e-ze-ark ; the ker 

as iQ heron. 
heretical ■ . ■ . her-el'ik-al, the her as in herons not 

uk-uL 
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herewith .... the M may be vocal or unvocal, though 

the latter is, on the whole, to be pre- 
ferred. 

heritage her'it-aij, the her as in heron ; not 

her'ut-ij. 

heroine her'o-in, the her as in herons not hee'- 

ro-in or ine. 

heroism her'o-izm, the first syllable rhyming 

with the first syllable of berry; not 
hee'ro-izm. 

Hertford (Eng.) har'ford. 

Herzog (Germ.) hairts'aug. 

Hesiod hee'zhe-od. 

Hesperides . . • hess-per'id-eez. 

heterodox . . . hef er-o-doks. 

heteropathy . . het-er-op'ath-e. 

hiatus hi-ay'tuss. 

hibernate .... hi'ber-nait. 

hiccough .... hik'up. 

hideous hid'e-uss. 

hieroglyphic . . hi'er-o-glif'ik. 

high do not drawl the vowel. See /. 

hilarious .... hil-a're-uss. 

hilarity hil-ar'it-e ; the ar as in arrow. 

him not im, nor 'm. 

This pronoun is of course spoken with varying emphasis, as 
the sense may require ; but all its letters should be pronounced 
at all times, and the pure sound of the short i preserved. 

Himalaya .... him-al-ay'yah, or him-ahryah. 
hinder not hender, nor hindurr. 

2^kle crep' up quite unbeknown 

An' peeked in thru' the winder. 
An' there sot Huldy all alone, 

'Ith no one nigh to bender. 

1^ Lowell: ConrHf^, 
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Hindoo hin-doo' or hin'doo. 

All the best English authorities accent the last syllable. 

Hippocrene . . hip-o-kree'nee. 

hippopotamus • hip'o-pot''am-uss, not po-tay'mass. 

hire hi'er ; almost in two syllables. See Ire. 

hirsute herss-ute', not hurr-soot'. 

his biz, not iz. 

historical .... not uk-ul. 

history hiss'to-re, not hiss'tre. 

hithermost . . . rhymes with roasts not with rusU 

hoar ho'ar; almost in two syllables. SeeC7ar. 

Hochheim . . . hoak'hime. 

HohensoUem . ho'hen-tsawrem. 

Holbein .... hoall)ine. 

hold not hole or holt. 

The fears of a monkey whose holt chanced to fail, 
Drawed the vertibry out to a prehensile tail. 

Biglow Papers^ Na 4. 

holloiv bol'o, not hol'oo. 

hollyhock . . . hok, not hawk. 
holocaust . • . hoFo-kawst. 

homage hom'aij, not om'ij. 

home rhymes with roant^ comb, loam. See 

Stone. 

homely the o long, as in hope. See Stone* 

homestead . . . sted, not stid nor stud. 

homily hom'il-e, not ul-e. 

homceopathic . ho'me-o-path"ik. 
homceopathist . ho'me-op''ath-ist. 
homoeopathy . . ho'me-op''ath-e. 
homogeneous . ho'mojee''ne-uss. 

honest on'est, not on'ust. 

honi soit qui mal y pense (old French) awn'ee'swah'- 

kee'mal'ee'ponss'. 
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honor on'or, not ur. 

honorable . . . on'or-eb-1. 

hoof all words ending in ^^have the ^£? long, 

as m proofs aloof • 

hook rhymes with look^ book. 

hookah hoo'kah, not hook'ah. 

hoopoe hoo'poo. 

hoplite hoplight 

horizon hor-i'zon, the hor as in Horace. 

horizontal . . . hor-iz-on'tal, the kor as in Horace j not 

hawr-iz-on'tul. 

hornet hor'net, not nit nor nut. 

horoscope . . . hor'o-skoap, the ^^Tras in Horace. 
horrent hor'rrent, the hor as in Horace. See 

Rap. 
horrible hor'rrib-l, notrub; the^^ras in/T^Tr^r^. 

See Rap. 
honid hor'rrid ; the hor as in Horace. See 

Rap. 
horror hor'rror, the^^rasin/T^^^z^:^. S^QRap. 

The last syllable should never be corrupted into er. ** Horrer 
of horrers I " is little more than contemptible. 

hors conconm (Fr.) hor'kawn'koor'. 

hors d'ceuvre (Fr.) hor'duhv'r. 

hors du combat (Fr.) hor'du'kawm'bah. 

horse-radish . . rrad'ish, not red'ish. See Rap. 

hortictUtare • . hor'tik-ulf'ure. 

hospitable . • . hoss'pit-eb-1. 

hospital .... hoss'pit-al, not hawss'pit-ul. 

hostile hoss'til, not hawss'tile. 

hostler oss'ler, not ost'ler. 

hough hok. 

hound not haound. 
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hoarl hoVre, rhjrming with cowry. 

house 

This word, it is often said, will betray a Philadelphiaii, no 
matter how many years away from home. The peculiarity of 
the Pennsylvanian pronunciation of the diphthcmg ouox mirig 
better known elsewhere than in Pennsylvania itself, where the 
insensibility of cultivated persons to a sound so disagreeable is 
certainly singular. Properly pronounced, it is composed of €i& 
and oOf that is, of the " Italian a,^* as in foTf and the " long oo^^ 
as iny^ ; and the peculiarity referred to consists in changing 
the ah sound into the '* short a," oifat. In New £ngland the 
same error is common, but is there confined to the uneducated, 
who, however, give it a strong nasal enunciation. Those who 
suspect themselves of being inclined to this error should prac> 
tise diligently on words containing the diphthong in question, 
giving it forth with a ringing chest-tone. 

housewife . . . house'wife. 

The latest English usage is in favor of the regular pronun- 
ciation, as above, when the mistress of a house is meant ; but 
when a little workbag, they give the popular huzzif. 

hovel ..••*• hov'el, not huv'el. 

hover • huv'er, not hov'er. 

how not haow. See House. 

hoivl not haowl. do. 

humble um'bl or huml)!. 

humor (fluid of the animal body) hu'mor. 
humor (turn or temper of mind) u'mor or hu'mor. 
humorist • • • • u'mor-ist or hu'mor-ist 
hundred .... bun^dred, not hundrid nor ho&derd. 
huntress . , i . not triss, nor truss. 

hurrah hoor-rrah, not raw nor ray. 

hurrioane .... hur'rrik-ain, not hur'uk-un. 
husband .... not bund. 
husbanded . . . not bundid. 
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hnssar buz-ar'. 

buzza hooz'ah, not aw, nor ay. 

Hyades hy'ad-eez. 

hydrangea . . . hi-dran'je-ah, or hi-drain'je-a. 
hydrant .... hi'drant, not drunt 
hydrometer. . . hi-drom'e-ter. 
hydropathist . . hi-drop'ath-ist 
hydropathy . . hi-drop'ath-e. 

Hygeia hi-jee'yah. 

hygeian hi-jee'yan. 

hygiene hi'Je-een'. 

hygienic .... hi'je-en"ik. 

hymen hi 'men, not mun. 

hymeneal. . . . hi-men-ee'al. 

Hypatia .... hy-pa/sh'a. %^^ Social. 

hjrperbaton . . hy-per^a-ton. 

hyperbola . . . hy-per'bo-lah. 

hyperbole ... hi per1x)-lee. In four syllables. 

hyperbolical . . hi'per-boi''ik-al. 

hyperborean . . hi'-per-bo"re-an. 

Hyperion . . • . hi-pee're-on or hip-er-i'on. 

hyphen hi'fen, not hi'fn. See Eden. 

hypochondriac hip-o-koD'dre*ak« 
hypochondriacal hip'o-kon-dri"ak-aL 
hypocrisy . . . hipK)k'rriss-e« See Rap. 
hypocritical . . hip-o-krnt'ik<d. do. 
hypogastrio . . hipo-gass'trik. 
hypothecate . . hip-oth'e-kait or hi-poth'e-kait 
hipotennse . • . hip-ot'e-nuce or hi-pot'e>-nuce. 
hypothennse . . hip-oth'e-nuce, or hi-poth'e-nuce ; the u 

as in muse^ not noose. 

Smart gives only hipotenuse, which he pronounces as above. 
Stormonth gives also hipotenuse^ adding "also inoonrectly 
hypotheniisey 
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hypothesis • • • hip-oth'e-ciss or hi-poth'e-ciss. 
hypothetio . . . hip-o-thefik. 

hysterical • . . hiss-ter^ik-al, the ter as in terrible j not 

uk-uL 



I. 
I 

This vowel should not be drawled, especially when it is used 
for the first personal pronoun. As to its exact value, we repeat 
what Smart says : '' This sound is diphthongal. In the mouth 
o£ a well-bred Londoner it begins with the sound heard in ur^ 
but without sounding the r, and tapers off into e. Some allege 
the composition to be ah and e ; but this is Northern." This 
so-called " Northern pronunciation " is almost universal in the 
United States, and it is best corrected by a quick enunciation 
of the vowel. 

ichneumon • • . ik-n'oo'mon, not noo'mun. 

ichor i'kor. 

ide id. 

This suffix is now thus pronounced, except in a very few 
cases. See Bromide and Cyanide, 

idea i-dee'ah. 

Ides rhymes with brides. 

identical .... i-den'tik-al. 

identify i-den'tif-i. 

ideology .... i-de-ol'o-je. 
idiocracy .... id-e-ok'rass-e. 
idiosyncrasy . . id'e-o-cin"krass-e. 

idiot id'e-ot. 

idol i'dol, not dul, nor dl. 

idolize i'dol-ize. 

Idumea id-u-mee'ah, not i-doo'me-ah. 

idyU i'dil, not dul nor dl. 
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ignomineonB • . ig^no-min'^e-uss. 

ignominy . • • • ig^no-min-e. 

ignoramus • • . ig-no-ra/muss, not ram-uss* 

ignorance • . • . ig'no-ranss, not runss. 

iguana (Span.) . ee-gwah'nah. 

ile This suffix is now generally pronounced 

ily occasionally iU^ and rarely eel. 
illegible • . • . il-lej'ib-1, not ub. 
illegitimate . • • il-lej-it'im-ait, not um-it 
illimitable • . . il-lim'it-eb-1, not ut-ub-1. 
illuminate • • • il-Poo'min-ait, not loo'mun-ait 
Uluminati . . • eel-loo-me-nah'te. 
illustrate . . . • il-luss'trait, not il'luss-trait 

image im'aij, not im'ij. See Age. 

imagery .... im'aij-er-e« 

imagine im-aj'in, not un. 

imbecile .... im'bess-il or eeL See note to Tout de 

suite. 
imbecOity • • • im-bess-illt-e, not buss-il'at-e. 
imbrue . • • • • im-brroo'. 

imitate im'it-ait, not ut-ait See Ate. 

imitated .... im"it-a/ted. 

immediate . . • im-ee'de-ait, not im-ee'jit 

Imminence . . . im'in-enss, not im'un-unss. 

imminent .... im'in-ent, not im'un-unt. 

immodest . . . im-mod'est, not ust 

immoral .... im-mor'al, notul; theM^rasin/»^fr<9W. 

immorality . • . im-mor-al'it-e. 

immortal .... im-mor'tal. 

immortality . . im-mor-tal'it-e, not ut-e. 

immunity .... im-mu'nit-e, not nut-e. 

inunure im-mu'er ; almost in three syllables* 

See Pure, 
impair im-pa'er. See Fair. 



200 



PRONOUlfCIlfG VOCABULdRY. 



fmprWai .... im-pai'sb'aL See Sadat. 
Impartiality . . im-par-sh'al'it-c, oot Bhal'at-Ot 
ImpBMlbla . . ■ im-pass'ib-l, not ob-L 
ImpaUenoa . . . im-pay'sh'enu. See AbkorriMt wtd 

Social. 
impediment • ■ im-ped'im-ent, not am-unt 
Impenetrability iiii-peii'et-trab-il"tlpe. 
Impenetrable. . im-pen'et-treb'L 
impenitence . • im-pen'tt-enss, not nt-tuus. 
Impenitent • • • im-peR'it-ent. 
Imperial • • . ■ im-pee're-a!, notoL 

imperil im-per"!! ihe/erasin /'ffiy. 

imperfect. . . . Jm-per'fekt, not fikt. 
impertlnenoo . imper'tin-enss, not unss. 
Impertinent . . im-per'tin-ent, not ten-unt 

tmptona imp'e-nsa. 

Implonaly . . . imp'e-uu-le. 
Implaoabillly . . iin-play'kab41"it-e. 
implacable . . . Im-playlceb-L 
implement . . . im'ple-ment, not im'plum-unt. 

implicit im-pliss'it 

implore im-plo'er ; almost in three syllables. 

See Oar. 
import (nottn) . im'port. 
Import (verb) ■ im-port' ; (.«., im-po'ert, almost in three 

syllables. See Oar. 
Importune . . . im-port-une', not im-port-oon'. See 

Adduce. 
importunity . . im-port-u'nit-e, not oo'out-e. 
impostor .... im-poss'tor, not im-pawss'turr. 
imposture . . . im-possfure. 
impress (noun) . im'prress. See Rap. 
impress (verb) . im-prress'. do. 
improvisator . . im-pro-viz'a-tor. 
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Improvlsatrlco . im-pro-viz'a'trisa. 
improvise ■ itn'prro-viie'. 

Improwlaatore (Jtal.) im-prrov-veez-ali-to'ray. 
linprovviflatorl(ltal.} plural, to' ree. 
lmprowiBatrlce(Ilal.) im-prrov-veez-ah-tree'chay. 
improwiaatriol (ItaJ.) plural, irce'chee. 



ImpndeDt . 


. . im'piKient, not dnnt nor dot 


Impttgn . . 


. . im-pune'. 




^ . in-ak-cess-ib-il'it -e, not ub-il'ut-c 


Inacoeuibla 


. . in-ak-cess'ib-l,notub-L 


Inadverteno 


B . . in-ad-ver'tenss, not in-ud-vurr'tunss 


Inallenabta 


. . in-ail'yen-«b-L 




. . la-an'ioK^t 


loandlble . 


. . in-aw-dib-l, not dnb-L 


iDaosorat. 


. . in-awg'u-rait, not upait 




. . in-awg'ii-rait-ed, not ur-aifid. 


InoWndwooD 


t. . in-kan-dess'ent, not unfc 


iDoapabls. 


. . in-kay'peb-1, not pub'L 


InoapacitT 


. . in-kap-ass'it-e, notut-e. 


Inceius (noi 


m) . in'cenM. 


lnoeiiM(ver 


b) . in-cen»s'. 


iDchoBto . 


. . in'ko-ait, Or ing'ko-a!t 


InoboatlTa 


. . in-ko'at-iv. 


Inddenoa. 


. . in'cid-enss, not in'sud-nnss. 


loDldeDt . 


. . iiycid-entinotin'sud-unl. 




. . in-cid-en'til, not in-sud-en'tul. 


laolplanoa 


. . in-cip'e-enss, not unss. 


inolM. . . 


. . In-ciM'. 


inoialvs. . 


. - in-ci'clv, not riv. 


UudBor . . 


. . in-ci'ior. 


incUcny. . 


. . In-ci'zor-e. 


luoiraztt. . 


. . in-cize'ure. 


looivmty . 


. . In-civ-il'it-e, not nt-e. 


Inclement 


. . in-klero'ent, not nnt nor nL 


Inclination 


. . in-klin-ay'sbun, not in-klan-aysbun 
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Inolnda . 
Inclndod 

InoloaiTa . . . . ii 
Incognito. . . . ii 
Incoherant . . . ii 
IncomniQiiBnTEibla 
Incomparable ■ ii 
Incomparably . ii 



In-klude,thei 

in-klu'ded, nc 
in-klu'civ, no 

in-kog'nit-o, i 



t in-kloo'did. 



reb-1. 
■kom'par-eb-1, the par as mfaraiU. 

-kom'par-eb-Ie, 



This a 



:ent is on the second syllable of these ti 
10 the general rule. 



Incompattbilitj in-koin-pa.t-ib-il'it-e, not ub-il'ut-e> 
Incompatible. . in-kom-pat'ib-1, not ub-1. 
Incompetent ■ ■ in-kom'pet-ent, not put-unt 
IncomprebenBible iii'kom-pn-e-heQ"cit>-], not in-kom- 

pruh-hen'sQb-l. See Rap. 
tncompiesalble. in-kom-ptress'ib-l, not ub-L Set Rap. 



incongraent . 

Inoongniity 
Inoongmooa . 

InoonalatanC . 
Inoontinence . 
incontinent ■ 
Inoonvenienoe 
inconvenient 
Increase (noun) 
Increase (verb) 
incredibility . 

Incredible . . 



n-kon'grroo-eat, or in-kong'gnoo-ent. 

See Rap. 
in-kon-grroo'it-e. See Rap. 
in-kon'grroo-uss, or in-kong'groo-uss. 

See Rap. 
in-kon-ciss'tent, not in-kun-dss'tunc 
in-kon'tin-enss, not tun-unss. 
in-kon'tin-ent, nottun-unt. 
in-kon-vee'ne-ensa,or in-kon-Tcen'yenss. 
in-kon-vee'ne-ent, or tn-kon-veen'yent. 
in'krreess. See Rap. 
in-krreess'. do. 
in-krred-ib-il'it-e, not in-krcd-ub-irut-e. 

See Rap. 
in-krred'ib-l, not in-kred'ub-L See Rap. 
in-kura'bent, not bunt, 
in-kur'shun, not in-kurr'zhun. 
in-dee'ceot, not sunt 
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indecislTe . • . in-de-ci'civ, not zif. 
iudecorouB • . . in-dek-o'russ, or in-dek'oruss. 
indecorously • • in-dek-o'russ-le, or in-dek'o-russ-le. 
indefinable . . . in-def-ine'eb-1, not in-^uf-ine'ub-1. 
indefinite .... in-def in-it, not un-it. 
indenture. • . . in-dent'ure. 

independence . in>de-pen'denss, or in-dep-en'denss, not 

in-dup-en'dunss. 
in-dess-kri'beb-1, not in-dus-kri'bub-L 
in-dess-trukt'ib-l, not in-duss-trukt'ub-1. 
in-de-ter'min-ait, or in-det-er'min-ait, not 
dut-er'mun-it. 

Indian in'de-an, better than ind'yan, which is 

apt to degenerate Into in'jun. 

That comes o' wearin' your hair like an Injun, 

Hannah 7)ii^r<f/^» chapter xxii. 



indescribable 

indestructible 

indeterminate 



indicate . • 
indicated . • 
indicative . 
indicator . . 
indicatory • 
indifferent . 
indigestible 
indignant. . 
indigo. . . • 
indiscernible 
indiscriminate 
indisputable 
indissoluble 
individual . 

indivisibiUty 
indivisible . 
indocile . . 



in'dik-ait 

in'dik-ay-ted. 

in-dik'a-tiv. 

in'dik-ay-tor. 

in"dik-at-o're, not in-dik'at-o-re. 

in-dif er-ent, not unt nor nt 

tn-dij-est'ib-1, not in-duj-esf ub-1. 

not nunt. 

in'dig-o, not in-dug-o. 

in-diz-em'ib-1, not urm'ub-L 

in-diss-krrim'in-ait. See Rap. 

in-diss'pu-teb-1, not in-diss-pu'tub-l. 

in-diss'ol-u-bl, not in-diss-oru-bl. 

in-div-id'u-al, not in-duv-id'00-ul, nor 

in-div-id'jul. 
in-div-iz-ib-irit-e, not in-duv-iz-ub-il'ut-e. 
in-div-iz'ib-1, not in-duv-iz'ub-1. 
in-doss'il. 
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Indolenoa 
indomltabls 
iudubltabla 
indnoe . 
indnlsent ■ - 
JndtiBbT ■ • 



. ia'do-lenss, not in'dnl-uiiss. 

. in-dom'it-eb-l, not ut-ub-L 

. ind-u'bit-eb-1, not ind-0<ylxt-nl>-L 



The pronunciation of this auffix v&cillated for a long time 
between etn and int, but is now usuallj in. 



ln«t«guit . . 
IneligibUltj 
Inelisiblo . . 
InequEillty . 
Inequitable • 
Inertia . . . 
tneatlmable 
Inexorable 
inexpedient 
Inexperience . 
Inexplicable . 
InexpreBBible. 
Inextricable 

InfantUe . 
la&ntlne , 



tn-el'e-gant, not in-«rug-nnt 
in-el-ij-ib-il'it-e, not uj-ub-il'ut-e. 

n-el'ij-ib-l. 

n-ek-wol'it-e, not ut-e. 
n-ek'wit-eb-1, not wut-ub-L 
n-er'sh'at, not in-urr'shuh. See Social. 
«s'tim-eb-l, not tnm-ub-L 
:ks'o-reb-l, not rub-l. 
:ks-pee'de-ent, not pee'junL 
-cks-pee're-enss, not unss. 
■eks'plik-eb-1, not in-eks-pIik'ub-1. 
-eks-prress'ib-1, not ub-I. See Rap. 
eks'trik-eb-l, not in-eks-trik'ub-U 
in'fant, not funt 

i-til, or infan-tile ; not in'fan-teeL 
.n'laD-tin, or in'fan-tine. 



The weight of authority Is for the "long /"in the last syl- 
lable of these two words, but the aathor agrees with Mr. Smut 
in preferring the " short »." 

Infecnnd .... (n-£ek'und, not in-fee'kund. 

inferior in-fee're-or. 

Inferiority . . . in-fee-re-or'it-e ; the ^r as in/omi^ 
iafemai in-fer'nal, not io-furr'Qul. 
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infidel in'fid-el, not in'fud-l. 

infinite in'fin-it, not in'fun-ut, nor in^fun-ite, nor 

in'fi'night 

This last is often heard in church choirs, where it is perhaps 
excusable on musical grounds. 

. in-fin'it-iv, not in-fin'ut-iv. 

. in-fin'it-e, not in-fin'ut-e. 

. notinfumn. ^e^ Advert. 

. in-firm'it-e, not in-furr'mut-e. 

. in-fleks-ib-irit-e, not in-fleks-ub-il'ut-e. 

. in-fleks'ib-1, not in-£eks'ub-l. 

. in-flo-ress'enssy not in-flur-ess'unss. 

. in'fl'oo-enss, not in'floo-unss. 

. in'fl'oo-en-cez, not in'floo-un-ciz. 

. in-fl'oo-en'sh'al, not in-floo-en'shul. 

. not infomn. See Accord. 

. in-frreek'went, not wunt. See Rap. 

. in-frrinj'ment, not munt. do. 

. in-fu'zib-L 



infinitive . . 
infinity . . . 
infirm .... 
infijmiity . . 
infiezibiUty 
inflexible . . 
infloreBcence 
influence . . 
influences • 
influential . 
inform . . . 
infrequent . 
infringement 
infriBible . • 



ing 

Care should be taken not to drop the /, making the pronun- 
ciation in. Time and space would fail to give illustrations of 
this vulgar error, which is sometimes heard in society where 
better things might have been expected 



ingenious . 
ingenuity . 
ingenuous 
ingot . . . 
ingratiate . 



. in-jeen'yuss, or in-jeen'e-uss. 

. in-jen-u'it-e, not in-jen-oo'ut-e. 

. in-jen'u-uss. 

. in'got, not ing'gut. 

. In-grray'she-ait, not in-gra/shait. See 

Rap. 
ingratiation . . in-grray'she-a/'shun, not in-gray-ce-ay'- 

shun. See Rap. 
. !n-grree'de-ent. See Rap. 
. in-hab'it-ant, not in-hab'ut-unt. 



ingredient . . 
inhabitant . . 
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Inlieritanes ... not io-her'ut-aass. 
Iqjora in'j'oor, not in'jer. 

L>boTin' man an' labortn' woman 
Hev one glory and one shame, ^ 

Ev'y thin' thet 'a done inboauui 
Injiri all on 'em the same. 

Bi^ate Pafieri, No, t. 



Inhospitable 
inlmioal 
loimitablfl 
Initiate . . 
Initiation . 
InitUtoiT. 
Inlay (noun) 
inlay (verb) 



Innocence 
Innocent . 
Innoxtona 
lunomerable 
iDofflcial 
Inopportune 
Inordinate 
Inquire . . 

Inquiry . . 
inqoisltion 
InqoialtiTe 
insatiable . 
Insatiate . 
tnsatlety . 
inscmtable 



in-hoBs'pit-eb-1, not iii>hos8-pif ut>4. 
in-im'ik-al. 



n'il-eW. 
a-ish'e-ait 



in-i3h'e-ay"shun, not tn-iss'e-a/'shttn. 

in-ish"e-at-o're. 



.'lay. 
in-lay-. 

in'most, not in'mast 
in-naif, not In'ait 
in'no-censs, not 



i-nok'sh'us. 

i-nu mer-eb-1, not in-noo'mur-ub-L 

i-ofE-ish"al, not in-uff-ish'ul. 

i-op'ort-une, not in-op'urt-oon. 

i-or'din-ait, not dun-ait 

L-kwi'er; almost in three syllables. See 

Ire. 

i-kwi're, not in'kwir-e. 

i-kwi^-ish'un, not in-kwn&ish'un. 

i-kwiz'it-iv, not ut-iv. 

sy'ahe-eW, not in-say'shub-I. 
i/ahe-mt. 
,.. Mat-i'et-ee rhyming with variety. 
in-skrroo'teb-l. See Rap. 
in'cekts, not in'ceka. 
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insensibility 
insensible 
insert . . . 
inserted 
insertion . 
insidious . 
insignificance 
insignificant 
insincere . 
insincerity 
insipid . . 
insipidity . 
insolence • 
insolvency 
insolvent . 
inspiration 
inspire . . 



, in-censs-ib-il'it-e, not ub-il'ut-e. 
. in-censs'ib-1, not ub-1. 

not in-surrt. See Advert. 

not in-surrt'id. do. 

not in-surr'shun. do. 

in-cid'e-uss, not in-cid'u-uss. 

in-cig-nif ik-anss, not uk-unss. 
, in-cig-nif'ik-ant, not uk-unt. 
, in-cin-ce'er, almost in four syllables. 

not in-sn-cer'ut-e. 
. in-cip'id, not ud. 

in-cip-id'it-e. 

in'so-lenss, not in'sul-unss. 

in-sorven-ce, not vun-ce. 

in-solVent, not vunt 

not in-spur-ay'shun. 

in-spi'er, almost in three syllables. See 
Ire, 

in-stab-irit-e, not in-stub-irut-e. 

in-stairment, not munt 

in'stanss, not in'stunss. 

in'stant, not stunt 

in-sted', not in-stid'. 

This mispronunciation is often heard, especially in New 
England, among persons who ought to know better. 

instigate .... in'stig-ait, not in'stug-ait 

instigated . • . in'stig-ait-ed, not in'stug-ait-id. 

instigation . . . in-stig-ay'shun, not in-stug-ay'shun. 

instinct (noun) . in'stinkt. 

instinct (adj.) . in-stinkt'. 

institute .... in'stit-ute, not in'stut-oot. 

You have heard about her going to school at that place, -^ 
the " Institoot,** as these people call it. — Elsie Venner, chapter 
xiu. 



instabiUty 
instalment 
instance . 
instant • . 
instead . . 



208 



PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 



n-8tit-u'shun, not in-stut-oo'shun. 

n'stroo-ment, not in'stru-munt 

n-suf-ish'ent. not unt 

n'sult 

n-sult'. 

n-sh'oor-anss. 

in-sh'oor'. 

n-tahl'yo. 

in-tan'jib-1, not jub-1. 

n'te-jen 

n'te-grraL 

in'te-grral kallni-luss. 

n-teg'rrit-e, not rut-e. 

in-tel-ekt'u-al, not in-tul-ekfoo-al, nor 

in-tul-ek'chaL 

n-tel'ij-en-cez, not nj-un'cix. 

n-terij-ent, not uj-unt 

n-tel-ij-ib-il'it-e, not in-tel-uj-ub-il'ut-e. 

n-terij-ib-1, not uj-ub-1. 

n-tem'per-ait, not in-tem'prit 

n-ten'dant, not dunt. 

n-ten'cit-e, not sut-e. 

n-ter', not turr. See Advert, 

Interest (noun and verb) in'ter-est, not in-ter-est', nor 

in'trust. 

interested . . . in'ter-est-ed. 

interesting . . . in'ter-est-ing, not int'rusting, nor in- 

ter-esfing. 

This, however, made him look more interesting, or, as the 
young ladies [in Pigwacket Centre] said, intere/M.'^ Elsie 
Venner^ chapter iii. 

interim in'ter-im. 

interlocutor . . in-ter-lok'u-tor. 
intermediate . . in-ter-mee'de-ait. 



institution . 
instrument . 
insufficient . 
insult (noun) 
insult (verb). 
insurance. . 
insure. . • . 
intaglio . . . 
intangible . 
integer . . . 
integral. . . 
integral oalouluB 
integrity . . 
intellectual . 

intelligences 
intelligent . 
intelligibiUty 
intelligible . 
intemperate 
intendant. . 
intensity . ^ 
inter .... 
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intermittent . . 

internal 

international . . 
interpolate • . . 
interstice. . . . 
intestate .... 
intestine .... 
intimidate . . • 
intolerable . . • 
intolerance . . . 
intoxicate . . . 
intoxication . . 
intractability • 
intractable . . . 

intrepid 

introduce .... 

intrude 

intruded . « • . 
intrusion .... 
intrusive . • . . 
intuition .... 
intuitive . • • • 
inundate . . . • 

inure 

invalid (noun) . 
invalid (adj.) . . 
invaluable . . . 

inveigle 

inventory . . . 

invert 

investigate . . . 
inveterate . . . 



in-ter-mit'ent, not in-turr-mit'unt 
in-ter'nal, not in-turr'nl. 
in-ter-nash'un-al, not in-ter-na/shun-uL 
in-ter'po-lait, not in-turr'pul-ait 
in'ter-stiss, or in-ter'stiss. 
intess'tait, not in-tess'tit. 
in-tess'tin, not teen nor tyne. 
in-tlm'id-ait, not ud-ait. 

n-tol'er-eb-1, not in-torurr-ub-1. 
in-torer-anss, not in-tol'ur.unss. 

n-toks'ik-ait, not uk-ait. 

n-toks'ik-ay'shun, not uk. 
in-trakt-ab-irit-e, not ub-il'ut-e. 

n-trakt'eb-1. 

n-trep'id, not ud nor ed. 

n-tro-duce', not in-trud-ooce'. See 
Adduce, 

n-trood'. See Abstruse. 

n-trood'ed, not id. 

n-troo'zhun. 

n-troo'civ, not zif. 

nt-u-ish'un, not int-oo-ish'un. 

nt-u'it-iv, not int-oo-ut-iv. 

n-un'dait ; accent on second syllable. 

n-u'er, not in-oor'. 

n'val-eed, or in-val-eed', not in'vul-id. 
!n-val'id, not in-val'ed. 

n-val'u-eb-1, not in-val'u-bl. 

n-vee'gl, not va/gl. 

n'Ven-to're, not in'ven-tur-re. See Ter- 
ritory, 
in-vert', not vurrt. See Advert. 
in-vest'ig-ait, not ug-ait 
in-vet'er-ait. 
14 
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invlnolbllity . . in-vin-cib-irit-e, not sub-iFut-e. 
invincible . . . in-via'cib-l, not sub-L 
inviolability . . in-vi-o-lab-irit-e, not lub-iFnt-e. 
inviolable . . in-vi'o-leb-1, not lub-L 
invisibility . . . in-viz'ib-il"it-e, not ub-iFut-e. 
invisible • . • . in^viz'ib-l, not nb-L 
involute • . • . in'vol-ute, not oot See Adduce. 
involution . . . in'vol-u"shun, not oo'shun. 
inward . . • • in'ward, not wurrd. 
iodic ••#••• irod'ik. 

iodide i'o-did, or i'o-dyed. 

iodine i'o-din. 

iodism i'o-dizm. 

iolite i'o-lite, not leet 

Ion i'on. 

Ionian . . . . • i-o'ne-an, not ee-o'ne-an. 

Ionic i-on'ik, not ee-on'ik. 

iota * . i-o'tah, not eeH/tah. 

Iphigenia .... if 'ij-en-i"ah. 
ir 

This prefix should alwajrs be pronounced with the i short, as 
in iU 

irascibility . • . ir-rrass-ib-il'it-e, not ub-iFut-e. Seei?a/« 
irascible .... ir-rrass'ib-1, not ub-i. do. 

ire i'er, almost in two syllables. 

The diphthongal character of the vowel should be clearly 
brought out. See remarks under Fair^ Ear, Accord, Card. 
See also /. 

irk noturrk. Ste Advert 

iron i'urn. 

ironical i-rron'ik-al. See Rap. 

irony i'rron-e. do. 
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irratioiud • • • • 

Irrefragable • • • 
Irrefutable • . • 
irregular • . . . 
Irremediable • • 
Irreparable . . . 
irreproachable . 
irresistible . . . 
irresolute . . . . 
irresolution . . 
irrespirable • . 

irresponsible . . 

irreverence 
irrevocable 
irrigate • . 
irritabiUty 
irritable 
irritate . 
Isaiah . . 
isinglass 
isle . . . 
islet. . . 
isochromatio . . 
isochronous . . 

isolate 

isolation . . . . 

isomerism • . • 
isothermal • • • 

issue 

isthmus ..... 



irHTash'un*al, not ray'shun-ul; their as 

in spirit. See Rap. 
ir-rref 'rag-eb-1, not re-f rag'ubl. See Rap. 
ir-rre-fu'teb-l, not ref u-tub-L do. 
ir-rreg'u-lar, not reg'ul-ur. do. 

ir-rrem-ee'de-eb-L do» 

ir-rrep'ar-eb-1, not irH-ep-air'ub-L do. 
ir-rrep-rroach'eb-1. do. 

ir-rrez-ist'eb-1. do. 

ir-rrez'ol-ute, not ul-oot do. 

ir-rrez-ol-u'shun, not ul-oo'shun. do. 
ir-rress'pir-eb-1 ; the i in pir as in 

spirii. See Rap. 
ir-rress-pon'sib-1, not ir-russ-pon'sub-1. 

See Rap. 
ir-rrev'er-enss, not urr-unss. See Rap. 
ir-rrev'ok-eb-1, not ir-re-vo'kub-1. do. 
ir'rrig-ait, not ug-ait do. 

ir'rrit-ab-il"it-e, not nt-ub-il'ut-e. do. 
ir'rrit-eb-l, not nt-ub-1. do. 

ir'rrit-ait, not ut-ait do. 

i-za/yah. 

i'zing-glos, or glas. 
ile ; do not drawl the vowel. See /. 
i'let, not lit. 
i'so-kro-maf'ik. 
i-sok'ro-nuss. 

iz'o-lait, iss'o-lait, or i'so-lait. 
iz'o-lay"shun, iss'o-lay^shun, or i'so- 

lay"shun. 
i-som'er-ism. 
i'so-ther"mal. 
ish'u, not iss'oo. 
ist'muss. 
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Italian it-al'yan, not i-tal'yan. 

ItaUo it-al'ik, not i'tal-ik. 

ItaUoize it-al^iss-ize. 

item i'tem, not i'tum. 

Iterate ifer-ait. 

Itinerant .... i-tin'er-ant, not it-in'er-unt 

ity 

This common suffix should be pronounced dearly, as if 
written itty. 

Ivory i'vo-re, not i'vre. 

Izion iks-i'on. 



J. 

Jackal jak'awl. 

jacket jak'et,notit 

Jacob ja/koby not kub. 

Jaguar jag-oo-ar', not ja/gwar. 

jalap jal'ap. 

jam not jaam. See Cab. 

janitor jan'it-or, not jan'ut-ur. 

January .... jan'u-a-re, not jen'u-a-re, nor jan'oo- 

a-re. 
Japanese .... jap-an-eez', not eess. 

jasmine jass'min. 

jaundice .... jahn'diss, not jawn'duss. 

jaunt jahnt, not jaant nor jawnt See Aunf. 

jaunty jahn'te. 

javelin jav'lin. 

Jean (a Lowland Scotch name of a woman) jeen. 
Jean (a French name of a man). 

Cannot be given accurately, but zhon is better than zhong. 
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je'er, almost in two sjlUbles. See 


Jejuna 


je-j'oon'. 


jeopard .... 


jep'ard, not urrd. 




jer-e-mi'ad ; the^ir as in Jerry. 


jerk 


notjurrk. See Advert. 


JorWn 


jerk'in, not jerk'n. See AOvert. 


Jew 


j'oo. 


Jaw«l 


j'oo'el, not uL 


JewoUer . . . 


j'ooel-er. 


jewBliy 


j'oo'el-re, not ul-re. 


Joan 


jo'an, not jo-an'. 


jooose 


jo-koaas'. 


jocuad .... 


jok'und, not jo'kund. 


Join 


not jine. 


jomty 


jol'it-e, not ute. 


Jo»tl« 


jossT, not joss-tL 


Jonmal .... 


jur'nal, not nul nor nL 


Jonat (noun and 


verb) just 


JOTtal 


jo've-al. 


joviality . . . 


jo-ve-al'it^, not ut-e. 


Jowl 


jole, rhyming wfth wAoU. 


Jaan(Eng.) . 


j'oo'an, not joo-an'. 


Juan (Span.) . 


hwan. 




j'ooljn-ant, not jooTrfl-ont. 


jubUoa .... 


'oo'bil-e, not joo1)id-e. 


Jttdaio .... 


j'oo-day'ik. 


Jn<S8fl 


Dotjedge, a vulgarism. 


judgment. . . 


judg'ment, not rount 


judicial .... 


j'oo-dish'yal, not joo-dtsh'oL 


jngolar .... 


j'oo'gu-lar, not jug'u-lur. 


jnjnba 


j'oo'i'oob. 


Julia 


j'oofyah. 


Jnlian 


i'ool'yan. 


Jnllst 


i'ooryet, not joo-le-ef. 
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Jupiter j'oo'pit-er, not urr. 



'oo-rid'ik-al, not uk-oL 

'oo^riss-kon'solt 

'oo'rist 

'oo'rofi not joc'ror. 



'oo're. 



juridical ... 
jurlBConsult . 

jurlBt 

juror 

jury ...... 

just not jest. 

juste millieu (Fr.) zhoost'meel'a'. 
justification . . juss-tif-ik-ay'shim. 

justify just'if-L 

juvenile j'oo'ven-il, not ed nor yle. 

K. 

Kangaroo. . . . kang-gar-oo'. 

keg not kehg, nor kaig, nor kag, — all which 

pronunciations, strange as it may ap- 
pear, may be heard among well-to^o 
persons within fifty miles of New 
York. 

The* wuz a tent clost by thet hed a kag o' sunthin' in it, 
"Where you could go, ef you wuz dry, an' damp ye in a minute. 

Biglow Papers, No. 3 (second series). 

kennel ken'el, not ul. 

kernel ker'nel, not nul. 

kettle not kittle. 

khan kawn. 

The English orthoepists, without exception, pronounce as 
above. Webster and Worcester permit also kan, 

kiln kil. 

kind k'ind. S^Q Guard 

Do not drawl the vowel. See L 
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kins k'iae or Idoe. See Guard. 

KirKhWBHor . keersh'voss-er. 

kltxjlwa kitch'en, not kilch'n. See Edett, 

Wte k-ite or kite. See Cttard. 

bnont nowt, rhyming with /^K/. 

kaowI«dga . . , nol'ej, not nol'ij. 

Kouuth .... kosh-shoof . 

Kyrls elolaon . kir'e-e (the w-as in spirit) el'e-iu-«n. 



lAbel lay^l, not bal nor bl. 

labial Iay1)e-al, not uL 

labor layl>or, not bur. 

laboter k/bor-er. 

labTTlntli .... lab'ir-intb ; the j^ u in lyric 
Lach«aU .... ]ak'»«iss. 
laohrymal . . . lak'rrim-al, not rum-ul. 
laduTDUMo . . lak'TTtra-oce, not laVmm-OEe. 

laok not laack. See Cbtm. 

laoonJam .... lak'on-izm. 

lad notlaad. 

lair la'er, almost in two syllables. ^ttFair. 

lamb not laam. 

lamentable . ■ - tam'ent-eb-1, not la-menfa-bl. 
lamentatton . . lam'ent-ajr"shun. 

lance lonss, not laanss. See Advanct. 

landan lan'daw. ^ 

lang syne .... lang-sign'. 
langnaga .... lang'gwaij, not gwij. 

lancnid lang'gwid. 

lanpiiab .... laQg'gwish. 
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languor lang'gwor. 

Laocoon .... lay-ok'o-on, in four syllables; not lay- 

o-koon. 
Laodamia. . . . la/-od-am-i"ah, not da/me-ah. 

lap not laap. 

lapel lap-el'. 

lamm lar'um ; the lor as in larrup* 

lar3rngeal .... lar-in'je-al. do. 

laas not laass. See Advance. 

lasaitade .... lass'it-ude, not ood. See Adduce. 

last not laast See Advance, 

latent lay'tent, not lay'tnt nor lay'tunt 

lateral lat'er al, not ul. 

lath lahth, not laath. 

This is one of the words in which the a is pronounced by all 
authorities as iny^r. Others ending in ath^ are bath ^sApath, 
In the plural all these, as well as mouth and oath^ have the sound 
of the th vocalized, as in bathe, 

Latin laf in, not lat'n. 

Smart remarks that "Lafn and /«/7, for Lat'in and pu'pil, 
are decided vulgarisms." 



latitude . 
latten . . 
latter . . 
lattice . 
laudable 
laudanum 
laugh . . 
laughing 
laughter 
launch . 
laundress 



lat'it-ude, not lat'ut-ood. 
lat'ten, not lat'n. See Eden, 
lat'er, not urr. 
lat'iss, not uss. 
lawd'eb-1, not ub-1. 
law'dan-um. 

lahf, not laaf. See Aunt, 
lahf ing, not laafing. do. 
lahf'ter, not laaf'turr. do. 
lahnch, not lanch nor lawnch. See Aunt, 
lahn'dress, not lan'dress nor lawn'dress. 
See Aunt, 
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laundry lahn'dre. See Aunt. 

Laura law'rah, or lor'ah ; the lor as mflariif. 

laurel law'rel, or lor'eL do. 

lava lah'vah. 

la^^ not lawr. 

lazitlve laks'it-iv, not ut-iv. 

lazity laks'it-e, not ut-e. 

lazar lay'zar. 

lazzaroni (Ital.) . lot-sah-ro'ne. 

leaned rhymes with cleaned; not lent 

leaped leept or lept 

learn not lurm. See Advert, 

learned when a past participle, leamd ; when an 

adjective, learn'ed. 

leaven lev'ven, not lev'n. See Eden. 

lecher letch'er. 

lechery letch'er-e. 

lecture lect'ure ; colloquially, lek'ch'oor. 

led not lehd nor laid. See Measure. 

leer le'er ; almost in two syllables. See Ear. 

leeward .... lee'ward ; in nautical parlance, loo'ard. 

leg not lehg, nor laig. See Measure. 

legato (Ital.) . . lay-gah'to. 

legend lej'end, or lee'jend. 

legendary . . . lej'end-a-rev 

legible lej'ib-1, not ub-1. 

legislator .... lej''iss-la3r'tor, not tur. 

legislature . . . lej'iss-layt-ure, not lej-iss-layt'ure. 

legitimacy . . . lej-if im-ess-e. 

legitimate . . . lej-if im-ait 

Leipsic the German city is lipe'cik ; the Ameri- 
can, leep'cik. 

leisure leez'ure ; rhyming with seizure^ not with 

pleasure. 
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leman lee'man, or lem'aiiL 

lemon lem'on. 

length • • . . . not lenth. 

lenient lee'ne-ent 

lenitive len'it-iv. 

lenity lenlt-^ 

less 

This important suffix should not be corrupted into luss or iss. 



lessor • • • • . 


. . less'or* 


lethal 


. . lee'thal. 


lethargio . . . 


. . leth-ar'jik, not leth'ar-jik. 


lethargy • • 


. . leth'ar-je« 


Lethe 


> . lee'the ; the th unvocal, as in thin. 


Lethean • • 


. . lee-thee'an. do. 


lettuce • • • . 


. . lefiss. 


levee .... 


. . lev'ee. 



Whatever its meaning, this word should always have the 
accent on the first syllable. 

level lev'el, not levul nor levl. 

leven lev'en, not lev'un nor lev'n. 

lever leeVer, not lev'er. 

leverage .... lee'ver-aij. 

levity lev'it-e, not ut-e. 

lewd Tude, not lood. See Adduce, 

lezicograplier . leks-ik-og'rraf-er, not leks-uk-og'ruf-er. 

See Rap, 

lexicon leks'ik-on, not leks'uk-un. 

liaison (Fi.) . . lee'ay'zawn'. 

liar li'ar, not li'ur; speak the / quickly. 

See/. 

libel notli'bl. 

libellous .... li'bel-uss, not li'bl-uss. 
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liberal al, not oL 

libertine . . • . lib'er-tin, not teen. 

librarian .... li-braVe-an. 

library li'bra-re, not li'bre nor li^ber-e. 

And the libery 's been shet up this ever so long. 

Hannah Thurston^ chapter iL 

license li'censs, not sunss. 

licenses li'cen-cez, not ciz. 

licentiate .... li-cen'she-ait. 

lichen li'ken, not li'kn nor litch'en. ^wEden. 

licorice lik'or-iss, not lik'er-iss. 

lien lee'en, or li'en ; not leen. 

lieutenant . . • I'u-ten'ant, or lef-ten'ant ; not loo- 

ten'unt. 
ligament .... lig'am-ent, not um-unt 

light speak the vowel quickly. See /. 

like do not drawl the voweL do. 

lilac li'lak, not li'luk ; much less li'lok. 

LiUth li'lith, not lil'ith. 

limit lim'ity not lim'ut. 

limited lim'it-ed, not lim'ut-id. 

limpet lim'pet, not pit 

Umpid lim'pid. 

limpidity .... lim-pid'it-e, not ut-e. 

line do not drawl the voweL See /. 

linen lin'en, not lin'n. See Woollen, 

lingual lin'gwal, not gwul. 

Linnasan .... lin-nee'an. 
IiinnaBus .... lin-nee'uss. 
linsey woolsey lin'ze wool'ze. 

lintel lin'tel, not linU 

liqueur (Fr.) . . lee-ker'. See note under Tout di suiU. 

liquid lik'wid, not wud. 

liquidate .... lik'wid-ait, not wud. 
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liquor lik'or, not lik'or. 

listen liss'n. 

literal lif er-al, not ul. 

literati lit-er-ay'ti. 

lithe rh3rmes with scythe; do not drawl the 

voweL See /. 
lithographer . . lith-og'rraf-er,notlith'o-graf-er. 

Utigate lif ig^ait, not lit'ug^ut 

litigioiM .... lit-ij''ass. 
Utt^ratenr (Fr.) lee'ta/rrah'ter". 

livelong liv'long. 

lizard not liz'urrd. 

loath rhymes exactly with both* 

loathe rhymes exactly with clothe, 

loathly has the th vocal, as in loathe. 

loathsome . . . has the th vocal, as in loathe. 

local lo'kal, not lold. 

locality lo-kal'it-e, not ut-e. 

loch (Gaelic, a lake) lok. 

loftily lof til-e, not lauf tul-e. See Accost. 

lofty not laufty. do. 

log not laug. do. 

logical loj'ik-al, not loj'uk-ul. 

logician lo-jish"an, not luj-ish'un. See Social, 

logomachy . . . log-om'ak-e. 

long not laung. See Along. 

longevity .... lon-jev'it-e, not laun-jev'ut-e. 
loquacious . . . lo-kway'sh'uss. See Social^ 
loquacity .... lo-kwass'it-e. 

lore lo'er, almost in two syllables. See Oar. 

loriot lo're-ot. 

loss not lawss. See Accost. 

loth rhymes with bath^ not with cloth. 

I 'm right, although to speak I 'm lawtk, 

Biglcw Papersy No. 7. 
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loud not laoud. See House* 

lough (Irish, a lake) lok. 

louis d'or (Fr.) . loo'ee-dor'. 

lounge not laounge. See House. 

louse not laouse. do. 

lout not laout. do. 

loveliness • . . luv'lin-ess, not lun-uss nor lun-iss. 

loyal lo/al, not uL 

loyalty loy'al-te, not ul-te. 

lozenges .... loz'en-jez, not loz'un-jers. 

lubricate .... lu'(l'oo)brik.ait, not loo'bruk-ait Se^ 

Adduce. 

lubrication • . . Too-brik-a/shun. ^t.^ Adduce. 

lucid Poo'cid, not loo'ced. do. 

lucidity Poo-cidlt-e, not loo-cid'ut-e. See Ad- 
duce, 

Lucifer Too'cif-er, not loo'suf-urr. See Ad- 
duce. 

luckily luk'il-e, not ul-e. 

lucre I'oo'ker, not loo'ker. See Adduce. 

Lucy Too'ce, not loo'ce. do. 

ludicrous .... Foo'dik-russ, not loo'duk-russ. do. 

lukewarm . . . Pook^warm, not looke. do. 

luminary .... roo^min-a're,notloo"mui>a're.do. 

luminous .... Too^min-uss, not loo'mun-uss. do. 

lunacy I'oo'nass-e, not loo'nuss-e. do. 

lunar I'oo'nar, not loon'ur. do. 

lunatio Too'nat-ik, not loo'nut-ik. do. 

lunette I'oo-nef. do. 

lupine I'oo'pin, or I'oo'pyne. do. 

lure I'oo'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Pure and Adduce. 

lurid roo'rid, not loo'rid. See Adduce. 

lustily lust'il-e, not lust'ul-e. 



222 PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 

lute Toot, not loot 

He capers nimbly in a lady's chilmber 
To the lascivious pleasin' uv a loot, 

ItUroductUm to B^ow Papers. 

Lutheran .... loo'ther-an. 
luzuriant . . • . higs-u'reant 
luxnrions. . . . lugs-u're-uss. 

luxury lucks'u-re. 

lyceum li-cee'um, not li'ce-um. 

Ljonnaise (Fr.) lee'un-aiz'. 

lyre li'er, almost in two syllables. See Ire. 

Speak the i quickly. See /• 



M. 



Macadamize . . mak-ad'am-ize. 
macaroni .... mak-ar-o'ne; the ar7& in arrow, 
Machiavelian . mak'e-ah-veVjran. 
machination . . mak-in-ay'shun. 
machine .... mash-een^ not mash-een'. 
machinist . . . mash-een'ist 
mackerel . . . mak'er-el, not maVrul. 
macrocosm . . mak'rro-kozm. 

mad not maad. See Clam, 

madam mad'am, not mad'um nor mad-am'. 

madame (Fr.) . mad'am'. 

Madeira .... mad-ay'rah, or mad-ee'rah. 

The latter is preferred by the orthoepists, but the former is 
the pronunciation of the natives of the island. 

mademoiselle (Fr.) madm'wah'zel'. 
madrigal .... mad'rig-al, not nig-nl. 
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masuliM . . . 


. mag-az-een', not ni-een. 


nuEdalen . . . 


. mag-dal-en. 


As the name 




pronounced in England Maudlm, 


M»Bl 


. mayji. 


masioal .... 


. maj'ik-al. 


inaglrtMlal. . 


. maj-iss-tee're-al. 


ii»e;l«tna. . . 


. maj'ias-tral. 


MaEnadurta 


. mag-'nah kar'tah. 


magnaiilmlty > 


. mag-naD-imit-e, not nun-im'ut-e. 


magnanlmou 


. mag-nan'ira-uss, not nin-tiss. 


magnesia . . . 


. mag-nee'zhe-yah. 


magnet .... 


. mag'net, not niL 


magnificence . 


. mag-nif'iss-eoss, not nss-nnss. 


magnificent ■ . 


. mag-ciriss-ent, not nss-unt. 


magnify 


. mag'nif.i, not nnf-L 


magnolia . . . 


. mag-no1e-a, rather than mag-nole'yah. 




. mayhoin.et,iiotn)a-hoin'k. 


malntonanoe . 


. main'ten-anss. not tun-unss. 


maJoUcB . . . 


. maj-ol1k.ah. 


major 


. may'jor, not majr^ur. 


majorit7 . . . 


. maj-or'ii-e. ihe <w as ta Horrid s not 




ma-jav/nit-e. 


mal & propoa (Fr.) tnarap'ropo'. 



BCalay 
mol^content 
malefaotoT 
malerolauoa 



malinger . 



laylay. 



nial.a're-ah. 

■ may-lay' not m 
, mal'kon-tent. 
, mal-e-fak'tor, 

Tnal-ev'o-lcnss, not nl-onss. 
. maHtcli-o. 

mal-tng'frer, rhyming lA'&y finger. 



mall (a maul or heavy, vooden beetle), tnavl. 
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mall (a shaded walk), mal. Pall Mall, however, is pro- 
nounced pel mel. 
malleability • . mal'e-ab-il"it-e. 
malleable. • • • mal'e-eb-L 
Mameluke • • . mam'e-Pook. 

mamma mom-mah', not mom'ah. 

mammillary . . mam'il-a-re. 
man not maan. 

Abel Stebbins requested to see the maan o' the haouse 
abaout somethin' o' consequence. — Elsie Venner^ chapter zxvi. 

manacle . • • . man'ak-1, not man'uk-1. 
manatee . . • . man-at-ee'. 
mandarin .... man-dar-een', not man'dar-in. 
mandible .... man'dib-1, not dub-1. 
mandrel .... man'drel, not man'drul. 
mandrill .... man'dril, not man'drul. * 

manage (Fr.) . . man'aizh'. 

manea may'neez. 

mangel wurzel . mang'gl woor'zl. 

mango . • . • • mang'go. 

maniacal .... man-i'ak-al, rhyming with demoniacaL 

Manichean . • . man-ik-ee'an. 

manifest .... man'if-est, not uf-est. 

manoeuvre . • . man-oo'ver. 

manor man'or, not manner. 

manor house . . man'or house. 
mansard roof . . man'sard. 
mansuetude . • man'sweet-ude, not ood. 
mantel man'tel, not mantle. 

All orthoepists agree that the sound of the " short e " should 
be preserved in the termination el^ and that the omission of it is 
a " vulgarism," — using the word in its old sense of popular^ 
common. They give, however, a list, sometimes short, and some- 
times pretty long, of words in which they consider it hopelessly 
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lost. The present author does not think the case hopeless, and 
recommends that the "shorts" sound be always retained. 
The following are the words m question : bushel^ betel ^ chattel y 
drively easel^ grovel, hazel, mangel-wurzel, mispickel, mussel, 
navel, ousel, ravel, shekel, shovel^ shrivel, snivel, swivel, and 
weasel. Consult Chapter VI. 

mantua-maker . mant'u-may'ker. 

manual man'u-al. 

manufactory . . man-u-fakt'o-re, not u-re. 
manufacture . . man-u-£akt'ure. 

manure man-ure', not oor. 

map not maap. See Clam, 

maraamua . . . mar-az'muss ; the mar as in marry. 
marchande de modes (Fr.) mar'shond'dum'ud'. 

This looks quite barbarous, but really is tolerably close to 
the correct pronunciation. 

marchioness . . mar'shun-ess. 

mare ma'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair. 
marigold .... mar'ry-gold, not ma'ry-gold. 
marital mar'it-al, the mar as in marry; not 

mar'ut-ul. 
maritime .... mar'it-ira ; the mar as in marry, 

market not kit, nor kut. 

marline mar'Iin. 

marmorean . . . mar-mo're-an. 
marquess .... mar'quess. 

Smart remarked some years ago : " Till of late marquis 
was the usual spelling, but it is now to a great extent super- 
seded by marquess, except in the foreign title." Since his day 
there has been to some extent a reaction. 

marquis (£ng.) . mar'quiss. 

marquis (Fr.) . mar'kee'. 

marriage .... mar'ij ; the mar as in marry, 

IS 
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married not merried. See Carry. 

An' sence I Ve merried into her an' stept into her shoes. 
It ain't no more 'n nateral thet 1 should modderfy my views. 

Biglow Papers^ Na 3. 

marrow not mar'oo. 

marry not merry. See Carry. 

marslial mar'shal, not shul. 

marsupial • . • marss-u'pe-al, not oo'pe-uL 

martel mar'tel, not mar'tL 

marten mar'ten, not mar'tn. See Eden, 

martial mar'sh'al, not mar'shul. See Social. 

martin mar'tin, not mar'tn. 

martingale • • • mar'tin-gail. 

martyr mar'ter, not turr. 

marvel mar'vel, not vul nor vl. 

marvellous • . . mar'vel-uss. 

Mary ma're, not may're— nor marry, in imita- 
tion of the French Marie, 
masculine . • . mass'ku-lin, not leen nor lyne. 
mask ....•• mask. 

mason may'sn, or may^son. 

massacre .... mass'ak-er. 

master mos'ter, or mas'ter ; not maas'turr. 

Mr miss'ter, an abbreviation of mister, 

Mrs miss'iss, an abbreviation of mistress^ — 

thus pronounced when prefixed to a 
proper name. 

. mas'tik-ait. 

. mas'to-don. 

. not maat See Clam. 

, mat-ee're-al, not ul. 

. not materiuUy. 



masticate . 
mastodon 
mat . . . . 
material . 
materially 



I don't propose alterin' mater'lly Miss Parley's dooties. -^ 
Elsie Venner, chapter viii. 
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maternal .... mat-er'naL 

maternity . . • mat-er'nit-e. 

mathematical . math-em-afik-al, not um-at'uk-uL 

matin mat'in, not mat'n. 

matrimony . . . mat'rim-o-ne, not mat'rum-unny. See 

Territory, 

matrix may'triks. Plural matrices; pron- 
ounced may'triss-ez, or mat'riss-ez. 

matrice may'triss. 

matron may'tron, not mafrun. 

matronal .... may'tron-al. 

matronly .... may'tron-le. 

matter not matturr. See Advert. 

mattock .... mafok, not uk. 

mattresa .... mat'ress, not mat-rass'. 

mature mayt-ure' ; colloquially may-ch'oor' ; not 

may-toor'. 

maturity .... mayt-u'rit-e ; colloquially may-ch'oo'- 

rit-e; not mat-oor'ut-e. 

matutinal. . . . mat'^u-ti'nal. 

Blanch Chunk . mawk-chunk'. 

mausoleum . . . maw-so-lee'um, not zo. 

mauvaise honte (Fr.) muv'aiz'hawnt'. 

mauvais goftt (Fr.) muv'a/goo'. 

maarim maks'im, not urn. 

mayonnaise (Fr.) may'un'aiz'. 

mayoralty . . . may'or-al-te. 

mazarine .... maz-ar-een'. 

measure mezh'ure, not maizh'ure. 

In some districts of England, and of New England also, the 

diphthong ea is still given what was no doubt its old sound in 

such words as measure and treasure^ making them "may-zure" 

and " tray-zure ; '^ and this mispronunciation naturally extends 

to some other words containing the sound of ** short e" thus 

making eg^ almost or quite " aig ; " /<f, " laig," etc. In Ireland, 
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where the language of the cultivated is supposed to resemble 
the English of Shakspeare's time much more nearly than 
does that of England or America to-day, this error obtains to 
a still greater extent. 



mechanical 
mechanist 
medal • • • 
medical. . 
medicinal 
medicine . 
mediocre . 
medium • 



me-kan'ik-al, not uk-ul. 
mek'an-ist, not un. 
med'al, not ul. 
med'ik-al, not uk-ul. 
med-iss'in-al, not un-ul. 
med'iss-in. 
mee'de-o-ker. 
mee'de-um, not mee'jum. 



« 



Dyce is what they call a meejum," explained Bute. 

Hannah Thurston, 

meerschaum . • meer'shawm. 
Meissonier (Fr.) may'sun'yay'. 



mdl6e (Fr.) 
meliorate . 
mellifluence 
mellifluent 
mellifluous 
mellovr • . 
melodrama 
Melpomene 
memoir . . 
memory • 
men .... 
manage (Fr.) 
menagerie 
mendacious 
mendacity 
meningitis 
mental . . 



• • 



may'lay'. 

meel'yor-ait. 

mel-if I'oo-enss, not loo-unss. 

mel-ifToo-ent, not loo-unt. 

mel-ifToo-uss. 

mel'o, not mel'oo. 

mel-o-drah'mah. 

mel-pom'e-nee. 

mem'war, not mee'mor. 

mem'o-re. 

not mehn, nor main. See Measure. 

may'nazh'. 

men-azh'er-e. 

men-day'sh'uss. See Social. 

men-dass'it-e. 

men-in-ji'tiss, not jee'tuss. 

men'tal, not tul nor tl. 
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mercantile . . . mer'kan-til, not teel nor tyle. See 

Advert. 
merchant .... mer'chant, not murr'chunt. See Advert* 
merciful .... mer'cif-ul, not murr'suf-uL do. 

mercury .... mer'ku-re, not mur'ker-e. do. 

mercy mer'ce, not murr'ce. do. 

mere me'er, almost in two syllables. See^'^r. 

merge not murrge. See Advert. 

meridian .... mer-id'e-an ; the mer as in merry. 
mermaid .... not murr'maid. 

merrily il-e, not ul-e. 

merriment . . . im-ent, not um-unt 

Mersey mer'ze, rhyming with kersey j not mur'ce. 

mesmerism. . . mess'mer-izm. 
message .... mess'aij. 

Let her ring this messidge loudly. 

Biglow Papers, No, i. 

messieurs (Fr.) . may'cee-oor'. 

Messrs^ abbreviation of messieurs (Eng.) mess'yerz. 

metal not mettle. 

metallurgy . . . mef'al-ur'je. 

metamorphose (verb) met-am-orToze. 

metamorphosis . met-am-or'fo-ciss ; plural, metamor- 
phoses, met-am-or'fo-ceez. 

metaphor .... mefaf-or, not uf-ur. 

metaphorical . . met-af-or'ik-al, the <7r asin orifice; not 

uk-ul. 

metaphysical . . met-af-iz'ik-al, not met-uf-iz'uk-uL 

meteor mee'te-or. 

meteorolite. . . mee"te-or'o-lite. 

meteorology . . mee'te-or-or'o-je. 

metonymy . . . met'o-nim-e, or met-on'im-e. 

metope met'o-pee. 
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metrical .... met'rik-al, not ruk-ul. 
metronome . . . met'ro-nome, rhyming with home. 
metropolis . . . met-rop'o-liss. 
metropolitan . . met-rop-orit-an. 

miasm mi'azm. 

miasma ..... me-az'mah; plural miasmata, me-az'- 

mat-ah. 
Michaelmas . . mik'el-mass. 

micher mitch'er. 

miching mitch'ing. 

microscope. . . mi'kro-skope. 

microscopic . . mi'kro-skop"ik. 

microscopy . . . mi-kros'kop-e, or mi-kros-kop'e. 

migratory . . . mi"grrat-o're, not migraturry . See Ter-' 

ritory. 

Milan miran, or mil-an' ; not mi'Ian. 

milch rhymes withyf/c^. 

mUe do not drawl the voweL See /. 

Milesian .... mil-ee'zhe-an. 

militant miHt-ant. 

military .... mil'lt-a-re, not ut-a-re. 

militate millt-ait, not ut-ait. 

miller not urr. 

milliner mirin-er, not un-urr. 

mimosa mim-o'sah. 

minchen .... minch'en, not minch'n. See Eden. 

mine speak the / quickly. See / and My. 

mineralogy . . . min-er-al'o-je. 

miniature .... min'e-at-ure, not min'at-ure. 

minor mi'nor, not mi'nur. 

minority .... min-or'it-e, the or as in sorry j not 

mun-or'ut-e. 
Minotaur .... min'o-tawr. 
minuet min'u-et, not min-u-et'. 
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minii8 

minute (adj.) . . 
minute (noun) . 

minutia 

minutisB (plural) 

miracle 

miraculous . . . 



mirage 
mire. . 



mirror 

mirth 

misanthrope • . 
misanthropic . . 
mischief .... 
mischievous . . 
mischievousness 

misconstrue . . 



misled . . 

misogynist 

misogyny 

mispickel 

missal. . 

missile . 

mistletoe 

mistress 

mite. . . 

mitigate 

mitigation 

mitten . . 

mnemonics 



mi'nuss, not min'uss. 

min-ute', not oot. 

min1t. 

min-u'she-ah, not mun-oo'shuh. 

min-u'she-e. 

mir'ak-1 ; the ir as in spirit, 

mir-ak'u-luss, not mur-ak'ul-uss ; the // 
as in spirit. 

mee'razh'. 

mi'er, almost in two syllables. See Ire> 
Be careful not to drawl the /. See /. 

not mirrur. 

not murrth. See Advert. 

miss'an-thrope, not miz'un-thrope. 

miss-an-throp'ik, not miz-en-throp'ik. 

miss'chif, not chuff. 

miss'chiv-uss, not miss-cheev'uss. 

miss'chiv-uss-ness, not miss-cheev'uss- 
nuss. 

miss-kon'stroo ; the accent on the sec- 
ond syllable. 

miss-led'. 

miss-oj'in-ist. 

miss-oj'in-e. 

mis-pick'el, or mis'pick-1. See Mantel. 

not missul nor missL 

miss'il, not miss'ul. 

miz'l-to, not missl-to. 

miss'tress, not triss nor truss. 

speak the vowel quickly. See /. 

mit'ig-ait, not ug-ait 

mit-ig-a/shun, not ug. 

mit'en, not mit'n. See Eden. 

ne-mon'iks. 
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mobU« .... 


moT)U ; not byle, nor bl, nor bed. 


mobUlt7 . . . 


mo-bil'it-e, not ut-*. 


mock 


not mank. See Broth. 


mockery . . . 


not mawkery. 


model 


mod'el, not moddle. 


modelling. . . 


mod'e)-ing. 


modem .... 


not mod'urm. 


modeat .... 


mod'est, not ist nor ust. 




mod-if-ik-ay'shun, not ui-uk-ay'shun. 


modl^ 


modlf-i, not uf-i. 


molaues -. . . 


mo-!oss'ez,ormo-lass'ei; notmul-aas'it 


moleonlar . . 


mol-ek'u-lar 


molecnlo . . . 


more-kule. 


tuomentarilT ■ 


n^o mcnt) Dot munt. 
inD"men-ta'ril-c. 


MooBOO. . . . 


mon'ah-ko. 


monad .... 


mon'ad. 


monaatery . . 


mon"ass-ter'e ; the /»*as In terrene. 


mongrel ■ . . 


mung'grrel. See Rap. 


monitor. . . . 


mon'il-or. 


monocotyledon 


mon'o-kot-il-ee"dQn. 


monogamy . . 


mon-og'am-e. 




mon'o-grram.notmon'ug-raam. 


monograph . . 


mon'o-grraph. See Rap. 


monologue . . 


mon'o-log, not lawg. 


monomania . 


nion'o-may"ne-a. 


monomaniac . 


nion'o-may"re-ak. 


monophyaite . 


Tnon-off'iss-Ile. 


monosepaloua 


mon-o-cep'al-us. 


monoayllabio 


roon'o^il-ab"ik. 


monosyllable . 


Tnon'o-dl"eb-l. 


monsieur (Fr.) 


niuss'cee-oor'. 


moor 


moo'er, almost in two syllables. See 




Accord. 
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moral notuL 

morale (Fr.) . . mo-rahl'. 

morality .... mor-al'it-e, not murr-al'ut-e. 

morass mo-rass'. 

morceau, morceauz (Fr.) mor'so'. 
mordant .... mor'dant, not dunt. 

more mo'er, almost in two syllables. See Oar. 

moribund .... mor'ib-und ; the mor as in morrow. 

morion mo're-on. 

Mormon .... not mun. 
Morpheus . . . mor'fe-uss. 
morphine .... mor'fin. 

morrow mor'o(the<7ras in/^mk^^), notmor'oa 

morsel mor'cel, not morr'suL 

mortal mor'tal, not morrtl nor morrtul. 

mortality .... mor-tal'it-e, not ut-e. 

mortar mor'tar, not morr'turr. 

mortgage .... mor'gaij. 

mortification . . mor-tif-ik-ay'shun, not tuf-uk* 

mortify mor'tif-i, not mor'tuf-i. 

Moslem moz'lem, not lum. 

moss not mawss. See Broth. 

mossy not maw^ce. do. 

mother muth'er, not muth'urr. See Advert. 

" Mother-r," interposed Randolph, with his rough endis to his 
words. — Daisy Miller. 

motherless . . . muth'er-Iess, not muth'urr-Iuss. 

• . mo'shun-less, not mo'shn-Iuss. 

• . not maound. See House. 
. . not maount do. 
. . moun'ten. Seey^//r. 
. . not mountid. 
. . not maouth. In the plural the th is 

vocalized, as in mouthe. 



motionless 
mound . 
mount • 
mountain 
mounted 
mouth . 
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nmollsfjB • • • • 

mnoilBCiliiom • • 

muliebrity . • . 

mtillein 

miillion 

moltifarioiui . . 

nmltiforiii • • • 

mnltiplo • • • • 

multiplication . 

multiply . . . . 

multitude • • • 

mulitudinous . . 

municipal • . . 

municipality . . 

munificence . . 
munificent 
mural . • . 
murderer • 
murderess 
muscovado 
muscular . 
museum 

musical . . 
musician . 
musket . . 
musk melon 
muslin . . 
mussel . . 
Mussulman 
mustache . 
mutilate . 
mutilation 
mutineer . 



nni'cil-aij, not mn'sul-ij. 

mu-cil-ajin-uss, not mu'sul^j'un-t 

mu-le-et/rit-e. 

mullen. 

mul'yon. 

mul-tif-a're-U8Sy not tuf. 

murtif-orm, not mul'tuf-omn* 

mul'tip-1, not mul'tup-L 

murtip-Iik-ay"shuiL 

murtip-lL 

mul'tit-ude, not mul'tut-ood. 

mul-tit-u'din-uss, not mulrtut-oo'dun-usi 

mu-niss'ip-al, not up-uL 

mu-niss-ip-al'it-e, not up-al'ut-e. 

mu-nif 'iss-enss, not uss-unss, or nss. 

mu-nifiss-ent, not uss-unt nor uss-nt 

mu'ral, not ruL 

not murrdrerr. 

not murrdniss. 

muss-ko-vay'do. 

muss'ku-lar, not muss'kul-ur. 

mu-zee'um, the accent on the second 

syllable ; not mu'ze-um. 
mu'zik-al, not mu'zik-ul. 
mu-zish' 'an, not mu-zish'un. See Social. 
not muskit 
not mush melon, 
muz'lin. 

muss'el, not mussl. See Mantel, 
muss'ul-man, not muss'ul-mun. 
muss-tahsh', or muss-tash'. 
mu'til-ait, not tul-ait 
mu-til-ay'shun. 
mu-tin-ee'er, not tun-eerr'. 
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mutdny xnu'thi-e, not toi-e nor tn-e. 

mutual mute'u-al. 

my do not drawl it. See /. 

Here again there is variation in American and English 
usage. In America my is almost universally spoken mi; but 
in England, when the my is unemphatic it is usually spoken 
me. In the law-courts you hear, " Me Lord ; " in churches, " In 
me Father^s house are many mansions ; " and on the stage, 
*' Sleeping within mt orchard." On the stage also the i in mine 
is made short where the word is used for my : *' A thousand 
twangling instruments will hum about min ears." 

myriad mir'e-ad ; the yr as in fyrtc. 

myrmidon . . . mer'mid-on, not murr'. See Advert 

myrrh mar, not murr. da 

myrtle mer'tl, not murr'tl. do. 

mythological . . mith-ol-oj'ik-al, not mith-ul-oj'uk-ul. 
mythology . . . mith-oro-je. 



N. 

Naore nay'ker. 

nadir nay'der. 

nag not naag. See Clam. 

naiad na/ad. 

naif (Fr.) .... nah'eef. 

naive (Fr.) . . . nah'eev', not naiv. 

naivete (Fr.) . . nah'eev'tay. 

naked naylced, not nek'id. 

nakednesa . . • na/ked-ness, not nek'id-nuss. 

nap not naap. See Clam. 

nape naip, not nap. 

narro'v^ nar'o, the ar as in arrow; not nar'oo 

nor nar'eh. 
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narro'v^ness . . . not niss, Dor nuss. 

nasal nay'zal, not zul nor zL 

nascent nass'cent 

natal na/tal, not nay'tL 

natatory .... na/tat-o-re, not na/tat-ur-e. See 7>r- 

ritary, 

national nash'un-al, not na/shn-ul. 

nationality . . • nash-un-al'it-e. 

natural naf u-ral, not natch'ur-ul. 

nature nayf ure ; colloquially, nay'ch'oor. 

Smart remarks : " It is possible to preserve the pure sound 
of / and d in nature and verdure ; yet nothing is more certain 
than that they are not preserved pure by the best and most 
careful speakers, the / and d being converted or almost con- 
verted into tsh or dsh*"* Here in America we sometimes hear 
"naifyer** from the lips of rural students; but it is not to be 
imitated. On the other hand, we must not drop into what 
Mr. James Russell Lowell calls "the vile vencher^ naycher^ 
pickcher** 

. naw'she-ah, not naw'shuh. 

. naw'she-uss. 

. naw'tik-al, not tuk-1. 

. nay'vel, or nay'vL See ManteL 

. nav-ik'u-lar. 

. nav'ig-eb-l, not ug-ub-1. 

. nav-ig-ay'shun. 

. nav^ig-ajr'tor, not ug-ay'tur. 

. ne'ar, almost in two syllables. See Ear. 

. est, not ust nor ist 

. nek-rrol-oj'ik. 

. nek-rrol'o-je. 

. tar, not tur. 

. nek'tar in. 

. na'er. See Fair, 



nausea . 

nauseous 

nautical . 

navel . . 

navicular 

navigable 

navigation 

navigator 

near . . . 

nearest . 

necrologic 

necrology 

nectar'. . 

nectarine 

ne'er. . . 
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Ddgliei (Fr.) . 


nay'glee'zhay'. 


neither .... 


oi'ther, or nee'ther. See Either. 


Nemean. . . . 


nee'me-an, not ne-mee'ao. 


NemesfB . . . 


nem'e-dss. 


nephew .... 


nev'u, better than nef u. 


nepotism . . . 


nep'o-tizm. 


nereld 


neer-e-id. 


nera 


this sufiix should be clearly pro- 




nounced. 


oesUe 


nessT, not ness'tL 


nerve 


not nurrv. See Advert. 


newolgta . . . 


nu<n'oo)-ral'je-ah, not noo-ral'juh. 


aearoUo . . . 


nu-rot'ik. notnoo-rot'ik. 


nenter .... 


nu'ter. not noo'ter. See Adduce. 


neutral .... 


nu'tral, not noo'truL 




nu'tral-ize. 


never 


not nev'urr. See Advert. 


new 


nu(n'oo), not noo. Sec Adduce. 


Newfoondland 


nu'found-land, the accent on first syl- 




lable. See Adduce. 


newly 


not nooly. do. 


New Orleans . 


no-or'le^)nz. do. 


New Tort . . 


not noo-yawk. do. 


news 


not nooz. do. 




not nooz'pa-puh. do. 


nlatawle (Fr.) 


nee'aiz'er-ee', 


niooty 


ni'cet-e, not ni'sut-e. 


niche 


nitch, not neesh. 


nickel 


nik'el, not nik'l. 


nicotine . . . 


ntk'o-tin, not nik'ut-een. 


niggard .... 


nig'ard, not urd. 


nitrogen . . . 


ni'tro-;en, not ni'truj-in. 


nobUity. . . . 


no-bil'it-e, not uf-e. 




(Fr.) nub'less'ubleeih'. 
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nootnmal .... nok-tur'nal, not nul. 
nocturne (Fr.) . nokt'yourn'. 

nomad nom'ad, not no'mad. 

nomadio • • . • no-mad'ik. 
nomenclature . no'men-klay-ch'oor. 

nominal nom'in-al, not un-ul. 

nominative . . . nom'in-at-iv, not nom'nut-iv. 

nonage non'aij, not no'naij. 

nonce nonss. 

nonchalance (Fr.) naun'sharahnss'. 

none nun, not noan ; rh3rming with run^ not 

with bone, 
nonpareil .... non-par-el', 
nonsense .... non'senss, not non'sunss nor snss. 
nonsensical . . . non-cen'cik-al, not suk-uL 

nonsuit nonss'ute, not nonss'oot 

nonsuited . . . nonss'u-ted. 

North not nawth. 

notable (meaning worthy of note), no'teb-1. 

notable (meaning thrifty, active), not'eb-1. 

nothing nuth'ing, not nah'thing, nor noth'n. 

notification. . . no'tif-ik-a3r"shun,notno'tuf-uk-ay"shun. 

notify no'tif-i, not no'tuf-i. 

notional .... no'shun-al, not ul. 
Notre Dame . . nut'ruh-dam". 

noun not naoun. See House, 

novel nov'el, not ul nor 1. 

novelty ..... nov'el-te, not ul-te. 

novice nov'iss. 

novitiate .... no-vish'e-ait. 

now not naow. See House. 

noxious nok'sh'uss, not nok^shus. See Social, 

nude n'ood, not nood, rhyming exactly with 

mewed, not with mood. See Adduce, 
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nudity n'00'dit-e, not Doo'dut-e. See Adduce. 

nuisance .... n'oo'sanss, not noo'sunss. do. 
nullification . . nurif-ik-ay''shun, not nuru£-uk-ay''shun. 

nullifjr nul'if-i, not uf-i. 

nullity nul'it-e, not ut-e. 

numerical. . . . n'oo-mer'ik-al(them^rasinxv^rrK), not 

noo-mer'uk-ul. See Adduce. 
numerous .... n'oo'mer-uss, not noo. do. 

So I advise the noomrous friends thet *s in one boat with me 
To jest up killock, jam right down their helium hard a lee. 

Biglow Papers. 

numismatic . . . n'00-miss-mat'ik, not noo. See Adduce. 

nuncio nun'she-o. 

nuptial nup'sh'al, not nup'shul nor nup'chul. 

See Social. 

nurture nur'ch*oor, not nur'cher. 

nutriment . . . n'00'trim-ent, not noo'trum-unt See 

Adduce. 
nutrition .... n*oo'trish-un, not noo. See Adduce. 
nutritive .... no'00'trit-iv, not noo'trut-iv. do. 



o. 

Oar o'ar, almost in two syllables ; not orr. 

This diphthongal sound of the vowel should be preserved, 
while carefully avoiding a guttural pronunciation of the r. See 
Fairt Ear, Ire, Accord. This incorrect guttural pronunciation 
is indicated in the column of mispronunciations by rrfolU/wing 
a vowel. ^ 

Oasis o'aciss, or o-ay'ciss* 

oases o'a-ceez, or o-a/ceez* 

oath rhymes with both* 

oaths (plural) • . rhymes with clothei. ' 
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obdnraoy .... ob'd'oo-rass-e, not (dj'doo-rnss-e. 

obdurata .... ob'd'oo.rait. 

obedi«aoe ■ ■ . o-bee'de-enss, not de-uns, much, less 

obelaance .... o-bay'sanss, not o-bee'sanss. 

obeliak ob'el-tsk, not o'bel-isk. 

obeaa o-beess'. 

obit ol^it. 

object (noun) . . ob'ject 
object (verb) . . ob-ject", 
objectivity . . . ob-jek-tivlt-e, not ut 
ebUgaHon . . . ob-lig-ay'shun, not lug. 
oblisatory . . . ob'lig-at-o're, not ub-lig'ut-o-re. 

oblige o-blije'. 

oblique ob-leek', not ub-leek", nor ob-like. 

obnozlouB . . . ob-nok'sh'uss. See Social. 

obaoene ob-ceen', not ub. 

obBcenlt^ .... ob-cen'it-e, not ub-cen'ut-e. 

obsequieB .... ob'ce-quiz, not queez. 

obBldian .... ob-cid'e-an. 

obsolete .... ob'so-leet. 

obBtinac7. . . . ob'stin-ass-e, not stun-uss-e. 

obstinate .... ob'stin-ait, not stun-it 

obtmde ob-trood'. 

obtmston .... ob-troo'zhun. 

obverse (noun) . ob'verss. 

obverse (adj.) . ob-verss'. 

oooaslou . . ok-ay'zhun, not o-ka/zhua 

oooasionally . . ok-ay'zhun-al-e. 

ooonlt ok-ult', not ok'ult. 

occurrenoe . . . ok-ur'enss, not uk-ufunss. 
occturenoes . . ok-ur'en-cez, not un-ciz. 

ooean o'sh'an, not o'shun. See Social. 

oceanic o.3he-an'ik. 

Ooeanldes - . . o-ce-an'id-eez. 
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ootagonii] .... ok-tag'on-al, not nn-uL 

ootsTO ok-tay'vo. 

octogenaiy . . . ok-toj'cn-a-re. 

octapU okt'u-pl, not okt-00'pl. 

Odeon o-dee'on, not o'de-on. 

Odin o'din, not dun. 

odlooB o'de-us, not o'juss. 

odlom o'de-um, not o'juro. 

off not awf, nor yet with the e short, as in 

hoi. See Accost. 

offence off-enss', not o-fenss'. See Accost. 

offer notawf'urr. do. 

offering not awf'ring. da 

ofBoe not awf uss. do. 

officer not awf'uss-ur. do. 

official ofr-isb"al, not uff-isb'nl nor o-fish'ul. 

See Aicost, also Social. 
offictona .... off-ish"uss, not o-fish'us. See Accost. 
oft not awft ; nor, on the other band, with 

the so short as in ttot. See Accost. 

often offn, not ofPten. See Accost. 

08l» o'gL 

ogling o'gling. 

old not ole. 

Good momin', Squire Mjr name 's Stebbina, V I "0) stoppin' 
ft 3 spell 'ith ol' Dr. Kittredge. —BlsU Vmner, chapter xjtvi. 

olden oM'en, not old'un nor old'n. 

oleoglnonfl . . . o-le-aj'^in-uss. 

oleomargarine . o'k;-o-mar"gar-in, not mar'jar-een. 

olibanmn .... o-lib'an-um. 

Olympiad. . . . o-lim'pe-ad. 

ombre (Fr.). . . awm'br. 

omega o-mee'gab, or o-meg'ah. 

t6 
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omelet om'e-let 

omen o'men, not o'mun nor o'mn. See 

Woollen, 
ominous . . • • omin-uss. 
omnipotence . . om-nip'o-tenss, not ut-enss. 
omnipotent. . . om-nip'o-tent 
omniBcience . . om-nish"enss, not om-nish'uns. See 

Social, 
omniscient . . . om-nish''ent, not om-nish'unt. See 

Social. 
omphalic .... om-fal'ik. 

onager on'aj-er. 

onerous on'er-uss. 

onion un'yun. 

only ohn'le, not un'le. 

ony 

This termination should not be dwelt upon so as to make 
it rhyme with bony^ nor should it be contracted into a rhyme 
for bunny. See Matrimony, 

onyx o'niks, not on'iks. 

opacity o-pass'it-e. 

opal O'pal. 

ophidian .... o-fid'e-an. 

ophthalmic . . . op-thal'mik, or off-tharmik. 

ophthalmy . . . op'thal-me, or o£E'thal-me. 

opinion o-pin'yon. 

Some of the orthoepists caution us not to let unaccented o in 
such words as opinion^ observe^ oppose^ command, conceal, condi- 
tion, contain, content^ possess, police, etc., degenerate into short 
or obscure u. While it is well to heed their advice, it is also 
well to remember that to make these ^*s too long is perhaps 
more objectionable than to make them too short. How un- 
pleasant, for example, to hear pedantic ignorance say po-lice 
2Lnd. po-sess ! An endeavor to avoid sounding the o like short 
or obscure u should be made with nice discrimination, as by 
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making it too long one's utterance becomes pedantic, which of 
all elocutionary faults is the worst — The Orthoepist, 

The fact is that in such unaccented syllables the o, like the 
other diphthongal vowels of the same class, simply loses its 
vanishing sound, which is 00, See Tobacco, 

opinionated . . o-pin'yon-ay-ted. 

opodeldoc . . . op-o-derdok. 

opponent .... op-o'nent, not op-o'nunt nor op'o-nent 

opportune . . . op-ort-une', not op'ur-toon. 

" Thet exception is quite oppertoon** sez he. 

Biglmo Papers, No. 5. 

opportunity . . op-ort-u'nit-e, not op-urt-oo'nut-e. 
opposite .... op'o-zit, not zyte. 

optimist op'tim-ist, not tum'ist. 

or not ur. 

This termination should never in dignified discourse be 
permitted to lose its distinctive sound. 

orange or'enj, or or'inj (the or as in sorry)^ not 

awr'inj. 
orchestra .... or'kess-trah. 

Smart recommends that when it refers to the old Greek 
stage it be pronounced or-kes/trah, 

orchestral . . . or-kess'tral, or or'kess-tral. 

orchid or'kid. 

orchis or'kiss. 

ordeal or'de-al, not orr-dee'ul. See Accord. 

ordinal or'din-al, not dun-ul. do. 

ordinance .... or'din-anss, not dun-unss. do. 
ordinary .... or'din-a-re. do. 

ore o'er, almost in two syllables, do. 

organ not gun. do. 

orgies or'jiz, not orr'jeez. do. 



244 PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 

oriel ore'e-el, not ul. 

orient ore'e-ent, not unt 

oriental o-re-enf al, not uL 

orifioe or'if-iss,notaw'ruf-iss;thetfrasini^arf^. 

oriflamme .... or'if-lam, not awr'uf-lame ; the orz&vo, 

sorry, 
origin ...... or'ij-in, not uj-un ; the ^r as in sorry. 

original o-rij'in-al, not un-uL 

Orion o-ri'on* 

orison or'iz-on ; the or as in borrow. 

ornate or'nait, not or-nait'. 

orotund or'o-tund ; the or as in morrow, 

orphan or'fan, not fun. 

orphanage . . . or'fan-aij. 
Orphean .... or-fee'an, or or'fe-an. 
Orpheus .... or^fe-uss^ or orf'uce. 
orthoepist . . . or'tho-e-pist, or or-tho'e-pist. 
orthoepy .... or'tho-e-pe, or or-tho'e-pe. 
orthography • . or-thog'rraf-e. 
ory 

This termination should not be dwelt upon so as to make it 
rh3rme with hoary^ nor should it be contracted into a rhyme 
for hurry. See Territory, 

osier o'zh'er, not o'zhur. See Social. 

ossify oss'if-i, not uf-i. 

ostensible . . . oss-ten'cib-1. 

ostler oss'ler. 

ostrich oss'tritch. 

otium o'she-um. 

ottoman .... ot'o-man, not mun. 

our not aour. 

When the vowel-sound is distorted from ah-oo into d-oo (the 
short d! as in hat)^ and when this same short a receives a strong 
nasal and the r a strong guttural enunciation, this little word 
becomes an abomination to every cultured ear. 
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onsel oo'zel, or oo^zl. See Mantel. 

onst owsst, not oosst. 

out not aout. See House. 

He 'd ben aout to Spraoules's party. The' wa Vt anything 
to hender him why he should n't stir raound I'ke other folks, — 
to taown meetin's, 'n' ly'ceums, 'n' school 'xaminations, 'n' s'prise 
parties, *n' funerals. — Elsie Venner, chapter zx. 

ontr^ (Fr.) . . . oo'tray'. 

oval not vul, nor vL 

over not ovurr. See Advert. 

owlet not lit 

oxide oks'id, not ide. 

oxygen ..... oks'ij-en, not oks'uj-in. 
oyer o'yer. 



P. 

Pacha pash'ah, or pah'shah, or pah-shaw'. 

pachalio .... pash-ah'lik. 
pachyderm . . . pak'id-erm. 
pachydermatons pak-id-er'mat-uss. 
pacification. . . pass-if'ik-a/'shun. 
pacificator . . . pass-if 'ik-a/tor. 

pacify pass'if-i. 

paean pee'an. 

pagan pa/gan. 

pageant paj'ent, not paij'ent. 

pageantry. . . . paj'ent-re. 

pagoda pag-o'dah. 

pair pa'er. See Fair. 

palace pal'ass. 

palanquin .... pal^an-keen'. 
palatal pal'a-taL 
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palate pal'ait See ate, 

palatial pal-a/sh'al. See Social, 

Palatinate . • « pal-at'in-ait 

Palatine .... pal'at-in. 

palaver pal-ah'ver, not pal-av'er. 

paleography . . pa^le-og^'iraf-e. 

palfrey pawl'f rre, or pal'frre. 

palisade . • • • . pal-iss-aid'. 

pallet not lit, nor lut 

pallid not led. 

PaU Mall .... permeF. 

palm pahm, not paam. See Alms. 

palmistry .... pal'miss-tre. 

palmy pah^me. 

palpitate .... pal'pit-ait. 

pan not paan. See Cdb. 

panegyric .... pan-ej-ir'ik ; rhyming with Pyrrhic. 

panel pan'el, not ul. 

panicle pan'ik-1, not uk-1. 

panorama .... pan-o-rah'mah, or pan-o-ray'mah. 

pant not paant. 

Pantheon .... pan'the-on, or pan-thee'on ; the th non- 
vocal, as in thin, 

pantomime . . . pan'to-mime, not pan'tum-ine. 

papa pah-pah', not pop'ah. 

papier m&ch^ (Fr-) pap'o-a/mah'shay'. 

parable ab-1, not ub-1. 

parabola .... par-ab'o-lah, notpar-ab-o'lah; the/zzras 

in parable, 

parabolic .... par-a-bol'ik ; the/^r as in/^r/z^/^. 

paradigm .... par'ad-im. do. 

paraphernalia . par'af-er-nay'^le-ah. do. 
'parasite ..... par'ass-ite (the par as m parable)^ not 

par-uss-ite. 
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parasitic .... par-ass-if ik ; the par as in parable. 

parasol par'ass-ol, or par-ass-ol'. do. 

parcel par'cel, not par'sl. 

parchment . . • not parrch'munt 

pare pa'er, almost in two syllables. See/*air. 

paregoric .... gorrik, not gawrik ; the par as in 

. parable, 
parenchyma . . par-en'kim-ah ; the/^r as in/^ro^^. 

parent pa'rent, not parrent nor pay'runt See 

Fair. 
parentage .... pa'rent-aij. 
parhelion .... par-hee'le-on. 

Pariah pah're-ah, or pa're-ah. 

parietal par-i'et-al; ^^'^ par ^& \tl partible. 

pariah not perrish. See Carry, 

An' when nine tenths o' the perrish took to tumblin' round an' 

hoUerin', 1 

I didn' fin' no gret in the way o* turnin* tu an* follerin'. 

Biglow Papers^ Na 9 (second series). 

Parisian par-izh'yan ; ^^ par z&va parry, 

parity par'it-e ; the /^ir as in //zm^/^. 

parlance .... par'lanss, not lunssi 
parliament . . . par'le-ment 
Parmesan. . . . par-me-zan'. 
parochial .... par-o'ke-al ; the//zr as in/am^/^. 
parol (a legal term) par'ol. do. 

parole (a military term) par-ole'. do. 

parricidal. . . . par-rriss-i'dal ; ^<t par z&m parry, 
parricide .... par'rriss-ide. do. 

parried not perried. See Carry, 

parrot not parrut. 

parry not perry. See Catrr^. The rr should 

be trilled. 
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parse parss. 

parsimony . • . par'cim-o-ne. 

The same rale, as to the dropping of the " vanishing sound ^' 
of the o, applies to this word as to Territory, which see. 

parterre (Fr.) . par'tair'. 

partial par'sh^al, not par'shuL See Social. 

partiality .... par-sh'al'it-e. do. 

partioipate . . . par-tiss'ip-ait, not pur-tiss'up-ait. 
participated . . par-tiss'ip-ait-ed. 
participation . . par-tiss-ip-ay'shun. 
participle .... par'tiss-ip-l, not par'tuss-ip-L 
particular .... par-tik'u-lar, not pur-tik'ul-^r. 

partisan par'tiz-an, not tuz-un. 

partner not parrt'nurr, much less pardnur. See 

Advert and Accord 
partridge .... not patridge. 

paschal pass'kal. 

pasha pash'ah, pah'shah, or pah-shaw'. 

pashalic pash-ah'lik. 

Fasquin pass'kwin. 

pasquinade . . . pass-kwin-aid^ 

pass poss, or pass, not paass. See Advance. 

passage pass'aij, not paasslj. 

passenger .... pass'en-jer. 

passing poss'ing, or pass'ing, not paass'ing. 

See Advance. 
Passover .... poss', or pass, not paass. See Advance, 
passport .... poss, or pass. do. 

past posst, or passt. do. 

pastel pass'tel. 

pastern pass'tern, not paass 'turrn. See Advert, 

pastor pass'tor, or poss'tor. do. 

paten pat'en. See Eden, 

patent pat'ent, not pay'tent. 
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paternal 
path. . . 
patbs . . 

patrimony . 

patrtotlam . 
patron 
patronage . 
patrooal 
patToneon . 
patronise . 
patten. . 
pannob . 
pear . . . 
pectoral 

peculiarity . 

peoimiary 
pedagoglo . 
pedagaglcal 
pedagogiani. 
pedagogue 
pedal (noun). 
pedal (adj.) . 
pedant 



pedicle . . 
pediment . 
peer . . . . 
Pegaana . . 
Pelagian . 



. pat'ent-ed, not pay'tent-id. 

. pat-er'nal, not put-urr'nul. 

. pahth, not path nor paath. See Alms. 

. pahtbz ; the tk vocal, as in this. 

. pay'ihoss, not path'oss nor pa/thus. 

. pat'riin-o-ne. See Territory. 

. pay'tre-ot, notpafre-uL 

■ pay'tre-ot-izm. 

, pay'tron, jiot pat'run. 

. pay'troft-aij. 

. pay'troQ-al) or pat'ron-al. 

. pay'tron-ess. 

. pay'tTou-ize, or pat'rou'ize. 

. paVten, not pat'n. See Eden. 

. pahnch, not pawnch. See Advert. 

. paer altnoslinlwosyllaUes. See/^a/r. 

. pek'to-ral, not tur-ul. 

. pe-kule'yar or pe-ku'le-ar. 

. pe-kule-yar'it-e, orpe-ku-le-ai/it-e; the 

arasinarroTi'. 
. pe-kune'ya-re, orpe-ku'oe-a-re. 
. ped-ag-oj'ik, not ped-ag-i^'ik. 
. ped-ag-oj'ik-al. 
. ped-ag-oj'izm. 
. ped'i^-og. 
. ped'at, not pedl. 
. pee'dal, not pee'dl. 
. ped'ant, not ped'unt 
. ped'ess-tal, notped'uss-tul. 
. ped'ik-1, not ped'uk-1. 
. ped'ira-ent, not ped'um-ant 

■ pe'er, almost in two syllables. See£<ir. 
. peg'ass-uss, not pe-gass'uss. 

. pel-ay'je-an. 
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pelican • • 
pellet . • • 
pellucid. • 
penal . • . 
penalty . . 
penance* . 
penances . 
Penates . . 
pencil . • • 
pendant. • 
pendent. • 
Penelope . 
penetrability 
peninsula . 
penitence . 
penitent . 
penitentiary 

pentagon . 
penult • . . 
penurious . 
peon . . . 
peony . . . 
perceptible 
perch . . . 
peremptorily 
peremptory . 
perfect (adj.) 



pel'ik-any not uk-on. 

not lit, nor lut 

pel-u'cid, not oo'cid. 

pee'nal, not pee'nul nor pee'nL 

pen'al-te, not ul-te. 

pen'anss, not unss. 

pen'an-cez, not un-ciz. 

pen-ay'teez. 

pen'cil, not pen'sul nor pen'sL 

pen'dant, not dunt. 

pen'dent, not dunt 

pen-d'o-pe. 

pen'et-rab-ir'it-e, not pen'ut-rub-il"ut-e. 

pen-inss'u-lah. 

pen'it-enss, not pen'ut-unss. 

penit-ent, not pen'ut-unt. 

pen-it-en'sh*ar-e, not pen-ut-en'shur-e. 

See Social, 
pen'tag-on, not tug-un. 
pee'nult, or pe-nult'. 
pen-u're-uss, not oo're-uss. 
pee'on. 

pee'o-ne, not pi'o-ne. 
per-cep'tib-1, not tub-L 
not purrch. See Advert, 
the accent is on the first syllable. 

do. 
not per'fick. do. 

Why, he 's 2Lperfick stranger ! 

Hannah Thurston^ chapter iL 



perfect (verb) . . the accent is on the first syllable. 

perfected .... per'fect-ed. 

perfume (noun) . the accent is on the first syllable. 
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peiAime (verb) , 

perhapa 

Try these crullers ; 



peril 

perilous. . . ■ 

period 

periodioal . . 
perjuie .... 
pdrtiiEiuetice . 
petmanent 
penult (noun) . 
pennit (verb) . 
perpendloolar 
perpetual 
PerBla. . . 

persiflage (Fr.) 



peieUt . . 

persUtenoe 
pendstent 



perspiratJon 
pers^e . . . 



perenaalon 
persnaelTe 
penual . . 



accent the second syllable. 

not per' haps nor praps. 

praps you 'I] find 'em better tl the jumbles. 

Hannah Thurston, chapter vii. 
not ul. Trill the r. 
il-uss, uot ul-uss. Trill the r, 
peer'e-od. 

pe-re-oJik-al, not uk-ul, 
per'j'oor,notpuiT'jur. 
per'raan-enss, not purr'mun-unss. 
peKman-ent, not purr'nuun-nnt 
pcKmiL 

per-pen-dik'u-lar,not purr-pun-diful-ur, 
perpet'u-al, not purr-petch'uL 
per'sh'ahi not zbuh. See Social. 
per'sh'an, not ibun. do. 

paifcee'flabzh. See note to Teul de 

suite. 
per-clsf, not purr-iisf . 
per cist'enss, not purr-zist'unss. 
per-cist'ent, notzist'unt. 
per'so-nal. not purr'sun-ul. 
per-spir-ay'shun the spir as in spirit. 
per-spi'er, almost in three syllables. 

See Accord asA Ire. 
per-sway'zhun. 
per-sway'civ, not ziv. 
per-00'^; the per as in perry, — 

slightly trilled. 
per-ooz'; the/w as in^wr)'. 
per-oo've-an, do. 

. pesslm-izm. 
pess'im-ist, not um-ist 
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pestilence 
pestilent . 
pestilential 



pestle . . 
petal . . 
petard. . 
petiole . 
petrifaction 
petrif7 . 
Petmchio 
petulance 
Peveril . 
phaeton . 
phalanges 
phalanx. 
Pharisee 



pharmaceutics . 

pharmacopceia . 
pharmacy. . 
Pharaoh . . 
pheasant . . 
philanthropic 
Philemon . . 
Philistine . . 
philologio. . 
philology • • 
philosopher 



philosophy . 
phonics . . . 



pess^til-enss, not tul-unss. 
pess'til-ent, not tul-unt 
pess-til-en'sh'al, not tul-en'shuL See 

SoHaL 
pess'l, or pess'tL 
pet'al, not pef ul nor pet'l. 
pet-ard'. 
pet'e-ole. 

pet-rif-ak'shun, not ruf. 
pet'rif-i, not ruf-i. 
pa-trooTce-o. 
pet'u-lanss, not lunss. 
pev'er-il, not ul. 

fay'et-on, in three syllables ; not fay'tun. 
fal-an'jeez* 
fal'anks. 
far'iss-e (the far as in Faraday)^ not 

uss-e. 
far-mass-u'tiks, not f ar-mass-oo'tiks, nor 

far-mak-oo'tiks. 
far'mah-ko-pee"yah, not ko'pe-ah, 
far'mass-e, not uss-e. 
f a'ro, or fa'ra-o. 
fez'ant, not unt. 
fil-an-thrrop'ik, not un. 
fi-lee'mon. 

fil-iss'tin, or fil'iss-tin. 
fil-ol-oj'ik. 
fil-ol'o-je. 
fil-oss'o-fer. 

^ova^ flossifers think. 

Biglow Papers f No. 4. 
fil-oss'o-fe. 
fon'iks. 
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phosphoresoenoefoss-for-ess'enss, not fur-ess'unss. 

phoaphorescent foss-for-ess'ent. 

phosphorio . . • foss-for'ik ; the/27r as va forest* 

phosphorus • • . foss'for-uss. 

photographer. . fo-tog'rraf-er. 

photography . . fo-tog'rraf-e. 

phrenologio . . frren-ol-oj'ik. 

Phrygian .... frrij'e-an, not un. 

phthisic • • • . tizlk. 

phthisical .... tiz'ik-al. 

phthisis ti'ciss. 

physical .... fiz'ik-al, not fiz'uk-ul. 
physiognomy . . fiz-e-og'no-me, not fiz-e-on'o-me. 

pianist pe-ah'nist, not pe-an'ist 

piano forte . • . pe-ah'no f or'tay, not peanno fort 

piazza (£ng.) . • pe-az'ah. 

piazza (Ital., meaning a square, or public place) pe-ot'sah. 

picked (adjective, meaning sharp) pick'ed. 

picked (participle) pickt 

pickerel .... pik'er-el, not ul. 

pictnre picf ure, colloquially pik'ch'oor ; not 

pik'cher. 

piebald pi'bawld. 

pied rhymes with side. 

pietism pi'et-izm. 

pigeon pij'on, not pij'in nor pij'n. 

pigment pig'ment, not munt. 

pilaster pil-ass'ter. 

pillar pil'ar, not ur. 

pillion piryon. 

pillow pil'o, not pil'oo. 

pilot pilot 

pincers pin'cerz, not pinch'ers. 

pinchbeck . . . pinch'bek, not bak. 
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piquant pee'kant 

pique peek. 

piracy pi'rrass-e. 

pirate pi'rrait 

piratical .... pi-rrat'ik-al, not uk-ul. 

piBcatory .... pis'kat-o-re, not piscaturry. See 7^- 

ritory, 

pistil piss'til, not piss'tL 

pistol piss'tol, not piss'tl. 

pitiful pit'if-fulL 

placable .... pla/keb-l. 

placard (both noun and verb) plak-ard'. 

placid plass'id, not ed nor ud. 

placidity .... plass-id'it-e. 

plagiarism • . . play'j'ar-izm, not play^jur-izm. See 

Social. 

plagiarist .... play'j*ar-ist, not play' jur-ist ^^^ Social. 

plagiary play'j'ar-e. da 

plaid plad. 

plaister plass'ter. 

plait rhymes with mate^ not with mat. 

plan not plaan. See Cab. 

planet not planit. 

plank not plaank. See Cab. 

plantain plan'ten. See A in. 

plaster plass-ter or ploss'ter, not plaass'turr. 

plateau plot-o'. 

platen plat'ten, not plat'n. See Eden, 

platina plat'in-ah. 

platinum .... plat'in-um. 

platitude .... plat'it-ude, notplat'ut-ood. St^ Adduce. 

plausibility . . . plaw-zib-irit-e, not plaw-zub-il'ut-e. 

plausible .... plaw'zib-1, not zub-1. 

pleasant plez'ant, not plez'unt nor pla/zent 



PROI^OUNCING VOCABULARY. 2$% 



pleasantry 
pleaaaie . 
plebelaa ■ 
Pleiad . . 
FleUdes . 
pleuarjr 



plez'ant-re, not unt 

not play'zhure. See Measure. 

ple-bee'yan. 

plee'yad. 

plee'yad-eez. 

plee'nar*, or plen'ar-e. 
plenlpotentlaiT plen1p-o-ten"sh'ar-e, not plen'up-ut- 

en"Bhur-e. See Social. 
pl«ntifnl .... not tuf-uL 
pletbora . • . > pleth'o-rah. 

plethoiio .... pleth-or'ik (the itt as in forest), not 
pleth'o-rik. 

pleniiay pl'oo'rriss^, not ploo'russ-e. 

pliant pli'ant, not unt 

plover pluv'er, not plo'ver. 

plongh notplaow. Se^ House. 

plnmo pl'oom, not ploom. See AMiue 

plural pl'oo'ral, not ploo'rul. do. 

plurality .... pl'oo-ral'it-e. do. 

pnenmatio . . . nu-mat'ik, not noo-mal'ik. do. 

poem not po'um. 

poat notpo'it 

poetloal po-etlk-al, not uk-uL 

poetry po'et-re, not po'it-re. 

polgnanoy . . . pojr'nan'Ce. 
poignant .... poy'nant 

polar po^r, not lurr. 

police iM-leess', not po'leess'. 

policy pol'iss-e, not uss«. 

politloal pol-ifik-al. 

Vi ea f'litie^lt conshunccs come into wearin'. 

Biglato Paptrs, No. 4. 

polity pol'it-e, not ut-e. 

pollard pollard, not lurd. 



256 



PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 



pollute • . . 
polluted • . 
pollution . . 
polonaise • . 
polygamist . 
polygamy. . 
polyglot . . 
Polyhymnia 
polype . • . 



polyeyllabio 
pomade . . . 
ponmiel. . . 
Fompeia (Lat; 



. pol-ute', not cot 
. pol-u'ted, not oot'id. 
. pol-u'shun. 
. po'lo-naiz. 

. pol-ig'am-ist, not pol-ig^um-Ist 
. pol-ig'am-e, not pul-igfmn-e. 
. pol'e-glot 
. pol'e-him"ne-ah. 
. porip. 

. pore-cil-ab"ik. 
. po-maid'. 
pum'el. 
in) pom-pee'yah. 
. pom-pay'ee. 



ponder . • 
ponderable 
pontifical . 
Pontine . . 
popular . . 



Pompeii (Ital 

Pompeii (Eng.) . pom-pee'ji. 

Pompeium (Latin) pom-pee'yum. 



. not pon'durr. See Advert, 

. pon'der-eb-1. 

. pon-tifik-al. 

. pon'tin, not teen. 

. not pop'ul-ur. 

Struttin* round z&popler as a hen with one chicking. 

Biglow Papers J No. i, 

popularity . . . pop-u-lar'it-e (the lar as in larynx), 
porcelain .... por'ce-lain. 

porcine por'cyne, not por'ceen. 

pore po'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Oar. 

pork not porrk. See Accord, 

port not porrt. do. 

portal por'tal, not porr'tl. See Accord, 

porte-monnaie (Fr.) port'mun-ay'. 

portent por-tent', not por'tent 

portentous • . . por-ten'tuss, not chuss, nor shuss. 
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portico por'tik-o, not tuk-o. 

poBition po-zish'un. 

The o in the first syllable follows the rule by which in unac- 
cented syllables it loses its "vanishing sound,** but it does 
not thereby degenerate into uA. 

possess poz-ess'. 

possibility . . . poss-ib-il'it-e. 

possible poss'ib-1, not ub-1. 

postal aly not ul. 

posterior .... poss-tee're-or. 
posterity .... poss-ter'it-e ; the ter as in terrible. 
posthumoua . . possf hu-mus, not oo-muss. 
postilion .... post-il'yon. 
postulate .... posst^u-lait. 

postulatory . . . posst"u-lat-o're, not posst'u-lat"-ur-ee. 

See Territory. 

posture posst'ure. 

potable po'teb-1, not tub-1. 

potent po'tent, not tunt 

potentate. . . . po'ten-tait. 

pounce not paounce. See House, 

pound not paound. do. 

pout not paout do. 

pour po'ur, almost in two syllables. See Oar. 

power not paower. See House and Our. 

Powhatan . . . pow-hat-an'. 

practical .... prrak'tik-al, not prak'tuk-uL St,tRap. 

pragmatical . . prrag-mat'ik-al, not maf uk-ul. do. 

prairie prra're. See Rap and Fair. 

prank prrank, not praank. See Cab and Rap^ 

prayer prra'er, not prarr. See ^<a:/r and J?^. 

prebend prreb'end, not pre'bend. See Rap. 

prebendary . . . prreb'end-a-re. do. 

17 
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pr909dmoB • • • prre-ceed'enss ; never press'e-denss. 

See Rap. 
precedent (noun) prress'e-dent. See Rap. 
precedent (adj.) prre-ceed'ent da 

precipice . . . prress'ip-iss, not up-ias. See Rap. 
precipitate . . . prre-cip'it-ait do. 

precise prre-cice', not cize. do. 

precisely .... prre-cicele, not cize-le. do. 
preclude .... prre-kl'ood', not klood. See Ad^tce 

and Rap. 
precluded. • • . prre-kl'oo'dedy not kloo'did. do. 
precocious • • . prre-ko'sh'uss. See iSb^^ and ^^. 
precocity .... prre-koss'it-e. See Rap. 
predacious . . . piTe-da3r'sh'uss. See Social and Rap. 
predatory .... prred"at-o're. See Rap. 
predecessor . • prred-ess-ess'or, not uss'ess-ur. See 

Rap. 
predestinate • . prre-dess'tin-ait. See Rap. 
predicate .... prred1k-ait, not uk-ait. do. 
predilection . . prre-dil-ek'shun, not pred-il-ik'shun. 

See Rap. 
predominance . prre<lom'in-anss, not un-unss. Se^Rap. 
predominant . . prre-dom'in-ant. do. 

preface (noun and verb) always prref ace, never prje'face, 

nor pre-face'. See Rap. 
prefatory .... prref'at-o're, not prefaturry. See 7>r- 

ritory and Rap. 

prefect prree'fect, not prefect See Rap. 

prefecture . • • prree'fekt-ure, or prrefekt-ure. See 

Rap, 
prefer prre-fer', not furr. See Advert and 

Rap. 
preferable • • • prref er-eb-1, not pre-fer'ub-l. See Rap. 
prefigure .... prre-fig'ure, not fig'ur. da 
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prefix (noun) • • prree'fiks. See Rap. 

prefix (verb) . . prre-fiks'. do. 

prehensile . • • prre-hen'cil, notsulnorsyle. St^Rap. 

prelate prreFait, not pree'lait do. 



prelatnre • • • 
prelude (noun) 
prelude (verb) 
premature • • 
premier (Fr.) . 
premier (Eng.) 
premise (noun) 
premise (verb) 
prepense . . . 
preposterous • 
presage (noun) 
presage (verb) 
Presbyterian . 
presbytery • • 

prescience • • 
prescient . • . 
presence • . . 



prrel'at-ure. See Adduce, do. 

prrerude,notpree'lood. do. do. 

prre-lude', not pre-lood'. do. do. 

prree'mat-ure, not oor. da do. 

prrem'yay'. do. 

preem'yeer, or prrem'yeer. do. 

prrem'iss. da 

prre-mize'. do. 

prre-penss'. da 

prre-poss'ter-uss. do. 

prress'aij. do. 

prre-saij'. do. 

prress-bit-ee're-an. do. 
prress'bit-er-e ; the er as in errant. 

See Rap* 
prree'she-enss, not shunss. 
prree'she-ent, not shunt, 
prrez'enss, not unss. 



present (adj. and noun) prre/ent 
present (verb) . prre-zenf. 



presentation . 
presentiment • 



See Rap. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



presentment 
preservatory 

presidence • 
president . . 



prre2'en-ta3r"shun. 

prre-cen'tim-ent, not zen'tum-unt. See 

Rap. 
prre-zent'ment See Rap. 
prre-zer"vat-o're, not pre-zurr'vat-ur-ee. 

See Rap and Territory. 
prrez'id-enss, not ud-unss. See Rap. 
prrez'id-ent, not ud-unt. do. 

That oust the untrustworthy Presidunt Flam, 
And stick honest Presidunt Sham in his place. 

Biglow Papers, No. 4. 
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pr68ti£|0 



prestise (Fr.) • 
presume • • • 
presmning . . 
preeumptaoiui 



pretence • 
pretences . 
pretentioiia 
preterite • 
pretext • . 
prettily . . 



prettlnesfl . 
pretty • • • 

prevaricate 



prevarication 
preventive 
primal. . • 
primarily • 
primary . . 
primitive . 
princess. . 



principal . 
principality 
prior . . . 
prism . • . 
prison. . . 
pristine . . 
privacy . . 
privilege . 



prress'tij) or press'teezh. See Rap and 

note to Tout de suite, 
prress'teezh'. See Rap. 
prree^ume', not zoom. See Rap. 
prreez-u'ming, not oo'ming. do. 
prre-zump'tu-uss, not zump'shuss. See 

Rap. 
prre-tenss', not pree'tenss. See Rap. 
prre-ten'cez. do. 

prre-ten'sh'uss. See Social do* 
prrefer-it. do. 

prre-texf , or pree'text do. 

prrit'il-e, not pret'ul-e nor prefil-e. 

See Rap. 
prrifin-ess. See Rap 
prrit'e, not pref e, per'te, nor put'e. See 

Rap. 
prre-var'ik-ait ; the ^zr as in barrel. 

See Rap. 
prre-var-ik-ay'shun. See Rap. 
prre-vent'iv. do. 

prri'mal, not mul. do. 

prri'ma-ril-e, not mur-ul. do. 
prri'ma-re. do. 

prrim'it-iv. da 

prrin'cess, not prin-cess', nor prin'suss. 

See Rap. 
prrin'cip-al, not prin'sup-uL. See Rap. 



prrin cip-al'it-e. 

prri'or. 

prrizm. 

prriz'on. 

prriss'tin, not tyne. 

prri'vass-e, not vuss. 

prriv'il-ej, not priv'ul-ij. 



do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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privilegea . 



privily. . • 
probability 
probable . 
probate . . 
probatory . 
probity . . 
problem . 



prriv'il-ej-ez, not priv'ul-ij-iz. See Rap. 



. . prrivil-e, not ul-e. do. 

. . prrob-ab-irit-e, not prob-ub-irut-e. do. 

. . prrob'eb-1, not prob'ub-L See Rap. 

. . prro'bait. do. 

. . prro'bat-o-re. do. 

. . prrob'it-e, not pro'but-e. do. 

. • prrob'Iem, not prob'lum. do. 
problematical . prrob lem-at'ik-al, not prol>lam-af ak-uL 

See Rap. 

proceed prro-ceed'. See Rap, 

proceeds .... prross'eeds^ not pro'ceeds. See Rap. 

process prross'ess. do. 

procession . . • prro-cesh'un. do. 

processional . . prro-cesh'un-aL da 

proems verbal (Fr.) prruss'sa3r'vairn[)al'. do. 

prodigal prrod'ig-al, not ug-ul. do. 

prodigality . . . prrod-ig-al'it-e. do. 

prodigious . . . prro-dij"uss. See Social, do. 
prodigy .... prrod'ij-e, not uj-ee. do. 

produce (noun) . prrod'uce, not prod'ooce, nor pro'dooce. 

See Rap^ also Adduce. 
produce (verb) . prro-duce', not pro-dooce'. See Rap. 

Struck in 'n' p^doosed moVf 'cation, — so they say. — ElsU 
VenneTf chapter z. 

product prrod'uct See Rap, 

proem prro'em, not um. See Rap. 

profession . • . prro-fesh'un. do. 

professional . . prro-fesh'un-al. do. 

proficient .... prro-fish'ent, not unt. do. 

profile (noun and verb) prro'feel, prro'fil, prro'fyle, or 

prro-feel'. See Rap. 

The student may follow his own taste in the pronunciation 
of this word, as usage varies. The Author prefers /ro^^/ when 
a noun, 2jA pro-fee^ when a verb. 
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profitable .... prrof it-eb-1, not prof ut-ub-L See Rap. 
profligaoy .... prroflig-ass-e, not lug-uss-ee. do. 
profligate .... prrof lig-ait, not lug-it do. 

profoae prro-fiice', not fuze. da 

profusely .... prro-fiicele. da 

prognathous . . prrog-na/thuss. da 

progress (noun) prrog'ress. do. 

progress (verb) . prro-gress'. da 

project (noun) . prroj'ect da 

project (verb) . prro-jecf. do. 

projectile .... prro-jek'til, not teel nor tyle. da 

prolix prro-liks'. do. 

prolixity .... prro-liks'it-e, not ut-e. do. 

prologue .... prrorog, not pro'lawg. do. 

promenade . . . prrom-en-ahd', or prrom-en-aid'. See 

Tout ensemble and Rap, 
prominence. . . prrom1n-enss, not un-unss. See 

Rap. 
prominent . . . prrom'in-ent, not un-unt. See Rap. 
promiscuous . . prro-miss'ku-uss. do. 

promptitude . . prrompt'it-ude, not ut-ood. do. 
promulgate . . . prro-mul'gait, not prom'ul-gait do. 
promulgation. . prro-mul-gay'shun. do. 

pronunciation . prro-nun-she-ai'shun. do. 

proof like all words in oof^ has the oo long, as 

in boot^ pool; not short, as in foot^ 

wool. 
propensity . . . prro-pen'cit-e, not snt-e. See Rap. 
prophecy . . . • prrof ess-e, not prof 'ess-i. do. 
prophesy .... prrofess-i. do. 

prophet prrof et, not it nor ut. do. 

prophetical . . . prrof-ef ik-al, not uk-ul. do. 

propitiate .... prro-pish'e-ait. do. 

propitiation . . prro-pish'e-ay"shun, not pro-piss'e-ay"- 

shun. See Rap, 



PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY, 



263 



proposal . 
prosaic . • 
prosodiaoal 
prosodial • 
prosodical 
protest (noun) 
protest (verb) 
prosperity • . 

Prospero . . • 
prosperoua . . 

prostitute. • • 
prostitation . 



See Rap. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



prro-po'zal, not zul. 

prro-zay'ik. 

prross-od-i'ak-al. 

prro-so'de-al. 

prro-sod'ik-al. 

prrot/est, or prro'test 

prro-test'. 

prross-per'it-e (the /^ as xn peril) ^ not 
ut-e. See Rap, 

prross'per-o. See Rap. 

prross'per-uss (the per as in peril). 
See Rap. 

prross'tit-ute, not tut-oot See Rap. 

prross-tit-u'shun, not oo'shun. do. 

do. 
do. 

prro'te-in. do. 

prro-tem'po-re, not tem'pore. do. 

prrot'ess-tant, not iss-tunt do. 

prrot-ess-tay'shun. do. 

prro-thon'o-ta-re. do. 

prro-trood^ See Rue and Rap. 

prro-troo'zhun. do. 

prro-troo'civ, not ziv. do. 

prro-tulber-anss, not too'ber-unss. See 
Rap and Adduce. 

prro>tul3er-ant. See Rap and Adduce. 

proud not praoud. See House and Rap, 

proven prroov'en. See Rap, 

This word is sometimes incorrectly used for ** proved." Ac- 
cording to Scotch law, if a jury regards the evidence as not 
strong enough legally to establish the guilt of an accused per- 
son, and yet doubts his innocence, it may bring in a verdict of 
"not proven." 



protasis prrot'ass-iss. 

prot^g6 (Fr.) . . prro'tay'zhay'. 

proteine . . . 

pro tempore . 

Protestant . . 

protestation . 

prothonotary . 

protrude • • . 

protrusion . . 

protrusive 

protuberance . 

protuberant . 



. . 
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Provengal (Fr.) . pmlv'ahIl'sal^ See Rap. 

Provence (Fr.) . prruv'ahnss^. do. 

proverb prrov'erb, not urrb. See Accord and 

Rap. 
proverbial . . . prrov-erl)e-al, not prrav-urrl>e-uL See 

Rap. 
provided .... prrov-i'ded. Seei?^^. 

I always take care to htpervided, 

Hannah Thurston^ chapter vi. 

providence . . • prrov^id-enss, not ad-unss. See Rap. 

The wsuters on Providunce here in the dty. 

Bigiaw Papers^ No. 4. 

. . prrovld-ent, not ud-unt. See Rt^. 
. . prrov'inss, not enss or unss. do. 
. . prrov-in'sh'al, not pruv-in*shul. 

Rap ; also Social. 
. . prrov-ok-ay'shun. See Rap. 
. . prro-vok'at-iv, or prro-voTcat-iv. 
Rap. 
provost (the chief of a corporation or other body) 

prrov'ust. See Rap. 
provost (a military official) prro-vo', or prrov'ust See 

Rap. 
. not praow. See House and Rap. 
. not praow'uss. do. 

. prrood. See Rap and Rue. 

. prroo'denss, not dunss. do. 

. prroo'dent, not pr'oo'dunt. do. 

"Kz preudunt statesmun say. 

Biglow PaperSf No. 7. 

prune prroon, not proo'en. See Rap and Rue. 

prurience .... prroo're-enss, not unss. do. 



provident, 
province . 
provincial . 

provocation 
provocative 






See 



prow . . 
prowess 
prude . . 
prudence 
prudent . 
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prurient. 
Fnuutia . 

FniBsian 
pruBBio • 
psalm . • 
psalmist 
psalmody 
psalms • 
psalter . 
psendo . 
Psyche . 
ptarmigan 
pterodactyl 
Ptolemaic 
Ptolemy. . 
publican . 
publicity . 
puerile . . 
puerility • 
pugnacious 
pugnacity . 
puisne. •'• 
puisny. . . 
puissance . 
puissant 
pullet • . • 
pumice . • 
pummace . 
pumpkin • 
punctual . 
punctuality 
puncture . 
pungent . . 



prroo^re-ent, not unt See Rap and Rtte, 
pmish''ah, not prush'uh nor proo'shuh. 

See Rap, 
pmish'^an, not proo'shun. See Rap. 
pmiss'ik. do. 

sahm, not sam nor saam. 
sah'mist, not sam'ist nor saam'ist 
sal'mo-de, not sah'mo-de« 
sahmz. See Alms. 
sawl'ter. 

su'do, not soo'da See Adduct. 
sy'kee. 

tar'mig-an, not un. 
terro-dak'tily not tul. 
tol-e-may'ik. 
tol'e-me. 

publik-an, not luk-un* 
pub-liss'it-e, not ut-e. 
pu'er-il, not eel nor ile. 
pu'er-iPit-e. 

pug-na/sh'uss. See Social. 
pug-nass'it-e. 
pu'nee. 
pu'nee. 

pu'iss-anss, not pa-iss'anss. 
pu'iss-ant, not pu-iss'ant 
rhymes with bullet. 
pum'iss, or pn'miss. 
pum'aiss. 

pump'kin, not punk'in. 
punkfu-al. 
punkt-u-al'it-e. 
punkt'ure. 
puo'jent, not junt 
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ponirnhment . • • pun'ish-ment, not miint. 
Punjab, Punjaub pun'jawb. 

pupil pu'pil, not pu'pL See Latin. 

pure pu'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Accordy EaTy Ire^ and Oar. 
purification . . . pu-xif-ik-a/shun, not nif -uk. 

purify pu'rif4, not ruf. 

puritan pu'rit-an, not nit-un. 

puritanical . . . pu-rit-an'ik-al, not rut-an'uk-uL 

purity pu'rit-e, not rut-e. 

purport (noun and verb) pur'port, not pur-port'. 

pursue purss-u', not purss-oo'. 

pursuer purss-u'er, not purss-oo'er. 

pursuit purss-ute', not purss-oot'. 

pustule pust'ule, not ooL 

put rhymes wi^foot^ not with but. 

pygmean .... pig-mee'an, not pig'me-an. 

pyramid • . . • not um-id. 

pyramidal • . . pir-am'id-al ; the//r as in j]^/W/. 

pyre pi'er, almost in two syllables. See Ire. 

pyrites pir-i'teez ; the pyr as in Pyrrhic. 

Pyrrhic rhyming with lyric. 

Pythagorean . . pith-ag-o-ree'an. 

Pythian pith'e-an. 

Python pi'thon. 

Pythoness . • . pith'o-ness, not pi'tho-nuss. 



Q. 

Quack kwak, not kwaak. See Cah. 

quadrant .... kwod'rant, not runt, 
quadrille .... kad-ril', not kwod-ril'. 
quadrumanous . kwod-roo'man-uss. 
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qnafl kwoff or kwa^ not kwaaS. 

qnagga kwag'ah. 

qaarer kwag'e. 

quagmire . . . ■ kwag'roi-er. 
qoal (Fr.) .... Lay. 
qnallflOfttloii . • kwol'if-ik-aj^'shun. 

qnallfy kwol'if-i. 

quality kwol'it-e. 

quaint kwahm. 

qnandary .... kwon-da're. 

Webster is the only authoritjr (with one or two minor ortho- 
epists) who accents this word on the first syllable ; but qwon'- 
da-re is cert^nlj the usual pronunciation in this country. 

qnurel kwor'rrel. %t,tRap. 

quarreUome . . kwoi'irel-suTn. 

qnasb kwosh, cot kwash. 

qnaasla kwosh'e-ah. 

quay kee. 

qaelqne oboao (Fr.) kel'kuh-shoie'. 
qnernloiu . . . kwcr'uI-Qss ; 'Cameras In berry. 
qoioioenaa ■ ■ . Icwi-ess'eDss, not nnss. See /. 
qaieaoent .... kwi-ess'ent, not unt do. 

qniet kwi'et; do not drawl tbc vowel See/. 

quietude .... kwi'et-ude, not ut-ood. do. 

quinine kwin-ine'. do. 

The pronunriation commonly beard among medical men in 
this country is fe-nrnw*, — perhaps brought ^k by them from 
their studies in Europe. 

qoluay kwin'ze. 

quintal kwin'tal, not toL 

qnlDtesMuce . . kwint-ess'enss. 

q'«l'» kwi'er,a]inostmtwosylIables. See/ir«. 
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quiver ...... kwiv'er, not urr. 

qui Vive (Fr.) . . kee'veev'. 

quoit kwoit, not kwait 

quota .«..•• kwo'tah, not ko'tah. 

quote kwote, not kote. 

quoth kwuth. 

quotient . . • . kwo'sh'ent, not ko'shunt See Social. 



R. 



Rabbi rraVL See Rap. 

rabbit .•••.. rrab'it. do. 

raoeme rrass-eem', or rrass'eem. See Rap. 

rack rrak) not raak. See Cab and Rap. 

radial rray'de-al, not ul. See Rap. 

radiance .... rray'de-anss, not ray'de-unss norrajK- 

junss. See Rap. 

radiant rray 'de-ant. See Rap. 

radical rrad'ik-al, not uk-ul. See Rap. 

radish rrad'ish, not red'ish. do. 

radix rra/dix. do. 

raft rroff t or rraft, not raaft. do. 

rafter rrafFter. do. 

ragout (Fr.) ... rrag'oo'. do. 

raillery rral'er-e, not rail'er-e. do. 

raieonn^ (Fr.) . ray'zun'ay'. do. 

rajah rrah'jah. do. 

ramadan .... rram-ad-an'. See Cab and Rap. 

ramification . . rram'if-ik-ay"shun. do. 

ramify rram'if-i. do. 

ran rran, not raan. do. 

rancid ....... rran'cid. do. 

rancidity .... rran-cid'it-e, not ut. do. 
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rancor rrang'kor. See Cab and Rap. 

rancorona. • • • rrang'kor-uss. do. 

rap rrap. 

The letter r should not have its liquid sound at the begin- 
ning of a syllable, but its so-called consonant-sound ; that is, it 
should be slightly trilied with the tip of the tongue, precisely 
in the same manner, though not quite to the same degree, as in 
French. This slight trill, which gives great life and vigor to 
the speech, takes place whether the r stands alone, as in Rap, 
Ride, Run, or is preceded by one or more consonants, as in 
Brand, Crash, Frown, Groan, Proud, Phrase, Scrape, Shriek, 
Sprite. All authorities are in agreement on this question, but 
unfortunately great negligence prevails in practice. 

This consonant-sound of the r is indicated by doubling it 
before the vowel. 

rapid rrap'id. See Cab and Rap. 

rapidity rrap-id'it-e. do. 

rapier rra/pe-er. St^Rap. 

rapine rrap'in, not yne, nor een. do. 

rare rra'er; almost in two syllables. See 

Fair and Rap. 

rarity itty, not utty. See Rap. 

rascal rrass'kal, not raass'kl. See Advance 

and Rap. 
rascality .... rrass-kal'it-e. See Rap. 
raspberry. . . . rraz'beny. do. 

rat rrat, not raat See Rap and Cab. 

ratel rra/tel, not ra/tl. See Rap. 

rather rrah'ther, not raa'thur. do. 

ratio. . k • . . . rra3^she-o. do. 

ration rra/shun, not rash'un. do. 

This last is the common pronunciation of the lower ranks in 
the army. 
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rational rrash'un-al, not ra/shun-uL See Rap. 

Wut did God make us raytional creeturs fer ? 

Biglow Papers, No. 3. 

ravage rrav'aij, not ij. See Rap, 

ravel rrav'el, or rrav'L See Mantel zxA Rap. 

raven (noun, a bird) rray'ven. See Rap. 

raven (verb) . . rrav'en. do. 

ravin (noun, plunder) rrav'in. da 

ravine rrav-een'. do. 

ravishment . • • rraVish-ment, not munt do. 
razor .••••• rray'zor. do. 

readily rred'il-e, not ul-e. do. 

readiness .... rred'in-ess, not uss. do. 

real ^ rree'al, not reel. do. 

realization . . . rre-al-i-zay'shun. do. 

really rre'al-e, not reeFe. do. 

rear rree'ar; almost in two syllables. See 

Ear and Rap. 
rearguard .... rrear'g'ard. See Rap and Guard. 

reason rree'zn, or rree'zon. See Rap. 

rebel rreb'el, not reb'L do. 

recent rree'cent, not sunt. do. 

recently .... rree'cent-le. do. 

receptacle . . . rre-cep'tak-1. do. 

receptivity . . . rress-ep-tiv'it-e, not re-cep-tiv'ut-ee. 

See Rap. 

recess rre-cess', not ree'cess. See Rap. 

Rechabite . . . rrek'ab-ite, not ub. See Rap. 

recipe rress'ip-ee, not up. do. 

recipient .... rre-cip'e-ent. do. 

reciprocal . . . rre-cip'ro-kal, not kul. do. 
reciprocity . . . rress'ip-ross'it-e. do. 

recitative .... rress-it-at-eev'. do. 
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recognizable 
recognizance 
recognize . . 
recollect . . 
recondite • • 



reclamation . . rrek-lam-ay'shun. See Rap. 

recluse rre-kluce'(kl'ooss'), not klooss. See 

Rap and Adduce, 

. rrek"og-ni'zeb-L See Rap. 

. rrek-og'niz-anss. do. 

. rrek'og-nize. do. 

. rrek-ol-ekt'. do. 

. rrek'on-dite, or rre-kon'dit 
reconnaissance . rrek-on'ay-sonss. 
reconnoissanoe . rrek-on'ay-sonss. 
reconnoitre. * . rrek-on-oy'ter. 
record (noun) • . rrek'ord. 
record (verb) . . rrek-ord'. 
recourse .... rre-koerss^ 

recreant rrek'rre-ant. 

recreate (to amuse) rrek'rre-ait 
recreate (to create anew) rree-krre-ait'. 
recreation (amusement) rrek'rre-ay"shun. 
recreation (creating anew) rree'krre-ay^shun. 



recruit • . 
recruited . 
rectification 
rectify. . . 
rectitude . 
rector . . • « 
recumbent 
recurrence 
recurrent . 
recusance • 
recusancy . 
recusant . 
red .... 



redolence 



rre-krroof. 

rre-krroo'ted. 

rrek-tif-ik-a/shun. 

rrek'tif-i, not tuf-i. 

rrek'til-ude, not tut-ood. 

rrek'tor. 

rre-kum'bent 

rre-kur'rrenss. 

rre-kur'rrent. 

rrek'u-zansS) or rre-ku'zanss. 

rrek-u'zan-ce. 

rrek'u-zant 

rred, not rehd nor raid. See Measure 

and Rap. 
rred'o-lenss, not unss. See Rap. 



See Rap. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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redolent .... rred'o-lent, not unt. See Rap. 

reduce rreed-uce' not reed-ooce'. See Adduce 

and Rap, 

rednoes rreed-u'cez. See Rap. 

redundanoy . . rre-dun'dan-ce, not dun-ce. See Rap. 
redundant . . . rre-dun'dant, not dunt. do. 

refer rre-fer', not fair. See Advert and Rap. 

referable .... rref er-eb-1. See Rap, 
referrible .... rre-fer'ib-L do. 

This word is given in many of the dictionaries in two 
forms, referribU and referable^ and both are often met with ; 
but referrible is the form that seems to be the more counte- 
nanced by the dictionaries. Smart says, '' Referable^ which is 
to be met with, violates the practice of deduction from the 
verb." — Worcester. 

reflex rree'flex, not re-flex'. See Rap. 

refluent rref lu-ent, not re-floe'ent See Raps 

also Adduce. 

refulgence. . . . rref-urjenss, not junss. See Rap. 

refulgent .... rref-ul'jent, not junt do. 

refuse (noun) . . rref uce. do. 

refuse (verb) . . rre-fuze'. do. 

refutable .... rre-fu'teb-l, not ref u-teb-1 ; though the 

latter pronunciation will doubtless be 
adopted in time. See Rap, 

regal rree^gal, not guL do. 

regency rree'jen-ce,notjun-ce. do. 

regent rrejent, not junt. do. 

regicide rrejlss-ide. do. 

regicidal .... rrej-iss-i''dal, not uss-i'dul. See Rap. 

regime (Fr.) . . rra/zheem'. do. 

regimen rrej'im-en, not um-un. See Rap. 

regiment .... rrej'im-ent, not um-unt. do. 

regimental . . . rrej-im-en^tal, not um-en'tul. do. 



PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 



273 



region rree'j'on. See Rap and Social. 

regular rreg'yu-lar, not reg'ul-ur. See Rap. 

It 's rtggUar employment, though. 

Biglow Papers, No. 8. 

rreg-yu-lar'it-e (the lar as in lariat). 
See Rap. 

rre-hab-irit-ait, not re-hub-il'ut-ait. See 
Rap. 

rre-hab-il-it-a/shun. See Rap. 

rre-in-forss'ment, not munt. do. 

relative rrerat-iv, not ut-iv. do. 

relevancy .... rrerev-an-ce, not uv-un-ce. do. 

relevant rreFev-ant, not uv-unt. do. 

reliance rre-li'anss, not unss. do. 

reliant rre-li'ant, not unt. do. 

relievo rre-leeVo. do. 

This corruption of the Italian rilievo had better be aban- 
doned for our own word reliefs which has the same meaning 
in art When it is desirable to use the Italian word, it should 
have its Italian spelling and pronunciation, — rreelyayvo. 



regularity . . . 

rehabilitate. . 

rehabilitation 
reinforcement 



religion' . . 
reluctance 
reluctant . 
remediable 
remediless 
remembrance 
remittance 
remittent . 
remnant. . 
remodel. . 
remorseless 
renaissance (Fr.) mih^najr^sahnss'. 
renascence . . . rre-nass'enss. 

18 



rre-lij''on. See Rap. 
rre-luk^tanss, not tunss. 
rre-luk'tant, not tunt. 
rre-mee'de-eb-1, not ub-1. 
rre-med'il-ess, not uss. 
rre-meml)ranss, not brunss. 
rre-mit'anss, not unss. 
rre-mit'ent, not unt. 
rrem'nant, not nunt. 
rree-mod'el, not mod'ul. 
rre-morssless, not luss. 



See Rap. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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renasoent . . 


. . rre-nass'ent. See Rap, 




rendezvous (Fr.) rron'day'voo'. do. 




renew .... 


, . . rreen-u', not reen-oo'. See ^^^t:^ and 




Rap. 




renewal . . . 


, , . rreen-u'al, not oo'ul. See Rap. 


reniform . 


. . . rree'nif-orm. 


do. 


renunciation 


I . . rre-nun-she-ay'shun. 


do. 


reparable . 


. . . rrep'ar-eb-1, not re-pay'rub-L 


do. 


repartee . . 


, . . rrep-ar-tee'. 


do. 


repentance 


. . . rre-pen'tanss, not tunss. 


do. 


repentant . . 


. . . rre-pen'tant, not tunt. 


do. 


repertoire (Fr.) . rra/pair'twar'. 


do. 


repertory . . 


. . . rrep"er-to're. 


do. 


replevin. . . 


. . . rre-plev'in, not un. 


do. 


replica . . . 


. . rrep'le-kah. 


do. 


repository . 


. . . rre-poz'it-o-re. 


do. 


reprehensibility rrep-rre-hen'sib-il"it-e, not sub-il'ut-e. 




See Rap. 




reprehensible . . rrep-rre-hen'sib-1, not sub-1. 


See Rap. 


representative . rrep-rre-zen'tat-iv, not ut-iv. 


do. 


reprisal . . . 


, . . rre-prri'zal, not zul. 


do. 


reproduce . 


. . . rre-prrod-uce'. 


do. 


reptile. . . . 


. . . rrep'til, not rep'tyle nor rep'tl 


. do. 


reptilian. . . 


. , . rrep-til'e-an. 


do. 


repugnance 


. . . rre-pug'nanss, not nunss. 


do. 


repugnant . 


, . . rre-pug'nant, not nunt. 


do. 


reputable . . 


, . . rrep'u-teb-1, not tub-1. 


do. 


requiem . . 


. . . rreelcwe-em, or rrek'we-em. 


do. 


reredos . . 


. . . rreer'doss. 


do. 


research . . 


. . rre-serch', not ree'serch. 


do. 


resentment . 


. . rre-zent'ment, not munt. 


do. 


reservoir . . 


. . . rrez'er-vwar. 


do. 


residence . . 


. . rrez'id-enss, not ud-unss. 


do. 


residences . 


. . rrez'id-en-cez, not ud-en-ciz. 


do. 
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resident rrez'id-ent, not ud-unt. See Rap. 

residue rrez'id-u, not residoo. do. 

Smart remarks that the u ^*Sxl tnon-u-ment^ ed-u<ate^ res- 
i-duCf etc., may be as short as it can be made, provided it lose 
in no other respect ; for the smallest corruption of its sound 
in such situations carries with it an impression of negligent 
vulgarity." See Adduce, 



resignation 
resin. . . • 
resoluble . 
resolute . . 
resolution 
resonance 
resonant . 
resource . 
respectfully 



. rrez'ig-nay"shun,notress-ig. SeeJ?^/. 

. rrez'in, not rez'n. do. 

. rrez'ol-u-bl. do. 

. rrez'ol-ute, not oot. do. 

. rrez-ol-u'shun, not oo'shun. do. 

. rrez'o-nanss, not nunss. do. 

. rrez'o-nant, not nunt. do. 

. rre-so'urss. do. 

do. 
" Ewers respecfly, 

HOSEA BiGLOW." 



respirable . 
respiratory 



. rress-pi'reb-1, not ress'pir-ub-1. do. 

. rress"pir-a'to-re. do. 

respire rress-pi'er, almost in three syllables. 

See Ire and Rap. 

respite rress'pit, not pyte. 

resplendency. . rress-plen'den-ce, not dun. 

. rress-plen'dent, not dunt 

. rress-pon'dent, not dunt. 



resplendent . 
respondent . 
responsibility 
responsible . 
restaurant . 



See Rap. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



rress-pon-cib-il'it-e, not sub-il-ut-e. do. 



. rress-pon'cibl-1, not sub-1. do. 

. rress'to-rahnt. do. 

restaurateur (Fr.) rress'to'rrat'ur'. do. 

restitute .... rress'tit-ute, not tut-oot. do. 
restitution . . . rress-tit-u'shun, not tutHK/shun. do. 

restorative . . . rress-to'rrat-iv. do. 

resume rreez-ume', not com. do. 
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rtenmA(Fr.). 
retaU (noun) 
r«taU (verb) 
ntBiler . . 
ntob . . . 
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rrayz'u'may'. 
rree'tail. 

rreetch, or rretch. 

rret'iss-eiiss, not ai 



r«ttc«nom 
nttoent . . 

retlnne . . 

Tetrenobnwnt 

retribatloQ 

retribuUve 

retrooede . 

retrograde 

xetroepeot 

revelr; . . 






rereience . 

reverend . 
reverent 



reversible 
reversion . 



jret'iss-en-cez, not nn-ciz. da 
TTetlss-ent, not (int. do. 

rret/ia-ah, not un-ab. do. 

rretln-u, not un-oo. do. 

rre-trrench'ment, not munt. do. 
rret-rrib-u'shun. do. 

rret-rrib'u-tiv. do. 

rret-rro-ceed'. do. 

rret'rro-graid. do. 

rret'rro-spekt. dot 

rrev'el, not rev'ul, nor rev'l. do. 
rrev'el-re. do. 

rrev'en-yu, not rev'un^K). do. 
rre-ve'er, almost in three syllables. See 

Ear and Rap. 
rrev'er-enss, not unss, nor inss. See 

Rap. 
rrev'er-end, not und. See Rap. 
rrev'er-ent, not unt. do. 

rre-ver'sal, not vurr'snl. See Advert 

and Rap. 
rre-verss', not vuirss. Z^^ Advert and 

Rap. 
rre-ver'cez, not ciz. See Advert and 

Rap. 
rrever'cib-l, nolvurr'snb-l. See Advert 

and Rap. 
rre-ver'shun. See Advert and Rap. 
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revert rre-verf,notvurrt See^^/z^^/andT^^z^. 

revlBal rre-vi'zal, not zul. See Rap. 

revifllon rre-vizh'un. do. 

revocability . . rrev'o-kab-iF'it-e. do. 

revocable. . . . rrev'o-keb-L do. 

revolt rre-volf , rhyming with bolt and jolt. 

See Rap. 
revolted rre-volfed, rhyming with bolted. See 

Rap. 
revolution . . . rrev-ol-u'shun, not oo'shun. See Rap. 

rhetor rree'tor. do. 

rhetorical .... rret-or'ik-al, not uk-ul. do. 

rheum rroom. do. 

rheumatic . . . rroo-maf ik. * do. 

rheumatism. . . rroo'mat-izm. do. 

rhinoceros . . . rri-noss'er-oss. do. 

rhubarb rroo'barb, not burb nor bub. do. 

rhythm the M is unvocal, as in pUh. do. 

ribald rrib'ald, not uld. do. 

ribaldry rrib'al-dre. do. 

ribbon rrib'on. do. 

Richelieu .... rrish'el-yu, not ritch'ul-oo. do. 

richness m'ch'ness, not nnss. do. 

ricochet (Eng.) . rrik'o-shet', or rrik'o-sha/. do. 

As all authorities agree in spelling the present and past 
participles of this verb with two 7*8, it seems proper to place 
the two permitted pronunciations in the above order. 

ricochet (Fr.) . . rreelaish'ay'. See Rap. 
ricochetted . . . rrik-o-shet'ed. do. 
ricochetting . . rrik-o-shefing. do. 

rilievo See Relievo. 

rind rhymes with kind^ not with kine. See 

Rap. 
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rinse rrinss, not renss. See Rap, 

ripeness rripe'ness, not nuss. do. 

rise (noun) . • . nice (as a m^ [rice] of ground), orrrize. 

See Rap. 
rise (verb). . . . rrize. See Rap, 
risibility .... rriz'ib-ir'it-e, not ri-sib-irut-e. SeeT?^?/. 

risible rriz'ib-L do. 

risk rrissk, not ressk. do. 

ritual rrit'u-al, not ul. do. 

ritualism .... rrit'u-al-izm. do. 

ritualist rrif u-al-ist. do. 

rival rri'val, not vul, nor vl. do. 

rivet rriv'et. do. 

riveted . . . ; . rriv'et-ed. do. 

rivulet riv'u-let, not lut. do. 

roar rro'ar, almost in two syllables; not 

rorr. See Oar and Rap, 

robust rro-busst'. See Rap, 

robustious . . . rro-busst'yuss. do. 

rocket rrok'et, not it. do. 

romance .... rro-manss', not ro'manss. do. 
romances .... rro-man'cez, not ro'man-ciz. do. 
romancer .... rro-man'cer. do. 

rondel rron'del. do. 

roof rroof. do. 

This, like all the words ending in £;^, has the oo long, as in 
aloof ^ bootf not short, as in foot, wool. 

roofer rroo'fer. See Rap. 

rook rhymes with book^ cook^ look. See Rap. 

rookery rhymes with cookery. do. 

root rroot ; rh3rming with boot^ not yiiihfoot 

See Rap. 
rootlet rroo'tlet, not root'lit. See Rap. 
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Rosalind . • . • rroz'al-ind. See Rap. 

Rosamund . . . rroz'am-und. do. 

rosary rro'zar-e, not n/xor-e. do. 

roseal rro'z&AL do. 

roseate rro'ze-ait. do. 

roeeola rro-zee'o-lah, not ro'ze-o"lah. do. 

rosin rroz'in, not rah'zn. do. 

rou^ (Fr.) .... rroo'a/. do. 

rouge rroozh. do. 

round not raound. See House and Our. 

I watched him, 'n' he rid, very slow, all raoun* by the 
Institoot. — Elsie Venner, 

rout rrowt. See Rap. 

route rroot ; rhyming with boot, moot. See 

Rap. 
routine (French and English) rroo'teen'. See Rap. 
rowell rrow'el, rhyming with trowel^, bowel. 

See Rap. 
rowan (the mountain ash), rro'an. See Rap. 
rowen (agricultural term), rrow'en, not ro'en. See Rap. 

royal rro/al, not ul. do. 

royalist rro/al-ist do. 

royalty rro/al-te. do. 

rubeola rroo-bee'o-lah, not roo'be^'lah. See 

Rap. 
rubicund .... rroo'bik-und, not buk-und. See Rap. 
Rubinstein . . . rroo'bin-stine. do. 

ruby rrooTje. do. 

rude rrood. See Rue and Rap. 

rudeness • . . • rrood'ness, not nuss. do. 

rudiment .... rroo'dim-ent. da 

rudimentary . . rroo'dim-ent"a-re. do. 
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me rroo, not r'oo ; much less re'oo* See 

Rap. 

After r the "long u** (whether indicated by », ue^ ui, or gw) 
loses its diphthongal character, and is pronounced oo. Thus 
rude rhymes with rood, rue with whOy bruise with choose, brew 
with loo. Words of this dass are often mispronounced by 
persons of a certain degree of imperfect education, as well as 
by the illiterate spoken of under Do. 

ruffian rrufE'yan. See Rap. 

rugged rrugg'ed,iiotid. do. 

mggedness . . • migg'ed-ness. do. 

ruin rroo'in, not en, nor un. do. 

ruinoiui rroo'in-uss, not un-uss. do. 

rule rrool. See Rue and Rap. 

ruler rroo'ler. See Rap. 

ruminate .... rroo'min-ait, not mun. do. 

rumor rroo'mor, not roo'mur. do. 

rural rroo'rral, not rul. do. 

ruse rrooz; not rooss. do. 

ruae de guerre (Fr.) rrooz'duh-gair'. do. 

russet rruss'et, not it nor ut. do. 

Russia rrush'*ah, not rush'uh nor roosh'uh. 

See Rap and Social. 
Russian rrush^an, not rush'un nor roosh'un. 

See Rap and Social. 

The Rooshian black eagle looks blue in his eerie. 

Biglow Papers, No. 4. 

rusticate .... rruss'tik-ait. do. 

rusticity .... rruss-tiss'it-e. do. 

Ruy Bias (Span.) rroo'ee-blahss', not blah. 
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s. 

Sabbath .... not saabbuth. 
sabbatical ... sab-at'ik-al, not sub-at'uk-ul. 
sacerdotal . . • sass'er-do^'tal, not sa/cer-do^tuL 
sacerdotalism . sass'er-do'^tal-izm. 

sack not saack. See Cab. 

sacrament . . . sak'rram-ent, not saik'nim-unt 
sacrifice (noun) . sak'nif-ice, not saik, nor ize. 
sacrifice (verb) . sak'rrif ize, not saik nor ice. 
sacrilege .... sak'rril-ej, not rul-ij. 
sacrilegious . . . saVrril-ee^'j'uss. See Social, 

sacrist say'krrist. 

sacristan .... sak'rriss-tan. 

sacristy saVrriss-te. 

saffiron saf'rron. 

sag not saag. See Cab. 

sagacious .... sag-ay'sh'uss. See Social. 

sagacity sag-ass'it-e. 

Sahara sah-hah'rah, not sa-hay'ra. 

sahib sah'ib. 

said (£ng.) . . • ced, not sayed. 

Said (Arabic, a descendant of Mohammed) sah'id. 

Sainte-Beuve (Fr.) sanf uh-buhv'. 

saith (verb) . . • ceth. 

salad sal'ad, not ed nor ud. 

salary sal'ar-e, not sel'ur-e. 

Before payin' you your selury. — Elsie Venner^ chapter xzzi. 

saleratus .... sal'er-a/'tuss, not afuss. 

Salic sallk, not sairik. 

salient sayle-ent. 

salmon sam'on, not un. 
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aalnbrioiiB . . . sal-u'brre-uss, not oo'. 
salubrity .... sal-u'brrit-e. 

salve sahv, not saav. 

salver salVer, not saav'er. 

Samaritan . . . san)-ar'it-an ; the ar as in arrow* 
samphire .... sam'fire, or sam'fer. 
■■miUliwIiiiii. • sankf if-ik-aj^'^miy not iif-iik. 

sanctify sankt^-i, not v&\, 

sanotimonioos . sankt-im-o'ne-uss, not um. 
sanctimony . • • sankfim-o-ne, not um. 
sanctitude . . . sankt'it-ude, not ut-ood. 

sanctity sankt'it-e, not ut-e. 

sandal • san'dal, not dul nor dl. 

sanguinary . . . sang'gwin-a-re, not gwun. 
sanguine .... sang'gwin. 
Sanhedrim . • . san'he-drim. 

sanitary san'it-a-re. 

sane culottes (Fr.) sahn'ku'luf . 

sap not saap. See Cab. 

sapience .... say'pe-enss, not sap'e-unss. 

sapient say'pe-ent, not sap'e-unt 

sapphire .... saf ire, or safer. 

sarcenet .... sarss'net, not sar'sen-et. 

sarcophagi . . . sar-kof aj-i, not agg-i. 

sarcophagus . . sar-kofag-uss. 

Sardanapalus . sar'dan-ap-ay''luss. 

sardine (a precious stone) sar'din. 

sardine (a fish) . sar'deen. 

sardonic .... sar-don'ik. 

sardonyx .... sard'o-niks, not on-iks. 

sarsaparilla . . . sar'sap-ar-iF'ah, not sass'up-ur-il''uh. 

sat not saat. See Cab, 

Satan say'tan, not tun nor tn. 

Satanic sat-an'ik. 

satiate say'she-ait. 
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satdated say'she-ay-ted. 

satiety sat-i^el-e ; rhyming with variety, 

satin sat'in, not safn. 

satire saf ire, safer, or sa/ter. 

The second pronunciation is oftener heard in England than 
in this country. 

satirical sat-ir'ik-al ; the /ras m spirit. 

satrap say'trap, or sat'rap. 

satrapy safrap-e. 

saturnine • • • . saf um-ine, not sa/tum-ine* 

satyr say'ter. 

sanoe sawss. 

saucy saw'ce, not saas'e. 

sauer kraut (Germ.) sow'er krrowt'. 

saunter sahn'ter, not saan'ter nor sawn'ter. 

sauntering . . . sahn'ter-ing. 

saurian saw're-an. 

sausage saw'saij, not sij. 

savage sav'aij, not saavij. 

savoir faire (Fr.) sav'wahr'fair'. 
savoir vivre (Fr.) sav'wahr'vivr'. 

Saxon saks'on. 

says cez. 

scabies ska/be^ez. 

scabious .... ska/be-uss. 
scabrous .... ska3rl)russ. 

scaffold skaf'old. 

ScagUola (Ital.) . skol-y'o'lah. 

scald (noun, a Norse poet) ; the al as in canal, so that it 

rhymes with canalUcU 
scald (verb, as with hot water) skawld. 

scallop skd'op. 

scan not skaan. See Calf, 

scandal skan'dal, not skaan'dl. 
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BcandalouB . . skan'dal-uss, not skaand'luss. 

scant not skaant See Cab, 

scantily skan'til-e^ not skaan^tul-e. 

scar sk'ar. See Guard, 

scarce ska'erss, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair. 

scare ska'er, almost in two syllables. See/^^/r. 

scarification . • skar^if-ik-ay^'shun ; the <ir as in tariff:. 

scarify skar'if-i ; the ar as in tariff. 

scarlet sk'ar'let. Sqq Guard. 

scath (noun, meaning injury) rhymes with AatA^ not with 

dath, path, etc. 

scath and scathe (verb, meaning to injure) formerly were 

often made to rhyme with datAe, as 
would be natural, but are now pro- 
nounced like the noun *, that is, so as 
to rhyme with hatA, 

scathing skath'ing, not skay' thing. See ing. 

scaur sk'ar. 

"They are gone, they are gone, over bush, brake, and scaur ; 
* They '11 have fleet steeds that follow I* quoth young Lochinvar." 

scenic ceen-ik. 

sceptic skep'tik. 

sceptical .... skep'tik-al, not tuk-ul. 

scepticism . . . skep'tiss-izm. 

schedule .... sked'yule. In England, shed'yule or 

sed'yule. 

schism cizm, not ciz'um. 

schismatic . . . ciz-mat'ik. 

scholar skol'ar, not ur. 

schooner .... skoon'er ; the first syllable rhyming 

with moon, and not with the oo short, 

as in wool, 
Schubert (Germ.) shoo'bert. 
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Schurzy Carl . . shoorts. 

sciatic ci-at'ik. 

sciatica ci-at'ik-ah, not ce-at'uk-uh. 

science ci'enss, not unss. 

sciences ci'en-cez, not ci'un-ciz. 

scientific .... ci'en-tif ik. 

scirrhous (hardened) skirruss, not cirruss. 

scirrhus do. 

scoff not skawf. See Accost 

scoffer not skawf ur. 

scorbutic .... skor-bu'tik. 

score sko'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Oar. 
scoundrel .... skonn'drel, not drul. 

scour not skaoun See Our. 

scout not skaout See House. 

scrap skrrap, not skraap. See Rap and Cab. 

screw skrroo', not skru. See Rue, 

scrofula skrroff'u-lah, not skrawd 

scruple ..... skrroo'pl. 
scrupulous . . . skrroo'pu-luss. 
scrutinize .... skrroo'tin-ize. 

scrutiny skrroo'tin-e. 

sculptor skulp'tor, not tun 

sculpture .... skulpt'ure ; colloquially, skulp'ch'oor, 

not chur. 
scurrility .... skur-rril'it-e. 
scurrilous . • • skur'rril-ass. 
seamstress . . . cem'stress, not ceem'stress. 
stance (Fr.) , . sa^onss'. 

sear se'ar, almost in two syllables. See Ear. 

seclude ce-kl'ood^ not klood. 

secluded .... ce-kPooMed, not kloo'did. 
seclusion .... ce-kl'oo'zhun. 
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■econd . . 
■eoondaxy 
■eoretanr - 
sedan . . ■ 
sedatlTe. . 



Bedinwntaiy 
aedooe 
sedooes 
•eigneor (Fr. 
aelgnlor 
■sins (a net) 
Seine (Fr.) 
■emblanofl 

■emlbreve 
aemiolrole . 
■emicolon . 
aempstreaa 

eenatoT > . 
aenatoiial 
aeneaceiice 
aeneacbal . 
Bedle . . . 
s«nilil? . . 
aenior . . . 



senseless . 
sensibility 
senaible . . 
sensltlTa . 
senaltlvenesa 
aenenal . . . 



cek"ond-a're. 
cek'ret-a-re. 

ced'at-iv, 

ced'im-ent. 

ced-im-ent'a-re. 

ceed-uce', not ooce. 

ceed-u'cez. 

sam-yef. 

ceen'yor. 

cecD, not sun. 

sdn. 

061111)131153, not blunss. 

cem'e-brreev. 
cero'e-cirlsl. 

cen'aiL See ate (sutBx). 



ce-nil'it-e. 

cen'a ; the a short, as in at. 
censs'less, not luss. 
cen-cib-irit-e,not siib-irut-e, 
cen'cib-1, 
cen'cit-iv, not sul-iv. 



i"cit-h 






u-al. 
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Bonsnality . 



sentient . . 
sentiment . 
sentimental 
sentinel . . 



censs'u-al"it-e. 



. cen'sh'ent, not cen^shunt. See Social, 
. cenfim-ent, not cent'um-unt. 
. cent-im-enfal, not cent-um-ent'ul. 
. cent'in-el, not un-ul. 

The sentintU he ups an' sez. 

Biglow Papers^ No. i. 

sepal cee'pal. 

sepnlchral . . . ce-pul'krral. 
sepnlchre .... cep'ul-ker. 
sepnlture .... cep'ult-ure, not oor. 

sequel cee'kwel, not kwil nor kwul. 

sequestrate . . ce-kwess'trait. 
sequestration • cekVess-tra/'shun. 
sequestrator • . cek^'wess-tra'tor. 

seraglio cer-al'y*o ; the ser as in seraph. 

seraphio cer-af ik. do. 

Serapia cer-a/piss. do. 

serenity cer-en'it-e. do. 

sergeant .... sar'jent 

This is the only word in which the syllable er is by good 
speakers in the United States pronounced ar. In England 
clerk is another. 

" Even the proper names Derby and Berkeley^ in polite usage, 
are getting into the common sound, nearly as if written Dtirhy 
and Burkeley. As this modem pronunciation of the e has a 
tendency to simplify the language by lessening the ntunber of 
exceptions, it ought certainly to be indulged." — Walker, 

" The letters er are irregularly sounded or in clerk and 
sergeant^ and formerly, but not now, in merchanty Derby, and 
several other words.** — Smart, 

" In the United States the letters er are, by good speakers, 
regularly sounded as in her, in the words merchant^ servant, 
Derby, Berkeley^ etc. The regular pronunciation of clerk 
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(clurk) is also a very common, if not the prevailing, mode. 
Many give the same sound to ^ in sergeant" — Worcester, 

As was intimated wider Derby^ the present English tendency 
seems to be to preserve the sound of ar popularly given to the 
syllable er in certain proper names. For example, Bd^rkeley 
Castle in Gloucester, Berkshire, and (by Oxford men) the Ch^^r- 
well (river CherwellX and Harfordshire (Hertfordshire). 

When the sound of ar is not given in such exceptional words, 
great care should be taken to preserve the sound of /r, and not 
fall into ur. See Advert, 

serial cee're-al. 

seriatim cee're-a/'tim. 

series cee're-eez. See Social, 

serpent cer'pent, not surr'punt See Advert, 

servant cer'vant, not surr'vunt. do. 

service cer'viss, not vuss. do. 

servile cer'vil, not veel nor vile. do. 

servitude .... cer'vit-ude, not ood. do. 

sesame cess'am-ee. 

settlement . . . cet'1-ment, not munt 

several cev'er-al, not ul. 

severity . , • . . cev-er'it-e ; the er as in errand, 
Seville . . . • . cev'il, or cev-ir. 

sew so. 

sewer (one who sews), so'er, 
sewer (an underground drain), su'er. 

sextant ceks'tant, not tunt. 

sexual ceks'u-al, not u-ul, nor yul. 

sexuality .... ceks'yu-al"it-e, not ut-e. 
shadow .... shad'o, not oo. 

shaft shoft or shaft, not shaaft. See Abaft, 

shall not shell nor shl. See Carry. 

sham not shaam. 

sha'n't (shall not) shahnt not shant. 
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share sha'er, almost in two syllables. ^^ftFair* 

she shee. 

The pure sound of the vowel should be preserved, no matter 
how much it be shortened by want of accent. 

shear she'ar, almost in two syllables. Seei^^r. 

sheath the th unvocal, rhyming with wreath. 

sheaths the th vocal, rhyming with breathes. 

sheik sheek, or shaik. 

shekel shek'el, or shekel. See Mantel. 

sherbet sher'bet, not bit 

sherry do not say sherry wine. 

shew sho, rhyming withy^^. 

shewn rhymes with bone. 

shire when alone, or at the beginning of a 

compound word, as in shire-mote, 
shire-reeve, shire-town, it rhymes with 
sire J but when at the end of a word, 
as in Hampshire, Cheshire, with sere. 

shoe shoo, not shu. 

shone shon, not shone. 

shore sho'er, almost in two syllables; not 

shorr. See Oar. 

shortlived . . . lived, rhyming with arrived j not livd. 

shout not shaout See House. 

shovel shuv'el, or shuv'l. See Mantel. 

shower not shaower. See House, Accord, and 

Our. 

showily sho'il-e, not ul-e. 

shrapnel .... not shrapnuL 

shrew shrroo. See Rue and Rap. 

shrewd shrrood. do. 

shriek shrreek. See Rap. 

■iHill shrnU. do. 

19 
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Bhrine shrrine. See Rap. 

shrink shrrink. do. 

shrivel shrriv'el, or shrivl. See Mantel, 

shrub not srub. 

But I do feel thirsty, and I think a glass of srub would do 
my throat good. — Elsie Venner, chapter vii. 

shmg shrrug. See Rap. 

Siberian .... ci-bee're-an. 

sibilant cib'il-ant, not ul-unt 

sibyl cib'il, not ul. 

sice (the number six) cize. 

sideral cid'er-al, not ur-uL 

sidereal ci-dee'real. 

sigh ....... ci. Do not drawl. See /. 

significance . . . cig-nif ik-anss, not uk-unss. 

significant . • . cig-nif ik-ant, not uk*unt 

signify cig'nif*i, not nuf-i. 

silence ci'lenss, not lunss. 

silent ci'lent, not lunt 

silez ci'leks. 

silhouette (Fr.) ceeroo'et'. 

silica cirik-ah. 

silicate ciFik-ait. 

silicify cil-isslf-i. 

silkiness .... ness, not nuss. 

silliness do. 

Silurian ci-lu're-an. 

similar cim'il-ar. 

simile cim'il-ee. 

simultaneous . • cim-ul-ta/ne-uss. 

since ....*.. not sence. 

sinecure .... ci'nee-kure, not cin'ee-kure. 

sine die (Latin) . ci'nee di'ee. 



PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 29 1 

sinew cin'yu, not cin'oo. 

sinister cin'iss-ter. 

sir not surr. Consult Chapter VII. 

sire ci'er, almost in two syllables. See Ire. 

siren ci'ren, not ci'run. See Woollen* 

Sirius cir'e-uss ; the ir as in spirit. 

sirrah cir'rrah. do. 

simp cir'up. do. 

sister ciss'ter, not turr. See Advert 

skeptical .... skep'tik-al, not tuk-uL 

skiUet skil'et, or skMl'et 

skirt sk'irt, not skurrt See Guard. 

sky ski. See Guard ^xA Kind. 

slab not slaab. 

slack not slaak. See Cab, 

slake slaik. 

slam not slaam. 

slander slan'der, not slaan'durr. 

slang not slaang. 

slangy slang'e. 

slant not slaant 

slap not slaap. 

slaughter .... slaw'ter, not turr. 
Slavonic .... slav-on'ik. 

sleek rh3rmes with cheeky not with chick. 

sleepily sleep'il-e, not ul-e. 

sleepiness .... ness, not nuss. 
sleeplessness . . lessness, not lussnuss. 

sleight See/. 

slew sl'oo, not sloo. 

sliver sliv'er, not urr. 

•loth rhyming with both^ not with cloth. 

slothlta not slauthful. 

slongh (noun, a miry place) rhyming with now^ cow. 
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slongh (noun, skin, etc., thrown ofiE) sluff, rhyming with 

slough (verb, to cast off) sluf^ rhyming with enough. 

sloven sluv'en, not sluv'n. See Eden. 

smear sme'ar, almost in two syllables. See 

Ear. 
snare ...... sna'er. See Fair. 

snivel sniv'el, or snivel. See Mantel, 

snout not snaout See House, 

soar so^ar, not sorr. See Oar. 

sobriety^ so-bri'et-e, not ut-e. 

sobriquet .... so-brre-ka}^^. 
sobriquet (Fr.) . so'brre'ka/. 
sociability . . . so-sh'ab-iFit-e, not so-shub-irut>e. 

sociable so'sh'eb-1. 

social so'sh'al, not so'shL 

Smart remarks : " It is a point of some nicety to say when 
the absorption of the y [sound] should be entire, and when it 
should not; and indeed the determination one way or the other 
often depends on the more or less colloquial manner of the 
speaker. The word social, for instance, is in common discourse 
pronounced so'shal ; but with the careful utterance of measured 
speech, so'sh*al. This much is certain, that where custom has 
not decided on the entire absorption of the sound, there is a 
grace in suffering it to slide lightly in." This is eminently true 
of proper names, as Georgia^ Asia. 

soft not sawft. See Accost. 

softly See Soft, 

softness do. 

soiree (Fr.) . • . swah'ray'. 

sojourn (noun) . so'jurn. 

sojourn (verb) . so-jurn', or so'jurn. 

sojourner .... so-jurn'er, or so'jurn-er. 

solar so'lar, not lur. 
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solder . . 

Boleoism 

solemn . 

solemnise 

solemnity 

solfeggio 

solioitation 

solicitor . 

solicitous 

solicitnde 

soUd. . . 

solidification 

solidiiy • • 
soUdity . . 

solitary . . 
solitnde • . 
solstice. . 
solution. . 
solvent . . 
sombre . . 



sombrous . 
sonata . . 
sonnet. . . 
sonority. . 
sonorous . 
soon. . . . 



soot 



sooty 

soothsayer . . 



sol'der ; colloquially, saw'der. 

sore-cizm, not sole-ciz-um. 

sorem, not urn. 

sorem-nize. 

sol-em'nit-e, not sul-em'nut-e. 

sol-fej'y'o. 

sol-is8'it-ay"shun. 

sol-iss'it-or, not sul-iss'ut-ur. 

sol-iss'it-uss, not sul-iss'ut-uss. 

sol-iss'it-ude, not sul-iss'ut-ood. 

sorid, not ud 

sol-id'if-ik-ay"shun, not sul-id'ul-uk- 

a/'shun. 
sol-id'if-i, not sul-id'uf-i. 
sol-id'it-e, not sul-id'ut-e- 
sol'it-a-re, not ut 
sol'it-ude, not ut-ood. 
sol'stiss, not stuss. 
sol-u'shun, not oo'shun. 
solvent, not vunt 
some'ber (the first syllable rhjrming 

with home)j or som'ber. 
som'bruss. 
so-nah'tah. 
son'et, not it nor ut 
son-or'it-e ; the ^r as in orifice. 
so-no'mss. 
rhymes with moon and bootty the 00 

being long, as mfoolj not short, as 

in wool. 
rh3rmes either with foot or boot; not 

with but. 
See Soot. 
the first syllable rhymes with toothy 

not with soothe. 
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Boporifio .... sop'o-rif' ik. 

sore so'er, almost in two syllables ; not sarr. 

See Oar. 

sorrel el, not ul. 

sorrow o, not oo. 

Botto voce (Ital.) sawf to vo'chay. 

sougfa su£E or sofiE, not sow. 

sound not saound. See House, 

sounds not souns. 

sour not saour. See House and Our. 

souse ...... sowss, not sowz. 

souvenir .... soov'neer. 

sovereign .... sov'er-in, or suv^er-in. 

Many well-educated persons in England make a, perhaps 
unconscious, distinction between the word as referring to the 
coin and as referring to the monarch. In the latter case the 
first syllable is pronounced suv, 

sow not saow. See House, 

spaniel span'yel. 

spare spa'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair, 
sparrow spar'o, the par as in parrot; not 

spar'oo. 

spasm spazm, not spaz'um. 

spaamodio . . . spaz-mod'ik. 

spavin spav'in, not un nor n. 

special spesh' 'al, not spesh'ul. S^^ Socials 

specialty .... spesh''al-te. do. 

species spee'sh'eez, not spee'shez. do. 

specification . . spess'if-ik-ay''shun, not uf-uk. 

specify spess'if*i, not uf-i. 

specimen .... spess'im-en, not um-un. 
specious .... spee'sh'uss. See Social. 
spectacle .... spek'tak-1, not tuk. 
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Bpeotator .... spek-ta/tor, not tur. 
speculation . . . spek-u-lay'shun. 
speoulator . . . spek'u-la-tor, not tur. 

speedily speed'il-e, not ul-e. 

sperm not spumn. See Advert. 

spermaceti . • • sper'niass-ee^'te. 

sphere sfe'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Ear. 
spherical .... sfer'ik-al (the fer as in ferry)^ not 

uk-ul. 
spheroid .... sfee'roid. 
spinach spin'aij. 

Moore and Tom Campbell themselves admit spinach 
Is perfectly antiphonetic to Greenwich. 

Ingoldsby Legends. 

spiral ...... spi'ral, not ml. 

spire spi'er, almost in two syllables. See Ire, 

spirit not spir'et nor sper'it. 

spirited not ut-id. 

splendor .... splen'dor, not dur. 

Longfellow's lineS; — 

" On that dark heart of mine 
Fell their soft splendor** — 
would certainly lose something of elevation if the last word 
were pronounced splendur. 

splenetic .... splen-et'ik. 
spontaneity . . spon-tan-ee'it-e. 
sporadic .... spo-rad'ik. 

spore spo'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Oar. 

spruce sprrooss. 

squalid skwol'id, not skwal- nor skwail-. 

squalor skwaylor, not skwoFur. 
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square skwa'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair, 

•quire skwi'er. See Ire. 

squirrel skwirrel, or skwurreL 

stab not staab. See Cab. 

stabiUty stab-il'it-e. 

staccato (Ital.) . stok-kah'to. 

stack not staak. 

staff stahf, not staa£ 

Stagirite .... staj'ir-ite. 

stair sta'er, almost in two syllables. See/^2/r. 

stalwart .... stol'wart. 

stamen sta/men. 

stamina stam'in-ah. 

stamp not staamp, nor stomp. 

stanch stahnch, not staanch nor stawnch. 

stand not staand. 

stands not staans. 

standard .... stand'ard, not urd. 

stare sta'-er, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair. 

start not starrt. See Accord. 

stateliness . . . stait'lin-ess. 
statistical .... stat-iss'tik-al. 

staunch stahnch, not staanch nor stawnch. 

staves staivz, not stavz. 

stead sted, not stid. 

steady sted'e, not stid'e. 

For a stiddy residence give him a kerridge. — Elsie Venner 
chapter x. 

stearine stee'ar-in. 

steelyard .... steel'yard, both syllables pronounced 

quickly. 
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Bteer ste'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Ear, 

stellar stel'ar, not ur. 

stencil sten'cil, not sten'sL 

Btereoscope . . stee're-o<skope, or ster'e-o-skope. 
stereotype . . . stee're-o-tipe, or ster'e-o-tipe. 

stem not sturm. See Advert, 

stew stu(st'oo), not stoo. 

steward stu' (st'oo) ard, not stoo'urd. 

stewardess • . . st'oo'ard-ess, not stoo'urd-uss. 

stillness ness, not nuss. 

stimulant .... stim'u-lant, not ul-unt. 

stint not stent (rural). 

stir not sturr. ^^^ Advert, 

stirrup stir'up ; the ir as in spirit. 

stoical sto'ik-al, not uk-uL 

stoicism sto'iss-cizm, not uss. 

stolid stoFid, not ud. 

stolidity .... stol-id'it-e, not ut-e. 

stomach stum'ak, not ik. 

stomacher • . . stum'ak-er. 

stone rh3rmes with bont and hone and lone. 

It is of course only the very illiterate who say stun and hum 
for stone and home ; but there are many persons who clip the 
o in these and similar words by neghecting to give it its ''vanish- 
ing sound." (See Chapter VIII.) This fault should be care- 
fully avoided. 

stony rhjrmes with bony. 

store sto'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Oar. 

storm not stomn. 

straighten. . . . straifen. 

strap not straap. 

strata stray 'tah, not strat'a, nor strah'ta. 
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stratagem .... strafaj-em, not uj-um. 

Btrategio .... stra-tee'jik, or strat-ej'ik. 

stratum stray'tum, not strat'um, nor strah'^tum. 

streamlet .... let, not lit nor lut 

strength not strenth. 

strew stroo. 

stricken strik'en. 

strophe stro'fee. 

strychnine . . . strik'nin. 

student stu (st'oo) dent, not stoo'dunt See 

Adduce. 

studio (from the ItaL) stoo'de-o. 

studious .... stu' (st'oo') de-uss, not stoo. See Ad- 
duce.^ 

stultification . . stult-if-ik-a/shun, not uf-uk. 

stultify stult'i£-i. 

stupefaction . . stu(sf oo)pe-fak'shun. See Adduce. 

stupefy st'oo'pe-fi, not stoo'puh-fi. do. 

stupendous . . . st'oo-pen-duss, not stoo. do. 

stupid st'oo'pid. do. 

stupidity .... st*oo-pid'it-e. do. 

stupor st'oo'por, not stoo'pur. do. 

sturdily stur'dil-e. 

suave soo-ahv'. 

subaltern .... sub-aFtern, not sub-awl'turrn. 

subdue sub-du'(d'oo'), not sub-doo'. See Ad 

duce. 

subject (noun and adjective) sub'jekt, not jikt. 

subject (verb) . sub-jekt'. 

subjected .... sub-jekt'ed, not sub'jekt-ed. 

sublimate .... sub'lim-ait, not lum. 

sublimity .... sub-lim'it-e, not ut-e. 

sublunar .... sub-lu'(l'oo)nar, not loo'nur. 

sublunary. . . . subToo-na-re. 
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Bubmerge .... not murrj. See Advert. 

submergence . . sub-mer'jenss, not murr'junss. do. 
snbpcBna .... sub-pee'nah, not sup. 
subsequent . • . sub'ce-kwent, not suk-wunt* 
subserve .... sub-cerv', not surrv. 
subservience . . sub-cer've-enss. 
subservient . . . sub-cer've-ent. 
subsidence • • . sub^i'denss, not sub'cid-enss* 

subsidy sub'cid-e, not sud-e. 

Bubsistenoo . . . sub-cist'enss, not uns. 
substance .... sub'stanss, not stunss. 
substances . • . sub'stan-cez, not stun-ciz. 
substantiate . . sub-stan'she-ait 
substantive . . . sub'stant-iv, not stunt, 
substantively. . sub'stant-iv-le. 
substitute .... sub'stit-ute, not stut-oot 
substituted . . . sub'stit-u-ted. 
substitution . . sub'stit-u'^shun. 
subtile (thin, fine, rare) sub'tiL 
subtility .... sub-til'it-e. 
subtle (sly, artful, cunning) sut'l. 

subtlety sutl-te. 

suburb sub'urb, not urrb. 

suburban .... sub-urb'an, not urrb'un. 
subversive . . . sub-ver'civ, not vurr'suv. 

succinct suk-cingt'. 

such not sech, or sich (vulgar). 

sudden sud'den, not sud'n. See Eden. 

sudorific .... su(s'oo)dor-irik, not soo-dur-if ik. See 

Adduce. 

sue su (s'oo), not soo. See ^^11^^. 

suffice suf-ize, not ice. 

sufficiency • . . suf-ish'^en-ce, not un-ce. 
sufficient .... suf-ish'*ent, not unt 
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flitfrragan • • • . suf rag-an. 
suggest suj-est'. 

Smart correctly marks this word sud-gesf^ and it is surprising 
that any orthoepist with the least elementary knowledge of 
etymology should have recommended sounding one of the ^s 
hard, and the other soft, 

suicidal su''(s'oo)iss-i'dal, not soo"uss-i'dL See 

Adduce. 

suicide su'iss-ide. 2^^ Adduce. 

suit s'oot, not soot do. 

suited s'oot'ed, not soot'id. do. 

suitability . . . s'oot-ab-il'it-e,notsoot-ub-il'ut-e. do. 

suitable s'oot'eb-l. do. 

suite (from the French) sweet ; not sute nor soot 

suitor s'oot'or, not soof ur. 

sullen suFen, not sul'n. 

Bulphurio .... sul-fu'rik. 
sultan suFtan, not sul'tn. 

The Arabic pronunciation, sul-takf^ or sool-tahn', is fre- 
quently heard from travellers. 

sultana ..... sul-tah'nah. 

sumach s'oo'mak, not shoo'make. 

smmarily . . . • sum'ar-il-e ; the ar as in arrow. 
summary .... sum'ar-e, not ur. do. 

summer summer, not urr. See Advert, 

summon summon, not un. 

super s'oo'per, not soo'purr. See Adduce and 

Advert, 
superable . . . . s'oo'per-eb-1. See Adduce 2Lnd Advert. 
superannuated . s'oo'per-an''u-ait-ed. do. 
supercargo . . . s'oo'per-kar"go. do. 

supercilious . . s'oo'per-cil"e-uss. do. ^ 
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siiperoUioiuiWH 

■apereminetit. • 
Bapererogatory • 
eupeiexcellenoe 
Huperexcetleat • 
snpeiSnltr . . . 
Bapeiflnoiu . . . : 
eupertncumbeiit : 
superinduce . . : 
superinduces . . 
sup erinteD deuce \ 

superintendent . 

•nporlor 

■aperloiity . . . : 

BttperUtlTe . . . i 
■upemal . . . . j 
saperDatnral . . i 

mpemumeruy > 



superscription . 

BUpGFBcde . . . 

superstition . , . 
BuperstttiouB . . 

Bupeistrncture , 

■nperrnw. . . , 



do. 
do. 



'oo'per-cil''e-uss-ness . 
and Advert. 
u'{s'oo')per-em"in-eiit. 

j'per-er-og"al-o-re. 

j'per-eks"el-enss. 

)'per-eks"el-eiit 

i'per-fl'oo"it-e. 

i-per'fl'oo-uss. 

rper-in.kuni"bent. do. 

I'per-iod-uce". do. 

i'per-ind-u"cez. do. 

/per-in-lend"eiisSj not soo-pnn- 

nd'unss. Sec A4duet and Advert. 

i'per-in-tend"ent, do. 

'oopee're-or, not soo-pee're-ur. do. 

'pe-re-or'it-e the cr as in eraeU, 
See Adduce and Advert. 

peflat-iv, DOtaoo-porrtat-iv. do. 
'oo-per'nal. do. 

;r-nal"u-nil, not soo'pur-oat"u-ral. 
See Adduce and Advert. 
u' (s'oo') per-nu" (n'oo") mer-a-re, not 
soo'pur-noo"raur-a-re. See Advice 
and Advert. 

'oo-per-poze' do. 

'oo-per-skrribe'. See Re^, Additce, 
and Advert 

'oo'per-sk[Tip"shun. da 

'oo-per-cced'. Stt Adduce ^adAdvtrt. 



■0 per-; 



.ish"u 



do. 



i''per-stish'''uss. 
s'oo"per-slrukt'ure, not 8oo-p«r-strukt'- 
Cher, See Adduce and Advert. 
s'oo-per-veen'. do. 
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■uperrisor . . . s'o(/per-vi"zor, not soo"per-vi'zur. See 

Adduce and Advert. 

■apine s'oo-pine', not soo'pine. See Adduce* 

■upineness • . . s'oo-pine'ness. do. 

supple sup^y not soopl. 

supplement (noun) suple-ment, not munt 
supplement (verb) sup-le-ment^ 
suppliant .... suple-ant, not unt 
supplicate . • • sup'lik-ait, not luk. 
supplicatioii . . sup^lik-ajT^shun. 
suppose sup-oze', not spoze. 

Spositi you should try salt hay far 't. 

Biglow Papers f No. i. 

supremacy . . . sup-rrem'ass-e, not uss-ee. See Rap. 

supreme s^oo-prreem', not soo. do. 

sure shoor. 

surety shoor'te. 

surface sur'faiss, not fuss nor fiss. 

surfeit sur'fit 

surgeon sur'jon. 

surgical sur'jik-al, not juk-ul. 

sumamed .... sur-naimd^ 

surpass sur-poss' or pass, not paass. 

surprise sur-prrize', not sup-rize'. See Rap, 

survey (noun) . . sur'vay. 
survey (verb) . . sur-vajr'. 
surveyor .... sur-va)r'or. 

Susan s'oo'zan, not soo'zun nor soo'zn. 

susceptibility . . suss-cept-ib-il'it-e, not ub-il'ut-e. 
susceptible . . . suss-cepf ib-l. 
sustenance . . . suss'ten-anss, not tun-unss. 

suture s'oo't'oor. 

swsdlow .... swol'o, not oo nor er. 
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■wath swoth. 

■wathe rhymes with bathe. 

swear swa'er. See Fair. 

■wept not swep. 

There's hardly time to have the rooms ne^, let alone wash- 
In' the woodwork. 

Hannah Tki^iltm, chapter ii. 



ayoamoie . 
syoophant 
Byoorax 
arllablo . . 
syllablfl . . 

symbol . . 

synuoabrlcal 

■ynxmetry 

■ympathotlo 

sympathy 

aymptoni 

■ymptomatlo 

■ynagogUA 

aynoi^ia . 
aynonymooa 
Syilao 
ayilnga 



■yatamatlo 



swiv'el, or swivl. See Mantel. 
Board, rhyming with board. 
dVam-oar, not um. 

cil-ab'ik. 

cil'eb-L 

cim'bol, not cim'bul, nor cim'bl. 

cim-et'rik-al, not ruIc-uL 

cim'et-re, not cim'it-re. 

cim-path-et'ik, not pulh, 

cim'path-e, not puth. 

cimp'tom. 

cimp'tom-at"ik. 

cin'ag-og, not cin'n^ug. 

cin'od, not cin'uA 



an-onim-uss. 
cir'e-ak ; the cir as 
clr'inj. do. 

cl^np. do. 

cir'up-e. do- 

dss'tem, not tum- 
dss-tem-at'ik, not turn, 
ciss'to-lee. 



cirrkous. 

not dr-inj'. 
not sur'up. 
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T. 

Tabernacle . • • tab'er-nak-1, not tab'ur-naik-1. 
tablatore .... tab'iat-ure, not lut-oor. 

tableau (Fr.) . . tablo'. 

tableaux (Fi ^ . tablo' ; but in English, tabloze. 

tablet ...... tab'let, not lut. 

tabular • • . . . tab'u-lar. 

taciturn tass'it-urn, not ut. 

taciturnity . . . tass'it-urn"it-e. 

tack not taak. See Cab. 

tactician .... tak-tish"an. See .SV?^/^/. 

talent tal'ent, not unt 

tallow tal'o, not oo nor er. 

Talmudic .... tal-mud'ik. 

talus tay'luss. 

tan not taan. See Cab. 

Tannhauser (Germ.) tonn'hoy-zer. 

tapestry tap'ess-tre, not taip'ess-tre. 

tapis (Fr.) . . . tap'ee'. 

tarantula .... tar-ant'yu-lah ; the tar as in tariff. 

tardily tar'dil-e. 

tare ta'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair. 
target ...... tar'get, not git. 

tarpaulin .... tar-paw'lin. 

Tarpeian .... tar-pee'yan. 

tarry (to delay) . rhymes with Barry^ not with berry. 

See Carry. 
tarry (smeared with tar) rhymes with quarry. 

Tartar tar'tar, not tar'turr. 

Tartarean .... tar-ta're-an. 

tartaric tar-tar'ik, rhyming with barbaric. 
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Tartnffe (Fr.) . . tar'toof . 

task task or tosk, not taask nor tahsk. See 

Advance. 
taskmaster . . • task'mas'ter, or tosk'most-er ; not 

taask'maas'tur. 

tassel tass'el, or toss'eL 

tatterdemalion . tat'er-de-mal'yon, not mail'yon. 

tannt tahnt, not tant nor tawnt. 

tavern not taaverrn. 

The bar of Pollard's Taavem, — Elsie Venture chapter v. 



taxidermist 
taxidermy 
teat .... 
technical . 
tedious . . 
tedium • . 
telegrapher 
telegraphy 
Telemachus 
telepathist 
telepathy . 
temerity . 
temperament 
temperate . 
temperature 
tempest . . 
Templar. . 
temporal . 
temporarily 
temptress . 
tenable . . 
tenacious . 
tenacity . . 



taks^'id-er'mist 
taks''id-er'me. 
teet, not tit 
tek'nik-al, not nuk-1. 
tee'de-uss, not tee'juss. 
tee'de-um, not tee'jum. 
tel-eg'rraf-er, not ter'e-graf'er. 
tel-eg'rraf-e, not tel"e-graf 'ee. 
tel-em'ak-uss. 
tel-ep'ath-ist. 
tel-ep'atb-e. 

tem-er'it-e; the /r as in ^rra^ 
tem'per-am-ent 
tem'pcr-ait 

tem'per-at-ure, not ut-oor. 
tem'pest, not pust. 
teni'plar, not plur. 
tem'po-nd, not tem'pur-ul. 
tem'po-ra-ril-e. 
tempt'ress, not russ. 
ten'eb-1, not ub-L 
ten-a/sh'us, not ten-ash'uss. 
ten-ass'it-e, not ut-e. 
20 
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tenancy ten'an-ce, not un-ce. 

tenant ten'ant, not unt 

tendency .... ten'den-ce, not dun-ce. 
tenderness • . . ten'der-ness, not nuss. 
tenement .... ten'e-ment, not um-unt. 

tenet ten'et, not tee'net 

tenon •••.•• ten'on, not un. 

tenor ten'or, not or. 

tennity ten-u'it-e, not oo'it-e. See Adduce. 

tenure ten'ure, not oor. do. 

tepid tep'id, not tee'pid. 

term not turrm. See Advert. 

termagant .... ter'mag-ant, not mug-unt. 
Terpsichore • . terp-cik'o-ree. 
Terpsichorean . terp'cik-o-ree"an. 

terrapin ter'ap-in ; the ter as in terrace. 

terrene ter-rreen'. do. See/?^. 

terrestrial. . . . ter-rrest're-al. do. do. 

terrible ter-rrib-1. do. do. 

terrify ter'rrif-i. do. do. 

territory .... ter"rrit-o're. do. do. 

The last o in such words as category, declamatory, dedicatory, 
derogatory, inventory^ migratory, ncUatory, piscatory, prefatory, 
postulatory, preservatory, and territory, simply follows the rule 
by which in unaccented syllables it loses its *' vanishing sound" 
of oo. Consult Chapter VIII. 

terror ter'rror ; th^ ter zs in terrace. SeeJ^ap. 

The final syllable should not degenerate into er. No one 
can say " The King of Terrers,^' after having said " The King 
of Terrors,** without perceiving how great the degradation. 

terse not turrss. See Advert. 

tertian ter'sh'an, not turr'shun. See Soctal. 

testament .... tess'tam-ent, not tum-unt. 
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testamentary . . tess'tam-ent"a-re. 

testator test-ay'tor, not tur. 

testify tesf if-i, not uf-i. 

testimonial . . . test-im-o'ne-al, not um-o'ne-iiL 
testimony. . . . test'im-o-ne« 

tetanus tef an-uss. 

t6te-4-t6te (Fr.) tait'ah'tait'. 

Teuton tu'(t'oo')on, not too'tn. 

Teutonic .... tu-ton'ik, not too-ton'ik. 

tej^ile teks'til, not tile nor teel. 

textual teksf yu-al, not oo-ul. 

Thalia thah-li'ah, not thay'le-ah. 

Thames temz. 

than not thun nor 'n. 

There ain't nowheres a kitting spryer 'if I be. 

Biglow Papers^ No. i. 

thanksgiving . . thanks'giv-ing. 

the before a vowel, thee; before a con- 
sonant, thuh. 

theatre the'at-er, — the th being unvocaL 

theatrical .... the-at'rik-al, not ruk-ul. do. 

their tha'er, almost in two syllables. ^ttFair. 

them not thum nor 'em. 

theologian . . . the-o-lo'je-an, not jun. . 

theorem thee'o-rem, not rum ; the th being un- 
vocaL 

therapeutic . . . tfaer-ap-u'tik ; the th unvocal, as in MiVr, 

the ^r as in error. 

therefore .... ther'fore. 

thereof ov, not uv. 

therewith . . . • there-with', both the th 's being vocaL 

thermal not muL 

Thessalonica . • thess-al-on-ilcah. 
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Thenriet, Andr^ on'dray'tur'e-a/. 

they when emphasized, rh3rmes with tnay^ 

say ; but when ttnemphasized It fol- 
lows the rale by which the diphthongal 
vowels a %i lose their << vanishing 
sound " when not accented. 

thicken thick'en, not thick'n. See Eden, 

Thiers tee'air'. 

thirst notthurrsL ^ei^ Advert. 

thither both the th^% are vocal, as in ihis. 

thoracio tho-rass'ik ; the th unvocal, as in tkitg. 

thou not thaou. See House. 

thousand .... zand, not zund. 

three-lesged . . thrree-legd, not leg'ed. ^ei^ Rap. 

threshold .... thrresh'old. do. 

threw thrroo. do. 

thriftily thrrift'il-ee, not ul-e. do. 

throng thrrong. See Accost and Rafi. 

thjrme time. 

tiara ti-a'rah, or te-ar'ah. 

ticklish tikaish, not tik'el-ish. 

tidal ti'dal, not ti'dul nor ti'dL See /. 

tidbit tid'bit 

tiers ^tat (Fr.) . tee'airz'a/tah'. 

tigress ti'grress, not gruss. 

timbrel tim'brrel, not brul. 

timidity tim-id'it-e, not ut-e. 

tincture tinkfure. 

tinsel tin'cel, not sul nor si. 

tiny ti'ne, not tee'ne nor tin'e. 

tion (termination) shun. 

tirade tir-aid' (the ir as in spirit), not ti'raid. 

tire ti'er, almost in two syllables. See Ire. 

Titan ti'tan, not tun nor tn. 
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to too, never tub. 

tobaooo to-bak'o. 

Smart says : " The o in tobacco, opinion, fellow, etc., is cor- 
rupted only by vulgar speakers." The fact is that it loses its 
** vanishing sound " oioo, just as a loses its vanishing sound of 
ee, in unaccented syllables. See Opinion. 

tolerant .... tol'er-ant, not unt 

tomato to-ma/to, or to-mah'to, not to-mat'o. 

to-morrow . . . the last syllable is ro^ not roo. 
toothache .... tooth'aik, not teeth'aik. 
topographio . . top'o-grraf 'ik, not to'po. 
topography . . . to-pog'rraf-e, not ruf-e. 

tore to'er, almost in two syllables. See Oar, 

torment (noun) . tor'ment. 
torment (verb) . tor-ment'. 
torpidity .... tor-pid'it-e, not ut-e. 

torpor tor'por, not pur. 

torrent tor'rrent, not runt See Rap. 

tortoise tor'tois; the second syllable pronounced 

quickly. 

torture tort'ure, not yer. 

total to'tal, not tul nor tL 

totality to-tal'it-e, not ut-e. 

tourmaline . . . toor'mal-in. 

tournament • . . toor'nam-ent, not num-unt. 

tourney toor'ne. 

toiuniquet • . . tur'nik-et 
tout-ik-fait (Fr.) . toof a£' a/, 
tout court (Fr.) too'koor'. 
tout de suite (Fr.) too'duh sweet'. 

The affectation of using French and Italian words in Eng- 
lish speech was a national failing as far back as the times of 
Elizabeth, and it continues to this day. At their first intro- 
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duction such words were pronounced, or attempted to be pro- 
nounced, without corruption of their original sounds ; by being 
much used they gradually resign their foreign cast, and some 
of them at length become quite English. It must therefore 
happen, while in transition from one of these states to the 
other, that they will be neither English nor foreign. — 
Smart, 

tout ensemble (Fr.) toof on'som'bL 

toward to'ard, not to-ward'. 

towards to'ardz, not to-wardz'. 

towel not tow'ul nor taow'uL See House and 

Our. 

tower not taow'er. See House and Our, 

to'wn ..«•.. not taown. do. 

tozioal toks'ik-al, not ttk-uL 

track not traak. See Clam* 

traditional ... trad-ish'un-al, not ul. 
traduce trad-uce, not ooce. 

The tradoocers of our people. 

Biglow Papers, No. 3. 

tragedian .... traj-ee'de-an, not tnij-ee'de-un. 

tragedy traj'ed-e, not ud-e. 

tragical traj'ik-al, not uk-ul. 

traitor tray'tor, not tur. 

To paounce like a writ on the back of the trotter, 

Biglow Paper Sy No. 4. 

trammel .... tram'el, not ul. 

. not traanss. See Clam. 

. trang'kwil, not kwuL 

. tran-kwil'it-e. 

. transs, not tranz. 

. transs-akt'. 

. tran-cend'ent, not unt. 



trance .... 
tranquil . . . 
tranquillity . 
trans (prefix) 
transact . . 
transcendent 



PRONOUNCING VOCABULARY. 



311 



transfer (noun) . 
transfer (verb) . 
transfiguration . 



transfigure . 
transition • • 
transitional • 
transitory . 
translucenoe 



• • • 



transs'fer, not tranz'furr. 

transs-f er' not tranz-f urr'. 

transs-fig-u-ray'shun, not tranz-fig-ur- 
a/shun. 

transs-fig^ure, not tranz-fig'ur. 

transs-ish'on, not tranz. 

transs-ish^on-al. do. 

transs''it-o-re. do. 

transs-lu'(l'oo') censs, not tranz-loo'- 
sunss. 
translucent • • . transs-lu'cent, not tranz-loo'sunt 
transmigrate • • transs'mi-grrait, not tranz. 
transmigration . transs'mi-grray^shun. do. 
trcuisparent • . . transs-pa'rent do. See Fair. 

transpire .... transs-pi'er. do. See Ire. 

transudation . . transs-u-da/shun. do. 
transude .... transs-ude'. do. 

travail trav'aiL 

travel trav'el, not trav'ul, nor traav^ 

traveller .... trav'el-er. 

traverse trav'erss, not trav'urrssy nor trav-urrs'. 

treasure not tra/sure. See Measure. 

treatise treetlss. 

treatment • » . . treet'ment, not mont. 

treble trebl. 

tremendous . . . tre-men'duss, not du-uss, nor juss. 

tremor trem'or, not tree'mur. 

trepidation . . . trep-id-ay'shun, not ud. 

trespass tress^pass, or tress'poss. 

trespasses . . . tress'pass-ez, or poss-ez ; not paass-iz. 
triangular .... tri-ang'gu-lar, not gul-ur. 

tribunal tri-bu'nal, not nul. 

tribune trib'une, not tril)une. 

trichina trik-i'nah (plural, triohinse, trik-i'nee). 
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trichinlasiBTr^r trik'in-i"as8-iss. " 

trichinoftia . . . trik'in-o"ciss. 

trlchinoTUi (adj.) trik'in-uss. 

tricycle tri'cik-1, not tri'ci-k]. 

trident tri'dent, not dunt. 

triglyph tri'glif. 

trlUlon tril'yon. 

trlnltarlan . . . trin-it-a're-an. 

trinity trin'it-e, not ut-e. 

trinket trink'et, not it 

trio tri'o, not tree'o. 

This is not an Italian word, though it has the look of one. 

tripartite .... trip'ar-tite. 
triphthong . . . trip'thong. * 

Two aspirations in succession, says Mr. Elphinston, seem dis- 
agreeable to an English ear, and therefore one of them is gen- 
erally sunk. Thus diphthong and triphthong are pronounced 
dipthong and tripthong, P is lost, as well as ^, in apophthegm ; 
and therefore it is no wonder we hear the first h dropped in 
ophthalmy and ophthalmic ^ which is the pronunciation I have 
adopted, as agreeable to analogy. Nay, such an aversion do 
we seem to have to a succession of aspirates that the h is sunk 
in isthmus y Esther ^ and Demosthenes [?J, because the s, which is 
akin to the aspiration, immediately precedes. — Walker, 

triplicate .... trip'lik-ait. 

triptych trip'tik, not titch. 

trireme tri'reem. 

trisyllable . . . triss-ciFeb-1, not tri-cirub-l. 

trivial tnVe-al, not triv-yul. 

triviality .... triv-e-al'it-e. 
troche (a lozenge) tro'kee. 
trochee (a poetic foot), tro'kee. 

trode (did tread) . trod, rhyming with rodj not with 

road. 
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trope rhymes with hope. 

trophy tro'fe. 

tropical trop'ik-al, not uk-uL 

troth rhymes with cloth^ not with both. 

trough . i . . . . tro^ not troth. 
trooaseaa (Fr.) . troo'so'. 
trow (verb) . . . tro. 
trowel ..... el, not ul nor 1. 

truant troo'ant, not unt 

truoulence . . . troo'ku-lenss, not truk'oo-lunss. 

truculent .... troo'ku-lent, not truk'oo-lunt 

true troo, rhyming exactly with who. See 

Rue. 

truffle troof'L 

trumpet trump'et, not it 

truncheon . . . trun'chun. 

truth trooth, rhyming exactly with /^M. See 

Rue. 
truths the M is unvocal in the plural, as in the 

singular. 

tryvt trisst. 

tryating trisst'ing. 

tube t'oob, not toob. Stt Adduce, 

tuberose .... tu'(t'oo')ber-oce, not too'bur-oze. 

tubular tu'bu-lar, not too'bul-ur. 

Tuesday .... fooz'day, not tooz'day. 

Tuileries (Fr.) . . twee'ler-eez'. 

tuition tu (t'oo) -ish'un, not too-ish'un. See 

Adduce. 

tulip t'oo'lip, not too'lup. See Adduce. 

tumor t'oo'mor, not too'mur. do. 

tumult t'oo'mult. do. 

tumultuous . . . t'oo-mult'u-uss, not too-mult'oo-uss. 

See Adduce. 
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tomiiliui tu'mu-luss (t'cx>'m*oo-lass)y not toc/- 

moo-luss. See Adduce* 
tune ••....• t'oon, not toon. do. 

They all on 'm know the old toon^ sez he. 

Biffcw Papers^ No. 5. 

tuneful t'oon'ful ^tt Adduce. 

tuner t'oon'er. do. 

tunio t'oon'iky not toon'ik. do. 

tunnel tun'el, not tunl. 

turbid turl^id, not bud. 

turbulence . . . turlsu-lenss, not tur'bul-unss. 
turbulent .... tur'bu-lent, not lunt 

turgid tur'jid. 

turgidity .... tur-jid'it-e. 

f- . . . tur-koiz', or tur-keez'. 
turquoiae > 

turret tur'rret, not rit nor rut See Rap. 

tutelage tu'(t'oo')tel-aij. See Adduce. 

tutor t'oot'or, not toot'er. do. 

tutoring t'oot'or-ing. do. 

Tybalt tib'alt. 

tympan tim'pan, not pun. 

typhoid ti'foid. 

typhus ti'fuss, not ti'puss. 

typical tip'ik-al, not uk-ul. 

typify tip'if-i, not u£. 

typographic . . . tip'o-grrafik. 

typography . . . ti-pog'rraf-e. 

tyrannic .... tir-an'ik ; the ir as in spirit. 

tyrannical . . . tir-an1k-al. do. 

tyranny tir'an-e. do. 

tyrant ti'rant, not unt. 

Tyrol ...... tir'ol ; the ir as in spirit. 
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Tyrrel tir^rrel ; the ir as in spirit. 

tziu: tsar. 

When thus spelled, it is with the intention of rendering the 
Russian pronunciation, which should therefore be given as 
above. 

tzarlna zar-ee''na. 

This word apparently results from an attempt to imitate the 
Russian pronunciation without sufficient knowledge, the Rus- 
sian equivalent for the English czarina being pronounced 
tsaritta^ nearly. 



u. 



TTbiqnity .... u-bik'wit-e. 

ulterior ul-tee're-or. 

ultimate uVtim-ait 

Ultima Thnle . . ul'tim-ah thu'lee. 
nltimatam. . . . ul'tim-ajr^tum. 
ultramontane . ul'trah-mon^tain. 
nlulation .... ul-u-la/shun. 
nmbilical .... um-birik-al, not uk-ul. 
umbilions .... um-birik-uss. 
umbrageous . . um-bray'je-uss, not juss. 
umbrella .... um-brerah, not um-ber-erah. 
unanimity . . . u'nan-im"it-e, not u'nun-im"ut-e. 
unanimous . • . u-nan'im-uss. 
unassuming . . . un-ass-u'ming, not oo'ming. 

unbated un-bay'ted. 

unbiassed .... un-bi'assd. 
uncertain .... un-cer'ten. 
uncertainty . . • un-cer'ten-te. 

uncivil un-civ'il, not ul. 

unoourteous . . un-kur'te-us, or un-kore'chuss. 
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unoouth ttn-kooth'. 

unotnoTis .... ungkt'u-uss, not oo-uss« 
undaunted . « . un-dahnt-ed, not daant nor dawnt. 

under not durr. 

underneath . . . the th is vocal, so as to rhyme with 

breathe^ not with teeth, 
undersigned . . un-der-cined^ 
undiecemed . • un-diz-emd'. 
undutiful .... und-u'tif-ull, not oo'tuf-ull. 
uneaBily .... un-ee'zil-e. 

unequal un-«e'kwal, not kwul. 

unexpected • . . un-eks-pek'ted, not un-iks-pek'tid. 
unfrequented . . un-frre-kwent'ed, not free'kwent-ed. 
unfruitful . . . un-frroot'£ull. 
ungenial .... un-jee'ne-al, or jeen'yal. 
ungodlinesB . . un-god'lin-ess, not un-gawd'le-nuss. 
unguent ..... ung'gwent, not un'gwent. 
unhandsome . . un-hand'sum, not haan'sm* 
unhappily . . . un-hap^il-e, not ul-e. 
unheard .... un-herd'. 

unicorn u'nik-om, not nuk. 

unification . . • u-nif-ik-ay'shun, not nuf-uk. 

uniform u'nif-orm, not nuf. 

unify ...... u'nif-i. 

uninterested . . un-in'ter-est-ed, not in-ter-est'ed. 
uninteresting . . un-in'ter-est-ing. 
unison u'niz-on, not u'nuz-un. 

There has been a marked decline since Smart's time in 
the accurate rendering of vowels in terminal and unaccented 
syllables, and it is with regret that we see his great authority 
sometimes invoked to support what he distinctly disap- 
proved of. 

unit u'nit. 

Unitarian. . . . u'nit-a"re-an. 
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united u-ni'ted, not tid nor tud. 

unity u'nit-ey not nut. 

univalve .... u'niv-alv, not nuv. 

unkind un-kHned. See Guard. 

unkindnesB . . . un-k'ined'ness. do. 
unlearned (adj.) un-ler'ned, not lernd. 
unlimited .... un-lim'it-ed, not ut-id. 
unluckily . . « . un-luk'il-e. 

unmask un-mask'. 

unmeroifnl . . . un-mer'cif-ull, not murr'suf-ull. 
tmmerited . . . un-mer'it-ed, the mer as in merry j 

not ut 
unmitigated . . un-mit'ig-ait-ed, not ug-ait-id. 
unprecedented . un-press'ed-ent-ed. 
unprofitable . • un-prof it-eb-I, not ut-ub-1. 
unqualified . . . un-kwori£-ide, not uf. 

unruly un-rool'e. 

unscathed • . . un-skathd ; the kath rhyming with hath^ 

the th being unvocal. 

untidily un-ti'dil-e, not dul-e. 

untidiness . . . un-ti'din-ess. 

untutored .... un-tu' (t'oo) tord, not too'turd. 

unusual un-uze'u-al or un-u'zhu-al, not un- 

u'zhuL 

upmost up'most, not must. 

upon up-on', not up-un'. 

upwards .... up'wards, not wurds. 

Uranus u'ra-nuss, not u-ra/nuss. 

urgency ur'jen-ce, not jun. 

urgent ur'jent. 

usage M'zaS]y not uce'aij. 

used uzed. 

Ushant ush'ant. 

usual uze'u-al, or u'zhu-al. 
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osnilomi .... Dze-u're-nss, or u-sbu're-uss. 

lump u-£urp'. 

naoipatioii . . . u-zur-pay'shun. 

nBTiTy oze'u-re, or u'zhu-re. 

Utrooht u'trekL 

ntt«r uf er, not urr. 

atteranoe . . . ut'er-anss, not uir-unss. 
nxoriona .... ug-zo're-uss, oot u-kso're-uss. 



Vooanoy .... vaylcan-ce, not kun. 

Tooant vay'kant. 

Taoclnate .... vak'cia-^t, not sun-zit 
vaodnatloii . . . vak-cin-ay'shun. 

vaccina vak'cine, or vak'cin. 

TaeUlate .... vass'il-ait, not uL 
vBOlllatloa . . . vass-il-ayEhan. 
vagabond .... vag'ab-ond, not ub. 
vagabondage . . vag'ab-ond-aij. 

vagal; va-ga're, not vay'ga-re. 

valerian val-ee're-an, not vul-ee're-nr 

valet (Fr.) . . , val'ay'. 

valet de chambre (Fr.) val'ay'duh-shombr'. 

valetudinarian . varet-u'din-a"re-an, 

valiant ral'yant, not yunt 

valid val'id. 

validity val-id'it-«. 

valise val-ees'. 

valoi val'or, not or. 

valuable .... val'u-eb-l, not val'u-M. 

van not vaan. See Cab. 

Vandal van'dal, not dul. 
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TUidaUun . . 


van'dal-izm. 


VBnsau'd . . . 


van^ard. See Guard. 


Tanquiali . . . 


vang'kwish, not vaa'kwish. 


'apia 


vap'id. 


vapor 


va/por, not pur. 


vapoiotu . . . 


va/por-usa. 


variooae .... 


rar'ik-oce ; the ar as in amm. 


Tsrlagate . . . 


va're-e-gaiL See Fair, 


vulegated . . 


Ta"re-e-gaif ed, not vay'ri-gait-ld. 


TMloloia . . . 


va're-o-loid, not var'o-Ioid. 


vailomm . . . 


va-re-o'rum. 


»*M 


vak, or vwss ; not vahi, nor vawi. 


Tuaal 


vass'al. 


T«t 


not vaat See Cw*. 


▼anot 


vahnt, not vaant nor vawnt. 




vce'he-menss, not ve-hee'miinss. 




veelie-ment, not ve-hee'inunt. 


▼ehlole .... 


vee'hik-L 


valoolty. . . . 


ve-los'it-e, not ut-c 


velTBt 


vel'vet, not vit nor vut. 


Tonal 


vee'nal, not nuL 


TenalltT. . . . 


vee-nal'it-e. 


veador .... 


ven'dor, not dur. 


Tondna .... 


vend-u', cot oo'. 


In the countiy 


mc somedmes hears this word pTOnomiced 


vaitdoo'. 




T«D«sii«U . . 


ven ess-way'lah. 


venial 


veeii'e-al not veen'ynl. 


venlaUtr . - . 


vee-ne-a]'it-e. 


TWUlB 


ven-i're, rhytning with mby. 


▼enlaott .... 


ven'iz-n, or ven'zn. 


ventilate . . . 


ven'til-ait, not tul. 


ventilation . . 


ven-til-ay'staun. 


TwitTioia . . . 


ven'trik-l, not truk. 
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▼entnre vent'ure. 

venturesome • . venf ure-sum. 

venue ven-u', not vee'nu. 

veraoioufl .... ver-ay'sh'uss, not ver-ash'uss. See 

SoHaL 

veracity ver-ass'it-e, not at 

verb not vurrb. See Advert 

verbatim .... ver-bay'tim. 
verbose ..... ver-boce'. 
verbosity . . • ver-boss'it-e, not ut. 
verdancy .... ver'dan-ce, not vurr'dn-ce. 

verdant ver'dant, not vurr'dunt. 

verdigris .... ver'dig-reess. 

verdure verd'ure. 

verge not vurrje. See Advert, 

verger not vurr-jurr. do. 

verification . . . ver'if-ik-ay"shun ; the ver as in very. 

verify ver'if-i. do. 

verily ver'il-e. do. 

verisimilitude . ver^iss-im-il^it-ude, not ver'uss-um-il"- 

ut-ood ; the ver as in very, 
veritable .... ver'it-eb-1. do. 

vermicelli (Ital.) vair-me-cheriee. 
vermicelli (Eng.) ver-me-chel'e, not vurr. See Advert, 
vermilion .... ver-mil'yon. do. 

vermin ver'min, not vurr'mun. do. 

vernal ver'nal, not vurr'nul. do. 

verse not vurrss. do. 

verses ver'cez, not vurr'ciz. do. 

versification . . ver'cif-ik-ay"shun, not suf-uk. do. 

versify ver'cif-i, not suf-i. do. 

version ver'shun, or ver'shon. do. 

vertebra .... ver'te-brah ; plural vertebrae, ver'te- 

bree. See Advert, 
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vertical ver'tik-al, not tuk-ul. See Advert 

vertiginous . . . ver-tij'in-uss. do. 

vertigo ver'tig-o, or ver-ti'go. do. 

verve not vurrv. do. 

very trill the r slightly. 

vessel vess'el, not ul. 

vestal vesf al, not ul. 

vestibule .... vestlb-ule, not ub. 
vestment .... vesf ment, not munt 

vesture vesfure; colloquially, vest'ch'oor, not 

vess'chur. 

veteran vef er-an, not er-un nor run. 

veterinary . . . vet'er-in-a-re. 

vial vi'al, not ul. 

viol .....;. vi'ol, not ul. 

vioar vik'ar, not ur. 

vicinage viss'in-aij, not viss'un-ij. 

vicinal viss-i'nal. 

vicinity viss-in'it-e. 

vicissitude . . . viss-iss'it-ude, not ut-ood. 

victor vik'tor, not tur. 

victory vik'tor-e, not vik'tre. 

victual vit'l, or vit'aL 

victuals vitlz, or vifalz. 

vigil vij'il, not vij'uL 

vigilance .... vij'il-anss. 

vigilant vij'il-ant 

vigor vig'or, not ur. 

vilification . . . vil-if-ik-a/shun. 

vilify vil'if-i. 

villain virain, not un. See aitu 

vindicate .... vin'dik-ait 
vindicated . . . vin"dik-a'ted. 
vindication . . . vin'dik-ay''shun. 

21 
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vindicative . . . vin'dik-a-tiv. 

vindicatory . • . vin"dik-at-o're. 

vindictive . . . vin-dik'tiv. 

vinegar vin'e-gar. 

violence .... vi'o-Ienss, not ul-lunss. 

violent vi'o-lent. 

violet vi'o-let 

violoncello (Ital.) ve-o-lawn-cherio. 

virago vi-ray'go or ve-ra/go, not vir-ag'o nor 

vir-ah'go. 

Virgil vir'jil, not vurr'jul. See Advert. 

virgin vir'jin, not vurr'jn. do. 

virginal vir'jin-al. do. 

virginity .... vir-jin'it-e. do. 

virile vir'il ; the ir as in spirit 

virility vir-irit-e. do. 

virtil (Ital.) . . . veer- too'. 

virtual virt'u-al, not ul. 

virtually .... virt'u-al-e. 

virtue virt'u, not vurrt'u. See Advert 

virtuoso yeer-too-o'so. 

virulence .... vir'oo-lenss, not vurr'u-lunss ; the ir as 

in spirit 

virulent vir'oo-lent ; the ir as in spirit 

via-£i-vis (Fr.) . veez'av'ee'. 

viscid viss'id. 

viscidity .... viss-id'it-e. 

viscount .... vi'kount. 

viscountess . . vi'kount-ess. 

visibility .... viz-ib-il'it-e. 

visible viz'ib-1. 

Visigoth .... viz'e-goth, not gawth. 

visitant viz'it-ant, not ut-unt. 

visitor viz'it-or, not ut-ur. 
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visor 


, . viz'or, not vi'zur. 


visual 


. . vizh'u-al, not ul. 


vital 


. vi'tal, not tul nor tl. 


vitaUty . . . . 


. vi-tal'it-e. 


vitalize . . . . 


. vi'tal-ize. 


vitrification . 


. vit'rif-ik-ay"shun, not ruf-uk. 


vitrif7 


. vit'rif-i. 


vitriol 


. vit're-ol, not vit'rul. 


vitriolic • . . 


. vit-re-orik. 


vivacious . . 


. . viv-ay'sh'uss, not vi-vash'uss. See 




Social, 


vivacity . . 


. . viv-ass'it-e. 


vivify 


. . viv'if-i, not uf. 


vizier 


. viz'yer, or viz-eer'. 


vocable . . . . 


. vo'keb-1, not vok'ub-1. 


vocal . . . . . 


> . vo'kal, not kul. 


vocative . . 


. . vok'at-iv, not ut. 


volatile . . . . 


. . vorat-il ; but sal volatile, sal-vo- 




lat'il-ee. 


volatilize . . . 


. vorat-il-ize. 


volcano . . . . 


. vol-kay'no. 


volubility. . . 


. vol-u-birit-e. 


voluble . . . 


, . voru-bl. 


volume . • . . 


. vorume, not yum. 


voluminous . . 


. vol-u'min-uss. 


volute 


. . vol-ute', not oot 


von (Germ.) , 


. . fun, — neither more nor less than/««. 


voracious . . 


. . vo-ray'sh'uss. See Social, 


voracity . . . 


, . vo-rass'it-e. 


votary .... 


. . vo'tar-e ; the ar as in garret 


vow 


. not vaow. See House, 


vowel 


. vow'el, not ul. 


vulgar .... 


. . vul'gar, not gurr. 


vulgarity . . . 


. vul-gar'it-e, not ut-e ; the ar as xn garret. 
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W. 



Waft woft or waft, not waaft See Advance. 

wafted woffed or waf t'ed, not waaf t^id. 

Wagner (Germ.) vahg'ner. 

waistcoat. . . . waisfkote; colloquially, wesfkote. 

wan rhymes with on, don, 

wand rh)rmes with pond, 

warrant war'rrant, not runt ; the war as in 

warren, 
warrantor . . . war'rrant-or, not runt nor ur. do. 
warranty .... war'rrant-e, not runt. do. 

warrior war'rre-or. do. 

wary wa're. 

was woz, not wuz. 

was n't woz'nt, not wuz'nt. 

wash wosh, not wawsh. 

washing wosh'ing. 

Washington . . wosh'ing-ton. 

wasp wosp, not wawsp. 

waspish wosp'ish. 

wassail woss'ail. 

weapon wep'on, not wep'n. 

wear wa'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair. 

weasel wee'zel, or zl. 

Weber (Germ.) . vay'ber. 

weevil wee'vil, or wee'vl. 

well not wal. 

westward . . . not wurd nor wrd nor urd. 

whsurf whorf, not worf. 

w^harfinger . . . whorf 'in-jer. 
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wheat 
wheel 
where 



what whot, not wot. 

Wut *s the use o* meetin* goin' ? 

Biglow PaperSf No. I. 

. wheet, not weet 

. wheel, not weel. 

. wha'er, almost in two syllables. See 

Fair, 
. whair'fore. 

. whair-with'; the ih vocal, as in this. 
. whair-with-all'. do. 

. not wether. 
. not wich. 
. not wile. 

, whim'zik-al, not wim'zuk-ul. 
. not wis'ke. 
. hole. See Stone. 
. hole'sail. 

. rhymes with loop, soup, group. 
. not wy. 

IVy, it 's just ez clear ez figgers. 

Biglow Papers, 

wloken wik'en, not wik'n. See Eden. 

iKridow wid'o, not wid'oo nor wid'ah. 

Wien veen, — the German name of Vienna. 

wife possessive wife's, not wives. 

Wilkesbarre . . wilks^barry. 

willow wil'o, not 00. 

wind (noun) . . Even in poetry this word now often 

rhymes with sinned. 

^Tindow win'do, not doo. 

^Tindplpe .... rhymes with tinned pipe. 

windward . . . not wurd nor urd. 

^irlre wi'er, almost in two syllables. See Ire. 



wherefore 
wherewith 
wherewithal 
whether 
which . . 
while . . 
whimsical 
w^hlskey 
^itrhole . . 
wholesale 
whoop . 
why . . . 
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^triaeacre .... wize'ay-ker. 

'Wistaria wiss-ta're-ah. 

with the th is vocal, as in this^ hither; not 

un vocal, as in pith, 
withe rhymes either with scythe^ writhe^ or 

with//M, myth. 
Wittenagemote wit'en-ag"em-ote. 

Wolsey wool'ze. 

women wim'en, not in nor un. 

won wun. 

wont wunt. 

won't rhymes with dotCt^ not with hunt. 

Says he wunt vote fer Guvener B. 

Biglow PaperSy No. 3. 

wonted wunt'ed. 

woollen wool'Ien, not wooFn. 

When the suffix en is preceded by the liquids /, tn, n, r, the e 
is sounded, except m fallen, stolen, and swollen, 

Worcester . . . wooss'ter ; the 00 as in wool. 

worsted (past part.) wurst'ed. 

worsted (noun, wool) woorst'ed. 

wound (from the verb to wind), not waound. See House, 

wound (an injury), wooned, rhyming with pruned j not 

wownd. 

wrath rrahth ; not raath, nor rawth. See Rap. 

wrathful .... rrahth'full. do. 

wreath rreeth ; the th unvocal, rhyming with 

teeth. See Rap. 

wreathe rhymes with breathe., seethe. 

wreaths .... rreethz; the th vocal, rhyming with 

breathes^ seethes. 

wrestle rress'l. See Rap. 

wrestler .... rress'ler. do. 
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wristband . . . rrisst'band, not riz'bund. See Rap. 

'wrong rrong, not rawng. do. 

wrongful .... rrongTuIL do. 

wroth rroth, rhyming with ^A?M. do. 



X. 

Xanthelne . . . zan'the-in. 
zerophagy . . . zer-off'aj-e. 
xylography . . . zi-log'rraf-e. 
zyloidine .... zi-loi'din. 



Y. 



Taoht yot. 

Tahoo yah'hoo. 

yam not yaam. See Cab. 

yclad e-klad'. 

ycleped e-klepf . 

year ye'ar, almost in two syllables. See Ear. 

yellow yel'o, not 00. 

yeoman yo'man^ not mun nor mn. 

yes not yaas. 

yesterday .... yess'ter-day. 

yet not yit. 

yew yoo. 

yewen yoo'en. See Eden, 

yolk . yoke. 

yon rhymes with on^ con. 

yonder rhymes with ponder^ not with wonder. . 

yore yo'er, almost in two syllables. See Oar. 

Tosemite .... yo-cem'it-ee. 
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yo^ 1 What has been already said of the 

yo'ox y other pronouns is equally true of 

these ; namely, that the purity of the 
vowel-sound should be preserved, no 
matter how quickly the word be pro- 
nounced, 
yule rhymes exactly with mule. 



Z. 

Zacchens .... zak-kee'uss. 

Zamacois (Span.) thah-mah-ko'iss, or sah-mah-ko'iss. 

zealot zel'ot, not ut 

zealous zeFuss. 

zenith zee'nith. 

zephyr zefir, not urr. See Advert. 

Zeus z'ooss, not zooss, nor zee'uss. 

zodiac zo'de-ak. 

zodiacal .... zo-di'ak-al, rhyming with maniacaL 
zoological .... zo'ol-oj"ik-al, not zoo'ul-oj"uk-ul. 
zoology zo-ol'o-je. 



THE END. 
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